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 “It’s amazing.”  It’s beautiful.”  Watching the sun set across Flathead Lake from Trinity Camp is a breathtaking experience.  

Standing in awe, words cannot adequately express the beauty.  Perhaps you have witnessed a sight of rare and extreme beauty.  

Words fail, but we usually try to say something anyway.  It’s beautiful, that’s true, but it is more than that.  When the visual has a 

physical effect, something miraculous has happened.   

 Imagine, for the moment that you had been on the mount of transfiguration.  Do you suppose you would have responded in any 

other way than the stunned blathering of Peter?  When events occur that are completely beyond our comprehension, when the sight 

before our eyes carries such beauty, such glory, that it defies explanation, and perhaps even provokes fear, we may be driven into 

emotional overload.  Not knowing what to say, we may say something anyway.  Then, having been brought back to a more modest 

reality, we are often disappointed.   

 In the transfiguration of Jesus we see this emotional rollercoaster impact the disciples.  First the disciples get to see Jesus in His 

glory with Moses and Elijah. (Mark 9:2-9) Then He brings them down from the mountain.  He brings them down physically.  Peter asks 

to stay, but Jesus says no, they must return to the humdrum of daily life.  He brings them down emotionally.  He creates an emotional 

whiplash by following the vision of glory with talk about His death.  He brings them down spiritually.  Immediately before and after 

this event Jesus tells His disciples about His death.  The glory of the transfiguration needs context.  That context is His death and 

resurrection.  Jesus helps them, and us, to understand that His metamorphosis is supposed to be understood in His resurrection.  The 

true glory of Jesus is seen in His victory over death. 

 To this day we prefer the mountaintop experience to the routine of daily life. Like Peter, we enjoy the thrill of emotional highs and 

may prefer to stay at the summit of surreal splendor. Such desires may cause us to fear the reality of our daily lives.  There are many 

ways this desire may manifest itself.  We may seek escape through the thrills of physical danger, through alcohol or drugs, through 

overworking, or even through an ever escalating emotional experience in worship.  The dangers of living in a sinful world are 

manifold.  

 While it is true that the disciples saw Jesus in His glory, and that someday we too will cast our eyes on the beatific vision, that is 

not where He has promised to meet us today.  As long as we are in this world we find Jesus, and the glory He shares with us, where 

He has promised to be, in His Word and Sacraments.  These humble elements remind you that He is with you wherever you are.  

 Jesus is not far away on some mountaintop that you have to reach by your strength, goodness, or effort. He has promised to be 

with you to the end of the age. His incarnation, death and resurrection, and thus, His transfiguration, remind us that Jesus came to be 

with us. Far from having to climb up to Him, His death and resurrection bring you up. You cannot climb the mountain of the glory of 

God, nor remain there by your own might. Instead Jesus comes down to bring you up to Himself. Through faith in Him, and the glory 

of who He is, He brings us to be with Him. 

 Jesus told His disciples not to talk about the transfiguration until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  The transfiguration 

required the context of the resurrection.  But you don’t have to wait to talk about the transfiguration of Jesus.  And you don’t have to 

question what the rising from the dead might mean.  Jesus has worked them both in you.  Your whole life is lived in the beauty of His 

glorious resurrection. 

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 

“Until the Son of Man Had Risen from the Dead” 
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District President’s Calendar 

Feb  6-9:  Council of Presidents, Florida 

Feb   11:  Trinity, Harlowton 

Feb  12:  Southern Circuit Winkel: Christ 

     the King, Billings 

Feb   14:  Ash Wednesday Service,  

     Harlowton 

Feb   18:  Official Visit: Trinity, Sidney/St.  

     John, Fairview 

Feb   25:  Trinity, Harlowton 

Mar 4:  Official Visit: St. Mark, Butte/ 

     Zion, Whitehall 

Mar 5:  Speak Up Speech Tournament: 

     Trinity Lutheran School, Billings 

Mar 11:  Trinity, Harlowton 

Mar 22-23: Regional COP, Sioux Falls, SD 

Mar 25:  Trinity, Harlowton 

Mar 30:  Good Friday Service, Harlowton 

Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call 

process for a pastor.  Rev. Andrew Eckert 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Concordia in Williston is in the call process.  

Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus continues to serve as 

the vacancy pastor. 

