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 “Tell your smart speaker to tune to NPR.”  I kept hearing the announcer on National Public Radio tell me to use 
my smart speaker, (which I do not own), and wondered why, if I were already listening to that station, I should tell 
my smart speaker to tune in.  It finally dawned on me that if I told my smart speaker to tune to NPR, my smart 
speaker would tell NPR what I had just done.  They would have just completed one of the most effective symbiotic 
marketing relationships ever invented.  Marketing is a smooth operation.  The best marketing goes unnoticed.  We 
are best lured when we do not know that we are being lured.  In this sense, all marketing is illusion.  That is to say, 
marketers are trained to get us to see what we want to see, not necessarily what is there.  We fall prey readily 
enough.  In fact, we clamor for the stuff.  We watch the Super-Bowl in order to view the latest round of funny 
commercials.  I am not condemning all marketing as a tool of the devil, but I do desire to make the point that illusion 
is the trademark of the deceiver, the evil one.  

 We live in a world of illusion.  It is much more appealing than reality.  To a certain degree we find comfort in it.  
The fact that Facebook, (Amazon, NPR etc.) can deliver the kind of products, information, and news, it knows we 
want to hear, makes life easier.  We don’t have to be pestered by things we don’t want to listen to.   

 There is a great deal of pressure on the Church to fall into line with this marketing technique.  A lot of churches 
appear to be doing so.  The Word of God is too hard.  It must be smoothed over.  No one wants to listen to that old 
story.  No one wants to be told that he is a sinner.  No one wants to hear that he cannot save himself.  Jesus, the 
only Savior, is offensive.  Hell, is unthinkable.  The Church is being taught to participate in the practice of illusion.  
We are told, if we want to grow, we have to find a way to better market our “product.”  In so doing, the Gospel 
ceases to be the Gospel.   

 Lest you think this is a unique characteristic to the twenty-first century, listen to these words of Isaiah to the 
Church that wanted Egypt, not God, to be its protector.  

 

 “For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the LORD; who say to 
the seers, ‘Do not see,’ and to the prophets, ‘Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, 
prophesy illusions, leave the way, turn aside from the path, let  us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.’” 
Isaiah 30:9–11 

 

 Here it is revealed that we come by this propensity for illusion honestly.  It is borne of the sin that inhabits us.  So, 
is there no hope?  Are we doomed to live in a whirlwind of images that have no substance, that exist only to illicit a 
response that benefits someone, something else?  

 Into this dark, shimmering, digitally opaque world steps one true light that pales all the deadly illusions of the 
deceiver.  There is only one for whom it is impossible to speak a falsehood.  There is only one whose nature is so 
tuned to the truth that His very Word creates reality, bringing all things into existence.  This one said of Himself, “I 
am The…Truth.”  John 14:6   

 Jesus has pierced your heart with a light so true that it has exposed all illusion, burned out all falsehood, and 
established in its place a true faith.  This faith grasps The Truth, and withstands the lies of satan.  Jesus, The Truth, 
has claimed you as His own.  Freed from smooth illusions, you are safe to live in the reality of His Word.  

Rev. Terry Forke 
Montana District President 

Smooth Illusions 
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Around the District 

First Lutheran Church, Bozeman called Rev. 

Matthew Schiemann of St. John, Defiance, 

OH as an associate pastor.  He has accepted 

the call and will be installed on July 22nd at 

4pm by Rev. Charles Lehmann. 

Concordia in Williston has extended a call to 

Rev. David Behm of Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Morris Plains, New Jersey.  Rev. Dr. Mark 

Nicolaus continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor. 

Dual parish, Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Superior, and Messiah Lutheran Church, 

Missoula are in the call process for a pastor.  

Rev. Andrew Eckert continues to serve as the 

vacancy pastor. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

Thompson Falls, extended a call to Rev. 

Henry Hales of St. John Lutheran Church in 

Palms, Michigan.  Rev. Hales has returned 

the call.  Rev. Larson continues to serve as 

vacancy pastor.   

