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 In an article lamenting the normalization of rage, entitled, “America’s Anger is Out of Control,” Jeffrey Kluger, writes, “If 
every offensive, unjust or insulting incident turns into a jolt of high-fructose fury mainlined straight to the brain’s 
amygdala, what’s left when there’s a truly right and righteous reason to rise up in anger?”1  

 He compares our day to 1968, the last time, he says, that the country was so angry.  You may recall the riots, and 
protests of those days.  His point is punctuated by the anniversary of last year’s white supremacy rally in Charlottesville, 
VA where a young woman was killed as a man drove his car into a crowd.  Last week police in Charlottesville added 
1,000s of officers to deal with the expected anger.  This is our country.  We regularly expect anger to spiral out of control 
into violence.  We are not surprised.  We accept regular eruptions of anger as normal.  

 God has a different take on anger.  In his letter to the Ephesian church Paul exhorts them not to let their anger get out 
of control.  “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the 
devil.” (Ephesians 4:26–27, ESV)   

 These are hard words for us to swallow because we are encouraged by the world to be angry.   

Outrage is an acceptable reaction to things that irk us. Every day we read about someone who got angry enough to “act.”  
It is almost as if the greatest emotional motivation we can muster is anger.  When the founder of some service agency 
says, “I got so angry I had to do something,” we all nod in agreement as if that were a great way to proceed.  Anger is our 
native tongue.  

 But the use of anger can become indiscriminate and dangerous.  I am angry when the world does not bend to my will.  
When things don’t go my way I get mad enough to do and say things 

that are contrary to God’s will. This is sin, but it is not the worst effect of anger. I am angry when people do not bend to 
my will. When people don’t do what I want I get mad enough to do and say things that are contrary to God’s will. This is 
sin, but it is not the worst effect.  I am angry when God does not bend to my will. When God does not do what I think He 
should I get mad.  This is to give opportunity to the devil, and it is the worst effect of anger, because it may lead me, and 
others, away from Jesus.  “That is not the way you learned Christ!”  (Ephesians 4:20, ESV) 

 What does God mean when He says, “Be angry, but do not sin…?”  He is calling us to the rare opportunity to manage 
anger in the way that He did.  God was justly angry at our sin, (the sin of anger as well as all others).  But He did not let 
His anger get out of control.  Instead, He managed His anger by sending Jesus into the world to suffer that anger in our 
place.  That is what you see on the cross.  There the anger of God is burned out on Jesus.  Before the sun goes down, 
God’s anger is appeased.  In the resurrection we see God’s anger turned away from us, and we find the source of our 
forgiveness.  God is not angry at you.  Through the work of Jesus He receives you as His beloved child.  

 America may be angry, and that anger may hold in it the seeds of the destruction of our nation.  But you, dear children 
of God, because Jesus has worked it in you, you have put off the old self, the angry self, the outraged self, and have put 
the new self, forgiving, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 
       

1Jeffrey Kluger, “America’s Anger is Out of Control,” Time, June 1, 2016, http://time.com/4353606/anger-america-enough-already/.  

“Do Not Let the Sun Go Down on Your Anger”  
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Around the District 

Concordia in Williston has extended a call to Rev. 

David Behm of Trinity Lutheran Church, Morris 

Plains, New Jersey.  Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Dual parish, Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, 

and Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula are in the 

call process for a pastor.  Rev. Andrew Eckert 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor for 

Trinity, and Rev. Vernon Sandersfeld continues to 

serve as the vacancy pastor for Messiah. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

Thompson Falls, has extended a call to Rev. 

Steven Frank of St. John Lutheran Church in 

Madison, Minnesota.  Rev. Larson continues to 

serve as vacancy pastor.   

Rev. Chad Schopp has received a call from Hope 

Lutheran Church in Socorro, New Mexico and 

Christ the King Lutheran Church in Los Lunas, New 

Mexico. 

District President’s Calendar 

July 30- Continuing Education-  
Aug 3  Gospel of John: Trinity Lutheran  
  Camp, Bigfork 

Aug 12: Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Aug 26: Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Aug 27-30: Circuit Visitors Retreat: Billings 

Sept 9: Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Sept 14-19: COP: St. Louis, MO 

Sept 21-22: Planning Committee Meetings:  
  Trinity, Great Falls 

Preus family home-service visits  

October 7: Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney, MT 

(Sunday service and bible class presentation)  

October 8: Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Billings, 

MT (evening) 

Transfers and Roster Changes 

Rev. Martin Kaarre has voluntarily resigned from 

the Roster as of February 1, 2018.  Thank you for 

your many years of faithful service. 

Rev. Michael Flannery preached his final message 

to the members of St. Peter Lutheran Church, 

Whitefish, MT on Sunday, August 5, 2018.  Rev. 