First Lutheran Church, Bozeman is in the call 

process for an associate pastor. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

Thompson Falls, is in the call process for a 

pastor.  Rev. Ray Larson continues to serve as 

the vacancy pastor. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Rock Springs, has 

officially closed as of January 28, 2018.  The 

church was established in 1926 and was served 

by Rev. Howard Schreibeis.  The members have 

transferred to Trinity Lutheran Church, Miles 

City, which is also served by Pastor Schreibeis. 

What does our Synod say about some of the most prominent social issues in our society today?  

Visit: https://www.lcms.org/social-issues for information and resources on topics such as, marriage, 

sexuality, immigration, religious liberty and racism.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 

that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it.  

John 1:1-5 (ESV) 

https://www.lcms.org/social-issues
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Dr. Gibbs of the St. Louis Seminary addresses 
the Pastor's of the Quad-Circuit conference 
regarding means of emphasizing the 
resurrection of Christ 

District News 

L: Rev. David Renfro, R: Rev. David Warner.  Rev. 

Warner and Shelee visited Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Cedar Rapids, IA, where Rev. Renfro, who previously 

served First Lutheran, Missoula, is the senior pastor 

 

On January 21, 2018, at 2p.m., about 200 people gathered at St. Patrick’s Co-Cathedral for the 
Billings March for Life.  About 10 Lutherans participated.  The march began at St. Patrick’s, 
proceeded along Third Avenue North to the courthouse and returned in silence to the church.  Rev. 
Terry Forke said the closing prayer for the event.   

L-R front row: Jim Rigby, Rebekah Rigby, Anna Rodriguez, Nicole Rodriguez, Abigail Rigby, Sarah 
Rigby, and Cheryl Forke 

L-R back row: Vicar Matthias Wollberg holding Henrietta Wollberg, Eileen Rodriguez, and President 
Forke 

Not Pictured: Naomi and Mary (in stroller) Wollberg and Pastor Zoeller  
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Excerpt from:  The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic Fall 2017  
 

August  

Towards the end of July, a lapsed 
member approached me requesting that I 
baptize the children of his friends. I told 
him that nothing would give me greater 
pleasure than to sit down with him and 
them together, explain to them the 
Christian faith, and receive them into the 
holy Christian Church through holy 
baptism. By the following week, I had 
several more requests from four different 
families. I spent as much time as I was able 
teaching them about the spiritual benefits of baptism, encouraging them to receive me as their pastor, and 
embrace the teachings of our church-before they were baptized. All the while, the lapsed member, who had 
been introducing me to his friends, returned to church and began attending regularly. On August 20, I 
baptized 11 people. During the same divine service, we dedicated the seminary building, celebrated the 
graduation of Vicar Idjon and four deaconess students. Meanwhile, we welcomed the arrival of our new 
seminary students from Mexico, Guatemala, Venezuela, Peru, Chile, and the Dominican Republic and got 
them settled into their new homes (married students) and the "dormitory on the hill" (unmarried students). 
What a privilege it has been to get to know these young men and their families. All of them are committed 
Lutherans eager to serve the church in their homelands, and I pray that they are learning as much from me 
as I am from them. In the middle of all this action, my duties mounting like never before, we carried on with 
church services and visits as usual. And yet, as August drew to a close, the biggest challenge was still to 
come. In the next month we would officially open classes at our new seminary.  

October  

October 1 was the big day we had been preparing for months. This particular 
Sunday fell on the weekend of our fall "foro," a bi-annual conference with 
partners from all over the world in attendance. On this day, my good friend, 
Idjon Fritz, was ordained as pastor.  Our four deaconess students, too, were 
consecrated for service in our church and community. Five professors were 
installed in their respective faculty and administrative positions-Pastor Joel 
Fritche, director; Pastor Sergio Fritzler, faculty dean; Pastor Roberto 
Bustamante, academic dean; Pastor Sergio Maita, dean of students; and Pastor 
David Preus, seminary chaplain. Members from each of our four congregations 
in the Dominican Republic, as well as eight of our fulltime students, including 
our Dominican vicar, Yban Navarro, were in attendance to celebrate this big 
day. I cannot tell you how happy I am to have Idjon serving at my side. We 
work well together, and his love for the gospel and desire to bring the message 
of Christ to our community and build up our church in Palmar is truly 
contagious...What keeps me going? I always look forward to Friday, which 
begins with Divine Service, followed by class, and then lunch with the 
students. After lunch, I take an hour break in my office with a reading from 