Rev. Chad Schopp received a call from Life in 

Christ Lutheran Church, Grand Marais, MN.  

He has returned the call and continues to 

serve Emmaus Lutheran Mission in Big 

Timber and Livingston, MT. 

Mrs. Stephanie Edgar (Trinity Lutheran, 

Billings) received and accepted the call to 

teach at Grace Lutheran, Jacksonville, 

Florida.  Many thanks to Stephanie for her 

service! 

District President’s Calendar 

June 10: Trinity, Harlowton 

June 11-14: Montana District Convention 

June 16: Pastor Tabbert’s 20th Anniversary of  

  ordination Holy Cross, Eureka at 4pm 

June 24: Trinity, Harlowton 

July 8:  Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup  

July 15: Installation of Susan Eberhard, First  

  Lutheran, Missoula 

  Ordination and Installation of Pastor  

  James Pierce, Our Redeemer Lutheran, 

  Anaconda 

July 22: Trinity, Harlowton 

  Ordination and Installation of Pastor  

  Mark Wiegert, St. Paul (Lewistown),  

  Our Savior (Denton), Trinity (Stanford) 

July 23: BOD Meeting, Billings  

Installations 

Mrs. Susan Eberhard was installed as the principal 

and a teacher of First Lutheran Classical School, 

Missoula on July 15th at the 8:30am service. 

Rev. Jim Pierce was ordained and installed on July 

15th at 4pm to serve as sole pastor of Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, Anaconda.   

Multi-Parish, Our Savior, Denton, St. Paul, 

Lewistown, and Trinity, Stanford will install Pastor 

Wiegert on July 22nd at 4pm at St. Paul, Lewistown.  

Mr. Timothy Rehbein has received the call to teach 

fourth grade at Trinity Lutheran School, Kalispell.  

He will be installed at the end of August.   
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Trinity Lutheran Classical School 
Miles City, MT 

 

101 years ago Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church was formally incorporated in Miles City, Montana, 

providing the people of Custer County with a distinctively Lutheran Word and Sacrament ministry.    From 

its humble beginnings the congregation dreamed of one day also being able to sponsor a Lutheran school.  

In 1988 that dream began to become a reality when the congregation opened a preschool.  The Lord 

blessed the preschool with many dedicated teachers, aids, and volunteers.  The preschool grew over the 

course of the next 30 years, serving literally hundreds of children. A true milestone was reached this past 

2017-2018 school year as the preschool marked its 30th anniversary of operation.  In the fall of 2008, the 

members of Trinity took another large step in faith toward realizing their goal of establishing an 

elementary school by beginning a combined K-6th grade program. By God’s gracious providence, this past 

10th academic year, witnessed the construction of a second classroom and the addition of seventh grade.  

TLCS plans this fall to add eighth grade as well.  

The mission of Trinity Lutheran Classical School is “to provide Christ-centered instruction through a 

classical curriculum that is challenging, academic, and Bible-based in a caring and nurturing environment.”  

In order to carry out this ambitious mission, the Lord of the Church has supplied TLCS with a very dedicated 

and caring staff of teachers and aids, as well as a whole host of wonderful volunteers.  The 2017-2018 staff 

consisted of Mrs. Pam Henman, Preschool Teacher; Mrs. Jolene Taylor, Preschool aid; Mrs. Michelle Rice, K

-7th teacher; Mrs. Teri Cox, 4-7th Teacher; Mrs. Victoria Mulkey, K-7th aid, and Pastor Howard Schreibeis, 

Headmaster.  

Over the course of TLCS’s history, The Montana District has been a gracious supporter and vital partner in 

its educational ministry awarding the school many grants.  Most recently the school received a $778 grant 

which was used to purchase 6 student desks.  

Trinity Lutheran Classical School, Miles City, MT.  2 

day PM & 5 day PM Preschool Promotion, May 

24th. 