Flannery as chosen to retire and move to the 

Rocky Mountain District.  Lord’s blessings during  

Principal Christina Roberts of Trinity Lutheran 

Church and School in Kalispell, MT has resigned 

her position. Thank you for your wonderful 

service to the staff and students at Trinity. 

Chaplain Marc DiConti transferred to the 

Northwest District as of July 1, 2018.  Blessings on 

your move and future service to the Lord. 
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Around the District 

Rev. Matthew Schiemann was 

installed as an associate pastor 

at First Lutheran Church, 

Bozeman on July 22, 2018.  

Please extend a warm welcome 

to Pastor Schiemann and his 

wife Mary Rose! 

L-R: Pastor Lehmann, Pastor 

Mitchell, Pastor Schiemann, 

Pastor Grayl, Pastor Schopp 

Rev. Mark Wiegert was ordained and installed as sole pastor of multi-point parish, Our Savior, Denton, St. 

Paul, Lewistown, and Trinity, Stanford on July 22, 2018.  Rev. Wiegert is enrolled in the SMP program, 

through Concordia Seminary.   

L-R: Pastor Schlund, Pastor Stinnett, Pastor Forke, Pastor Mark Wiegert, Pastor Ray Wiegert, Pastor Paul, 

Pastor Williams, Pastor Weishoff 
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Praises and Prayer Requests from our Missionaries  

Preus:  

Thank you for reading our summer newsletter. We continue to be excited about the work our Lord is doing 

in the Dominican Republic and across Latin America. We sincerely appreciate everything you do to support 

this missionary effort, and we hope you have a joyful and peaceful summer. Go with God! Vaya con Dios!  

Please pray for safe travel during the Preus’ home service 

Birthdays: 

 David - Feb. 4 

 Jennifer - July 22 

 Hans - Nov. 6 

 Rebekah - Sept. 30 

 Rolf - Dec. 17 

 Lena - Aug. 13 

 Søren  - July 1 

 Leif - March 7 

 Andreas - July 25 

Wedding Anniversary:  Sept. 27 

Schlund: (missionaries originally from Montana) 

Pray for the Schlunds as they serve in Mexico City and continue to learn the culture and language. Pray that 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ has free reign through the LCMS missionaries serving in Mexico. Ask the Lord of 

the Harvest to call more workers from Mexico to spread the Gospel in their country. Pray the hearts of 

people here in the United States are moved to pray for and to financially support the Schlunds so they can 

“go with” this family on their journey of faith. Let us give thanks to God that the Schlunds are serving in this 

part of the world.  

Birthdays: 

 Andrew - Oct. 21 

 Kelsey - Aug. 16 

 Charlotte - March 28 

 Margaret - May 2 

Wedding Anniversary: June 17 

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (ESV) 
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Praises and Prayer Requests from our Missionaries  

Stinnett:  
Give thanks for: healthy pregnancy so far, the many churches and host families who have opened their 

doors so lovingly. 

Praise God for: safe travels, a safe arrival in Montana with the baby still undelivered—now we are just 

waiting for his birth, Rev. Wiegert’s ordination  

Please Pray for: the Mekane Yesus Seminary as they start the academic year at the end of August, for peace 

in Ethiopia, Johanna’s pregnancy and the baby—due early August, safe travels as we start back east again, 

continued improvement in our language training, the new seminary students who are preparing to leave 

their families to study, the Rabe family who is also travelling for support raising this summer, the need for 

additional pastors for the EECMY and for faithful teaching.  

Birthdays: 

 Eric - April 12 
 Johanna - Feb. 15 
 Rachael - Feb. 22 
 Naomi - Aug. 27 
 Luke - May 9 

Wedding Anniversary:  May 29 

Thompson:  
Please pray for: the faithful pastors and leaders in Sierra Leone and in the CELC-SL, and her people, for the 

faithful pastors and leaders in Ghana and in the ELCG, and her people, for all people in the world, that they 

hear the Gospel and believe in Christ, for Rev. Thompson as he learns much and works hard at linguistics 

training, for the ministry of all the missionaries around the world, especially our colleagues in the West 

Africa Region.  

Birthdays: 

 Douglas - Aug. 28 
 Angela - July 15 

Wedding Anniversary: July 15 

Warner:  
Every week we pray for a congregation that supports God’s mission work here in Spain—that God would 

draw people to the clear proclamation of the Gospel in your church.  

We are thankful: for the strong leadership council of IELE, made up of both pastors and lay people, for 

God’s provision of financial resources, through you and other generous donors. 

Please pray and ask: that God goes before us, opening doors for conversation about His love and grace, 

that God protect us as we continue to travel this summer, and visiting members across Span. 