Luther, and then press on with visits, which continue until 4pm when Pastor Idjon and I have our weekly 
Bible study with the deaconesses followed by more studies in members' homes until the sun goes down. 
Weekends are full of church services and precious time with family. I will let Jenny fill you in on what's 
happening on the home front, but suffice it to say that I am very proud of the way she has kept our home 
and family during our first year on the mission field. God is good.  The gospel is being preached. God's people 
are being built up. New Christians are being added to Christ's kingdom. Christ's mission continues in the 
Dominican Republic.  

L-R: Rev. Idjon and Rev. Preus 

The seminary students and faculty for 2017-2018 



The Lord Grows His Church      

Within 2 months of opening our new worship facility for San Pablo 

Congregation in Seville, God has brought 2 new members to the 

congregation!  Camilla is a life-long Lutheran from Finland.  She said, 

“The Advent time (which I love) made me long for that feeling of home 

which going to a Lutheran service always gives me.” Using google she 

found the website and contacted David.  She has lived in Seville 16 

years, never knowing there was a church here. She is grateful to be able 

to worship, to join with other believers, and to receive the Lord’s Supper 

every Sunday.  

Brian also found Lutheran teaching on the internet and contacted us via 

our website. You might remember reading about him in the December 

letter.  He does not live in Seville but was committed to learning about God’s free grace and salvation in Jesus 

Christ.  He travelled to Seville several Sundays for worship, travelled with David to meet the congregation in 

Cartagena, and met with David via skype for new member catechism classes. Now that he’s a member, he 

continues in Bible study, exploring the possibilities of a church worker career.  

Excerpt from: God’s Mission in Spain January 2018: 
The Missionary Journey of Rev. David & Shelee Warner 

Rev. Warner, Camilla, Rev. Lehman  

Excerpt from:  Facebook update #6-Rev. Doug and Angie Thompson 
To Bo We Go - January 27, 2018 

 We arrived safely in Bo, with God providing a safe place for us to land while we look for a place to live. We are 
thankful for our expatriate friends here in Bo who have assisted us in this way. We have also met with Rev. James Yasseh, 
who is the Director of Education for the CELC-SL, and will be the future principle of the seminary in Jembe – a small 
village about 40 miles east of Bo. He took us to several locations for possible living sites. We also met a man, Mr. Tejan, 
through our friends the Reifels, who showed us another place. Our very good Sierra Leonian friend, Fudia, whom we 
stayed with last May, showed us her own place as well.  We have more to look at and consider in the coming days. 
 Finding a place to live is not nearly as easy as it is in the Unites States. Here, everything is basically a major building 
project that needs to be negotiated along with the rent. Some places involve much greater work than others – then then 
you have to arrange for materials, construction, and oversee its completion – and also secure (guard) any materials being 
used for whatever the project is. It is intricate, overwhelming, and time consuming. Location, electricity, and internet 
availability are all factors that go into the assessment. There are simply not very many places available. The city of Bo 
runs maybe on 40% electrical power (on a good day).  Foremost for us is security. Crime is high in Bo. Home invasions, 
robberies, and muggings are something we always need to be aware of and guard against. It really doesn’t matter where 
you live in Sierra Leone, this is simply a part of daily life. 
 Our prayer is that we can find a place to live that is safe and secure and will give us peace of mind so we can do the 
work we’ve been sent to do. We are in a good place now which is ideal, but also expensive.  We would love to work 
something out more permanent.  We trust that God will guide us and reveal where we need to be. Please pray for us in 
this regard. Pray also that God give us patience, wisdom, and discernment (not necessarily in that order) in navigating all 
of this, as we are basically opening up a whole new field. We are currently the only LCMS missionaries here… 
 Thank you for all your emails back to us. Your encouragement, support, and prayers mean so much to us. Please know 
that we pray for you each and every night, thanking God for your support of us, and praying that he bless you by the 
strengthening of your faith in the forgiveness of your sins for Jesus’ sake. Tenke Tenke – and thanks be to God. 
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

January 29, 2018 

 The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, January 29th, at the District office, for the 

quarterly board meeting.  Items included proposed budget adjustments, review of overtures to the District 

Convention, the pursuit of a candidate to serve Redeemer Lutheran Church, Anaconda, the closing of Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Rock Springs, and building/remodeling projects for First Lutheran Church, Bozeman, and St. 