Trinity Lutheran Classical School’s 
preschool in Miles City, MT. was 
established October 3, 1988.  This 
spring, the 30th Graduating 
Preschool Class was promoted on 
May 23, 2018. 
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Around the District 

Walter and Barbara Lacy were received as new members 
of Trinity, Stanford, through adult confirmation and 
confession of faith. 
L-R: Rev. Weishoff, Barbara Lacy, Walter Lacy. 

Orren Oltrogge was received as a communicant member 
of Trinity, Stanford, through the Rite of Confirmation. 
L-R back row: Rev. Weishoff, Jason (father) 
L-R front row: Orren, Mindy (mother), Audrey (sister) 

Helen Stephens 
was welcomed into 

membership at 
Zion, Chinook 

Bryden Freide was 
confirmed at Zion, Chinook. 

L-R: Rev. Williams, Bryden 

Graduate Sunday at Zion, Chinook. 
L-R: Laura Nussbaum (college), Bryden 
Freide (8th grade), Amelia Miller (High 
school) 
Not pictured: Jamie Roth (High school) 

July 8th Sherri became a communicant member of Crow Lutheran Ministry.  She worships with us at A 
Spring in a Dry Land in Crow Agency. 

Several new children have started attending Sunday school at Under the Shadow of His Wings in Lodge 
Grass. 

Our Redeemer, Anaconda: Rev. James Pierce was ordained and installed on July 15, 2018. 
Back L-R: Rev. Schopp, Rev. Lehmann, Rev. Forke, Rev. Mavis, Rev. Paul 
Front L-R: Rev. Mitchell, Rev. Rossow, Mrs. Suzanne Pierce, Rev. Pierce, Rev. Lassman, Rev. Wendt, Rev. Schneider 
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Around the District 

Chaplain (Capt.) Matthew Christensen, 1st Battalion, 50th Infantry Regiment, receives airborne wings from 

his son Spc. Caleb Christensen, an infantryman assigned to 1st Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regi-

ment, May 17 during an Airborne School graduation ceremony on Eubanks Field at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

(U.S. Army photo by Markeith Horace, Maneuver Center of Excellence, Fort Benning Public Affairs)  Full Sto-

ry at: https://www.army.mil/article/205551/fort_benning_chaplain_follows_in_sons_fo 

From left, Jessica Christenson stands with husband Chaplain (Capt.) Matthew Christensen and son Spc. 

Caleb Christensen. (U.S. Army photo by Markeith Horace, Maneuver Center of Excellence, Fort Benning 

Public Affairs) 

Rejoice with us at St. John's, Laurel. On Pentecost Sunday, May 20, eleven young people received the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Of those eleven, six have been through formal catechesis and so were also 

received as communicant members. In addition, six others were received into communicant membership 

by the rite of confirmation for a total of twelve new communicants. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church in Glendive received a cargo 

trailer from Jo Andersen in Lewistown in memory of her 

husband Bob, which has now been labeled in his memory. 

Maximino and Mario Lucido are helping put donated items in 

the trailer, which when filled will be taken to the newly 

dedicated warehouse in Jamestown, ND for "Disaster Relief for 

Human Need Worldwide", Which is also printed on the trailer. 

"The Orphan Grain Train movement is a loving response to 

Jesus Christ's example as a servant and His love for us".  

https://www.army.mil/article/205551/fort_benning_chaplain_follows_in_sons_fo
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“The Truth Came Through Jesus Christ” 
John 1:17 

34th Montana District Convention 

June 11-14, 2018 

With over 115 delegates and guests in attendance, over four days, the 34th Montana District 
Convention was a full and joyous time, busy with business and deep in the Word of God.  21 
resolutions were reviewed and discussed, 14 adopted, 6 adopted as amended, and 1 not adopted.  
Rev. Terry Forke was re-elected as our Montana District President, Rev. Christopher Tabbert, as 1st 
Vice President, and Rev. Ryan Wendt as 2nd Vice President.  Rev. Kevin Peterson is our new 
District Secretary, and we welcome Rev. Matt Nelson, Mr. Kendall Hartmann and Mr. Roy Arves 
as new members of the Board of Directors.  Mr. Richard Thomas, Mr. Keith Meier, and Mr. Jerry 
Roseleip continue to serve on our Board of Directors.   