Birthdays: 

 David - March 13 
 Shelee - Nov. 22 

Wedding Anniversary: May 21 
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Upcoming Ambassadors of Reconciliation Trainings 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings is hosting THREE reconciliation training event in September: 

 Coaching People through Conflict - Sept 17 & 18 

 Mediating People through Conflict - Sept 19 & 20 

 Advanced Coaching and Mediation - Sept 18 - 20 

These events are excellent for both laity and church workers interested in cultivating lifestyles of 

reconciliation. Find all the information you need at our NEW website: www.aorhope.org.  

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 

you.  

Ephesians 4:32 (ESV) 

Our Montana Missionaries 

Please continue your prayerful support of our Montana Missionaries and consider supporting them 
financially as they go forth to proclaim the Gospel 

Rev. David and Jennifer Preus-Dominican Republic 

Rev. Eric and Johanna Stinnett-Ethiopia 

Rev. Doug and Angela Thompson-Sierra Leone  

Rev. David and Shelee Warner-Spain 

To support God’s work you may send a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

P.O. Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  

Mark checks “Last Name-Location Serving”  

For example: “Preus-Dominican Republic” 

Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page at lcms.org/last 

name of missionary  

For example: lcms.org/Thompson 

OR 

Mission Central  

40718 Highway E-16  

Mapleton, IA 51034  

Mark checks “Last Name-Location Serving” 

http://www.aorhope.org
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Montana District Schools 

Mount Olive Lutheran Early Childhood Ministry, Billings 

Mount Olive Lutheran School Classical Academy (K-8), Billings 

Trinity Lutheran School (K-8), Billings 

Trinity Lutheran Childcare/Preschool, Billings 

King’s Kids Preschool, Columbia Falls 

Our Savior Promises Preschool, Glendive 

Wee Disciples Lutheran School and Childcare Center, Great Falls 

Grace Lutheran Learning Center, Hamilton 

First Lutheran School (PS-6), Helena 

Trinity Lutheran School (PS-8), Kalispell 

Trinity Lutheran Childcare, Kalispell 

Trinity Lutheran Classical School (PS-6), Miles City 

First Lutheran Classical School (PS-6), Missoula 

Messiah Lutheran Preschool, Missoula 

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool, Park City 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool, Polson 

Little Lambs Preschool, Ronan 

Our Savior Lutheran Preschool, Stevensville 

Shepherd of the Valley Preschool, Salmon, ID 

Grace Lutheran Preschool, Three Forks  

For contact information, please visit: http://www.mtdistlcms.org/directories/  

Teacher Needed 

Trinity Lutheran Classical School, of Miles City, Montana, is searching for a part-time teacher for the 2018-

2019 academic year.  The teacher will be responsible for teaching various subjects to 7th and 8th grade 

students.  It entails approximately 26 hours per week.  For more information or to refer a name of 

someone located in the Miles City area or planning to move to the area who might be interested, please 

contact Rev. Howard Schreibeis, Headmaster, at (406)234-4983 or trinity@midrivers.com. 

http://www.mtdistlcms.org/directories/
mailto:trinity@midrivers.com
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary 
July 23, 2018 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, July 23rd, at the District office, for the quarterly 
board meeting.  Items included the 2nd quarter financial statements, a review of this summer’s Youth Camp, an 
update on the sale of the River of Life property (residential), the funding of 12 school grant requests, a review of 
Concordia Plan Services tool to help determine pastoral compensation, a review of the 2018 District Convention, 
Church Worker Scholarship awards and the Standing Committee Roster for 2018.   

According to the Presidential Outlook for 2018-2021, District Issues to keep in our prayers include:  

1.Workers in the harvest field (fewer candidates from Seminaries, number of men planning to retire, number of 
men asking for  calls) 

2.Congregations getting smaller (aging congregations, unpopularity of membership, congregations closing) 

3.More multiple parishes 

4.More congregations served electronically 

5.Missions 

6.District office building 

7.DP visits with congregational elders 

District Standing Committee meetings will be September 21st-22nd, and the next Board of Directors meeting will be 
held, Friday, October 19 at the District office in Billings. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO HIS MINISTRY 

On August 12, 2018, the family of Marian Pinkham and the congregation of Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Miles City commemorated Marian’s 57+ years of service to His 

ministry as an organist at Trinity, M.C. with a cake reception and lovely wooden 

appreciation plaque. (Marian has played the organ for church services for over 60 

years, including 4 years at Roundup, MT.) 

“Rejoice at the sound of the organ.”  Job 21:12 KJV 

Faith Lutheran Congregation in Boulder, Montana had their annual worship service and church picnic at Elkhorn 

Picnic Grounds Sunday August 19.  It was wonderful worshiping God in His Creation and enjoying Christian 

Fellowship together at their annual outing.  

Around the District 