John Lutheran Church, Deer Lodge.   

 President Forke reported that he made 5 congregational visits, 7 preaching visits, 2 school visits, 6 pastor 

visits, 4 commissioned minister visits, 2 circuit meetings, 2 circuit visitor meetings, 2 District conferences, 7 

other District level meetings, 1 Council of President’s Meeting, and 1 official act of  installing Rev. Adam Salinas 

as sole pastor to St. John Lutheran Church, Fairfield  and Zion Lutheran Church, Power and associate pastor to 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls. The tentative calendar for the remainder of the year include:  BOD meeting 

May 4th in Great Falls, Montana District Convention June 11th-14th in Billings, BOD meeting July 23rd  in Billings, 

BOD meeting October 15th in Billings, and BOD meeting January 28th in Billings. 

Synod Calendar March 2018 

March 11th-13th: Lutheran School Administrators Conference, Kissimmee, Florida 

March 15th @1-2pm: Webinar: Teaching the Faith: Working Partnerships: Dual/Multi Parishes 

March 15th-18th: Lutheran Youth Fellowship-2018 Leadership Training, Florissant, Missouri  

A Little Relief 

 The Montana District Board of Directors is tasked with supervising the business affairs of the District in a way 

that assists the congregations of the District be about the mission of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

That often takes the form of managing limited resources to their maximum effect.  Every once in a while 

resources become abundant and the Board gets to share the wealth.  

 That happened this year.  The Montana District was blessed with more investment income in 2017 than was 

expected.  At its January 29, 2018 meeting the Board of Directors decided to use some of that unexpected 

income to grant a little relief to the congregations of District by forgiving the convention assessments for the 

year, (i.e. the money needed to conduct the District and Synod conventions).  This amounts to about $23,000 in 

total but is paid by congregations on the basis communicant membership.  Congregations will still receive an 

assessment for the support of Pastor and Teacher conferences, but will not have to pay the convention 

assessment.   

 In addition the Board directed that further excess monies be distributed to the Church Worker Scholarship 

fund, the Schools Fund, (for support of Montana District schools), and for the support of a Pastor in Anaconda.   

Thank God for His generosity to the Montana District.  

Rev. Terry Forke 
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Bible Study, 

Fellowship,  

and More! 

The 2018 LWML Montana District Convention will be held in 

Missoula at First Lutheran Church. We welcome all church women 

to join us beginning Friday evening for a weekend of fellowship, 

uplifting Bible studies, singing, and inspiring speakers. You will also 

be part of selecting mission grants for the next two years. In the 

past, these grants have supported scholarships, outreach, 

missions, and more. 

More information and 

registration forms will be 

available soon in the Montana Missive. We hope to see you there! 

For more information, go to www.mtdistrictlwml.com or contact 

Christine Wallace at 406.728.2869. 

 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV) 

Save the Date—Join us April 20-22, 2018 

http://www.mtdistrictlwml.com/


Adopt-A-Bunk Program 

After more than a decade of metal bunks that are now getting squeaky, we are going back to wooden bunks with 
brand new thicker mattresses.  We are looking for churches, groups, and families who would like to donate towards 
this program. Not all the cabins will have the same style of bunks, but the styles will be the same in each individual 
cabin.  Each cabin will also have a bunk with a queen bottom bunk for family-style housing. 

     $4,500 for a cabin with 4 log bunks                      $3,500 for a cabin with 4 wooden bunks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$2,000 - for a cabin with 4 wooden bunks made from scratch 

For more information, contact 
Camp Director, Pastor Kevin Bueltmann at:  

309-613-4884 or TrinityCampExec@gmail.com 

2018 Montana District Convention 
Registration forms are available online at:  

http://www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-district/2018-montana-district-convention/ 

All rostered workers are required to attend and participate in the District Convention.  If you are not a voting 
attendee, please use the “Advisory Delegate” form.  If you are unable to attend, please contact your circuit visitor. 

Date:  June 11th-14th, 2018  

Location:  Trinity Lutheran School    

  2802 Belvedere Dr 

  Billings, MT 59102 

Questions: office@mtdistlcms.org  Or  406-259-2908 
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