We were blessed by the presence and preaching of 3rd Vice President of Synod, Rev. Nabil Nour, 
who preached at the opening worship service, and presented on the state of the Synod, 
emphasizing that our message to the world is centered on Christ alone, couched in mercy, and that 
we possess a joy in Christ, that cannot be taken away.  Delegates and guests heard the full gospel 
of John, read by Rev. Howard Schreibeis over six sessions, and were given time to study and 
deepen their understanding of God’s Word.   

The complete proceedings can be found at: http://www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-
district/2018-montana-district-convention/ 

http://www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-district/2018-montana-district-convention/http:/www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-district/2018-montana-district-convention/
http://www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-district/2018-montana-district-convention/http:/www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-district/2018-montana-district-convention/
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St. Paul Lutheran Church is seeking a Lutheran Preschool Teacher to re-open a Pre-Kindergarten 

program in Havre, Montana.  The classroom is fully furnished and the position is part or full 

time.  Please call St. Paul with any inquiries.  406-265-7637. 

Children from Our Savior 

Lutheran Church in Glendive took 

part in the Grandview Buddies 

Program which is held once a 

month.  In May, they finished up 

their year with a pizza party and 

helped Dorothy Kaufman, a long 

time member of OSLC, celebrate 

her 92nd birthday! 

Trinity Lutheran Classical School, Miles 
City, MT had a float in the Bucking Horse 
Sale parade on May 19th  

to promote the school in the public eye.  
The preschool and K-4th grade students 
enjoyed riding 

on the float while the 6th & 7th grade 
students walked along handing out candy 
and flyers. 

Trinity, Harlowton:  Kaleb Olson was 
confirmed at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Harlowton on July 8.   

L-R: Rev. Forke, Kaleigh (sister), Kaleb, Rick 
(grandpa), Adrianna (sister), Cathy 
(Grandma) 

Around the District 
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“River of Life”  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018 

Water and God’s Plan of Salvation 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Miles City had an average daily attendance of 86 students at their 2018 VBS program.  

They raised $500 for their VBS mission project, Faith Comes by Hearing, for 20 Military Bible Sticks.  

Amazing GRace - a family style VBS that we at Trinity, Great Falls, had this year for the first time. Based on 
the TV show "The Amazing Race", this outdoor VBS has teams of at least two of all ages racing from one 
clue to the next, consulting the bible and Luther's Small Catechism for information as to how to complete 
the tasks outlined in the clues. The common theme through the whole race is God's amazing grace - His 
love for us that we do not deserve but receive through faith through His means of grace: Word and 
Sacrament. High adrenalin, hands on fun. We had 14 marshals man the various stations strategically placed 
around the farm and spectators watching from the comfort of lawn chairs. The day was rounded out by a 
devotion by Pastor Gerald Paul, tying all the loose threads together, and a delicious BBQ enjoyed by all.  

Our Savior Lutheran Church in Glendive held their 2018 VBS May 
29th - June 1st from 9:00 am until 12 Noon.  A total of 69 children 
from OSLC and the Community, 66 of those children attended 
Wednesday's VBS!  There were over forty people who volunteered 
their time for VBS; those volunteers were from 5th grade to 
adults!  Ryann Smelser directed this years VBS!  VBS offerings totaled 
$150.00 for books and bibles for Madagascar. 

Around the District-VBS 
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Excerpt from: God’s Mission in Spain: 

The Missionary Journey of Rev. David & Shelee Warner 
We broke out the Strategic Plan and celebrated what God has accomplished this last year:  

 Casiodoro de Reina Center and Worship Facility for the Sevilla 
Congregation (procured, renovated, opened, and dedicated). 
Pastors Adam Lehman and Juan Garcia continue to serve the 
congregation there.  

 Ordination and Installation of José Luis de Miguel as the 2nd 
Spanish Pastor of IELE  

 Short-term Missionary (GEO) Kayla Hoem was called, 
completed her fundraising, and arrived in Sevilla to begin work 
on outreach and communications  

 Leadership Council of IELE decided to add a second location of 
focus so the Warner’s moved to Cartagena to work with the 
congregation here, as well as with Antonio who is studying to be a pastor  

 2 Baptisms, 1 Funeral, and 9 New Members  

And we planned for the future:  

 We received a generous gift from a donor to help us find and open a worship facility in Cartagena  

 Felipe and Mario, two members with prior theological training and ministry experience, have received 
formation plans to serve IELE as Pastors; Mario will be attending the new seminary in the Dominican 
Republic  

 Melissa Pflug, a member of the Madrid congregation, will begin studying to be a deaconess through the 
distance learning program at Concordia Seminary Fort Wayne  

 11 people in catechesis leading to membership; 4 of whom are youth  

Excerpt from: The Evangel in Ethiopia-News from the Stinnett Family 
I’m sure you noticed that we did not put out a newsletter last month. We 
had so many things going on at that point that it slipped through the cracks. 
We apologize for that. This is what we were doing:  

 Johanna and the children left Addis to come back on May 26th, so much 
of the last half of the month, she was very busy making travel plans, 
finishing the school year with the girls, packing up (including getting the 
house ready for a three month vacancy), getting ready for the baby to 
come, etc.  

 During that same time, I was scheduling extra class times so that my 
Homiletics (preaching) class could all have time to preach sermons as 
part of their final exam (they also wrote essays on the Sermon as Gospel proclamation)…it was 
wonderful hearing my students clearly preaching the Gospel “for you”.  

 Additionally, I had students visiting the house every single day to say goodbye. It felt like I was saying 
goodbye to family…and I was, these brothers and sisters in Christ are my family. As we said goodbye, 
they all expressed their gratitude for what they had learned from the LCMS, and were concerned that I 
would not come back in the fall. They know that they are leaving with a deeper understanding of (and 
greater confidence in) the Bible and a more solid Lutheran identity that they would not have had if the 
LCMS was not there to teach them.  
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Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

~Colossians 3:15-17 

Excerpt from: The Thompsons— Serving God in West Africa 

Sierra Leone February-June 2018 

 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters…” Is. 55:1  

The Muslim living under the thumb of an angry tyrannical god and oppressive rules of living and conduct; 
the animist striving to assuage the spirits through sacrifice and the fulfillment duties and conduct; those 
seeking prosperity, striving to pray right, live right, do right, and speak right, looking for earthly wealth as 
proof of God’s blessing - All are thirsty. All are dying for thirst - seeking to assuage their need – their god – 
whatever or whoever that god may be.  

There-in lies the common thread for all these thirsty ones: works righteousness. How do I fix what I’ve 
done wrong? How do I pacify an angry god or spirit? Why am I or my loved one suffering? Why did they 
die? How do I lift the curse that is on me? What do I need to do to be saved? What spirit is angry with me? 
To which idol should I sacrifice?  

Sierra Leone is 60% Muslim, 30% animist religion, and 10% “Christian.” A majority of those claiming the 
title, “Christian,” are strongly influenced by Pentecostalism and the prosperity gospel. Add to this the 
notion that the same god is the god of all, and Sierra Leone is indeed a parched land. A confused land. A 
land in which people are dying for thirst. The need for the true Gospel of the preaching of Christ crucified is 
indeed very great. It is only through His Means of Grace – Word and Sacrament – that the thirst is 
assuaged, sins forgiven, and everlasting life attained. This is true hope in a parched land; true drink for 
thirsty souls.  

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Sierra Leone (CELC-SL) is extending that invitation, “come,” for all, 
providing the true drink people need. This remnant church, who makes up a fraction of a percent (.0002%) 
of the whole population of Sierra Leone, is faithfully and boldly going forth with the preaching of Christ 
crucified for the forgiveness of sins. They are making disciples by baptizing in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching all that our Lord has commanded. Thanks be to God!  

(Left) A barrel of theological books arrived by sea from the U.S. This was a 
successful test to see if this was a way to receive much needed materials.  

More books (right) arrived by 
container via Togo. Rev. President 
John Bundor accompanied the 
container of books from Guinea, 
which involved a perilous land 
journey to Sierra Leone. Rev. Jacob 
Gaugert, missionary to Togo, 
arranged for the delivery of these 
precious books. Thank you, Rev. 
Gaugert!!! All of these books are 

for a future theological library. Angie has begun the cataloging process.  
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New Spanish resources for Hispanic ministry 

If you’d like to share the Gospel with your Spanish-speaking neighbors, or if you’re 

heading out on a short-term mission trip to Central or South America, the Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation (www.LHFmissions.org) has translated and published two new 

resources for you: A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories and the Bible with Small Catechism, 

both in the Spanish language. Donations to help cover the printing and shipping costs are 

gratefully accepted, but as with all of LHF’s translated materials, both of these books are 

free of charge to the ministries, churches, or individuals who need them. Call the LHF 

office at (800)554-0723 or email info@LHFmissions.org with your order (number of 

copies, hardcover or paperback).  

Synod has posted a message of thanks from President Harrison to members of the LCMS for their generosity. Please 

view his message at: https://vimeo.com/263348529  

Excerpt from: The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic: Summer 2018 

As a missionary who desires to bring "Christ to the nations and the nations to 

church," the pastor must attend to two things: presence and preaching. That is, 

he needs to be where his members are-in their homes, in their communities, at 

their schools, at their birthday parties, at their aging parents' bedsides, and even 

on the baseball field. Of course, such presence is pointless if he is not also 

preaching God's Word in these places. An evangelist's job is not merely to be 

seen, but to be heard, or rather, to make the eternal Word of God heard in as 

many places as possible. A preacher must preach. However, neither presence 

nor preaching, neither of these two "p's," are sufficient in themselves. The 

evangelist must also be consistent with his visitations and clear in his 

proclamation. Anybody can show up once in a while to show support, but 

consistent presence establishes custom and builds trust in a young community. 

As members learn the custom of hearing God's Word in their homes, they also develop the custom of gathering 

together with the faithful to receive the grace of God delivered in preaching and the sacraments. As one professor 

of mine taught us at seminary, "A home-going pastor makes for church-going members." Nor is it enough to be 

consistently present and preaching God's Word in folks' homes if such preaching is not also clear. Any Dominican 

can talk about "God" and "faith", and you hear such talk all the time, but few have real faith in the true God. The 

fundamentals of our faith have been buried under centuries of superstition, and today the Word is twisted and 

contorted by competing visiting cults and roving charlatans. It is therefore necessary for the evangelizing pastor to 

prepare his sermons and lessons carefully and studiously before making visits. Clearly explaining who God is, what is 

sin, who is Christ, what he did for us, what he continues to do for us, what he promises to do, how he promises to 

do it, etc., is the means Jesus himself has established for his Holy Spirit to work faith and preserve a Christian 

community (Mat 28:19-20). The more doctrinal distinctions a pastor can teach his people in a simple manner in 

their homes, the more his people will come to expect good sermons from their pastor in the pulpit. To summarize, 

the two "p's" followed by two "c's," that is, constant presence and clear preaching, are the surest way to bring 

Christ to the Dominicans and the Dominicans to church.  

Rev. Dr. David Preus and Jenny, after 
the hooding ceremony in St. Louis, 
MO 

http://www.LHFmissions.org
mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
https://vimeo.com/263348529

