
MONTANA 

8  

June 2015 

Montana District LCMS          30 Broadwater Avenue, Billings, MT 59101          (406) 259-2908 
office@mtdistlcms.org          www.mtdistlcms.org 

-

 I am not very good with names.  It is a 
curse for a man in my position, but I really strug-
gle with remembering names.  People from 
across the Montana District and around the 
country, expecting me to remember them, will 
begin a conversation without introduction.  
Sometimes I smile and nod, hoping to pick up 
some clue in what they are saying as to who 
they are.  That, however, is a rather dicey tactic.  
If no hint is forthcoming, the longer they go on 
talking the more likely it is that they will realize I 
don’t recognize them.  That is embarrassing.  I 
have found it far better to interrupt at the be-
ginning, with, “I am sorry.  I can’t think of your 
name.  How do I know you?”  I suppose some 
may be offended I don’t remember them, but it 
certainly prevents greater misunderstanding 
later.  
 Knowing names is important for per-
sonal relationships.  It turns out, knowing a 
name, (and recalling it at the proper occasion), 
is a powerful symbol of belonging.  We know we 
belong to and with each other when we know 
each other’s names.  
 In less than a month we will be gath-
ered in Billings for the 33rd convention of the 
Montana District under the theme from Acts 
4:12, “No Other Name.”  Peter, erstwhile deni-
er, now bold confessor, stands before the very 
same men who, not too much earlier had con-
demned Jesus to death, and proclaims the name 
of Jesus.  “There is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.”   
 Peter knew he belonged to Jesus be-
cause Jesus had called him by name.  Yet, there 
was a moment when the threats of the world 
caused Peter to deny the name of Jesus. “I do 
not know the man!”  But, names are powerful.  
Belonging to Jesus was so powerful that the 
Spirit of God turned Peter around.  
 

Now, weeks later, caution thrown to the wind, 
Peter says there is no other name by which we 
must be saved.  When the Church needed it 
most God used Peter to confess the name of 
Jesus.  
 Centuries later the Church was des-
perately in need of a confession of the name of 
Jesus.  During the time of the Reformation the 
name of Jesus had been pushed to the peripher-
ies of the powers of the Church.  Salvation, it 
was taught, came through the name of the 
Pope.  In the face of such blasphemy the Re-
formers made many confessions.  One of them 
we will study together during the District Con-
vention.  The Smalcald Articles, written in 1536, 
by Martin Luther, are a daring confession of the 
name of Jesus.  Luther was charged to hold this 
confession, “though property and life, peace or 
war are at stake.”   
  A few more centuries later, today, 
the Church finds itself in need of a confession of 
the name Jesus.  Many individuals, and entire 
denominations, fearing the threats of this world, 
have abandoned the name of Jesus as the only 
name that saves.  Most have given themselves 
over to some vague notion of an act of love as 
the power that saves.  “If we are just loving 
enough,” (Which, being translated means allow-
ing people to act however they desire to act), 
“we will be saved.”   
 You will hear no such pablum when 
you read the Smalcald Articles, which I encour-
age you to do.  This confession directs us away 
from all others, and to Jesus only, for the salva-
tion of our souls.  During our discussion time, at 
the convention, we will consider ways that we 
can make the good confession of the name of 
Jesus.  If you are in Billlings June 22-25, even if 
you are not a delegate, you can join us for our 
study under the theme, “No Other Name.” 
 

 

The slate for District President 
Nominations for District President (listed in alphabetical order, number of nominations in paren-

theses) 

Rev. Terry Forke (15) – accepted the nomination 

Rev. Dr. John Sias (1) – accepted the nomination 

 

The slate for 1st VP 
Nominations for 1st VP (listed in alphabetical order, number of nominations in parentheses) 

Rev. Terry Forke (1) – accepted the nomination 

Rev. Bruce Linderman (1) – declined the nomination 

Rev. Howard Schreibeis (4) – accepted the nomination 

Rev. Dr. John Sias (1) – accepted the nomination 

Rev. Chris Tabbert (12) – accepted the nomination 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Slate for Secretary 

Schultz, Rev. Mark (3) 
The Slate for Pastor Member of the Board of Directors 

Grunst, Rev. Mark  (1) 

Paul, Rev. Gerald  (1) 

Wendt, Rev. Ryan  (2) 

Whaley, Rev. Kyle  (1) 

The Slate for Lay Member of the Board of Directors 

Lewis, Pat  (1) 

Meier, Keith (1) 

Roseleip (1) 

Scott, Mark (2) 

The Slate for Teacher Member of the Board of Directors 

Topp, David  (3) 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE CONVENTION  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
The Slate for Pastor Member of Convention Nominating  

Committee 
Jacobs, Rev. Dan (2) 

Koss, Rev. James (1) 

Whaley, Rev. Kyle (1) 

 

The Slate for Lay Member of Convention Nominating  

Committee 

Arves, Roy (2) 

Bauer, Kale (1) 

Olinghouse, Joel (1) 

2015 District Convention Nominations 

“No Other Name” 

Rev. Terry Forke, Montana District President 
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June 13-27    Red Lodge Camp 

           14       Trinity– Harlowton 

        22-25     Montana District Convention, 

                      Billings 

 

July   12        Trinity—Harlowton 

          26        Trinity—Harlowton        

          27        Board of Directors—Billings 

 

Aug    9        Trinity—Harlowton 

          23       Trinity—Harlowton 

          25       Circuit Visitors, Billings 

First Lutheran, Missoula:  Rev. Grant 

Bode,  Redeemer, New Ulm, MN de-

clined the call for senior pastor. 

Trinity, Billings has issued a call to Rev. 

Dan Keinath of South Shore Trinity, 

White Bear Lake, MN. 

Rev. Willis McCall accepted the call to 

Redeemer Lutheran  Church, Hardin and 

will be installed June 14th at 5 pm. 

Trinity, Superior is in the call process. 

Rev. Erich Kaelberer retired April 12, 

2015 from Shepherd of the Valley, 

Thompson Falls. 

Rev. James Koss retired April  20, 2015 

from Redeemer, Hardin. 

DCE Jason Schleicher, Trinity, Billings 

accepted a call to Salem Lutheran 

Church, Tomball, TX.   

Triple parish St Paul, Lewistown, Trini-

ty, Stanford and Our Savior, Denton are 

in the call process. 

 

Around the District District President’s Calendar 

Fall 2015 Important Dates 

September 11-13:  Pastor’s Wives’ Retreat, 

Mt Olive, Billings 

October 2-3:  Early Childhood Educators 

Conference, Trinity, Great Falls 

October 14-16:  Pastors’-Teachers’  

Conference, Kalispell 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is offering a special grant opportunity, Stand 
With Your Community Grant Program, in recognition of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. 
$1 million is available for this grant opportunity. 

To learn more, go to www.lcms.org and click on Get Involved and the Stand With Your 

Community Grant 

The students of Mount Olive Lutheran School entertained family and friends at their 
Snack Theater May 6, 2015.  Damon and Pythias, a classical legend,was rewritten in 
theatrical form by Fan Kissen. The audience cheered as the King's heart was changed 
and Damon did not have to give up his life for his friend Pythias. Nicole Rodriguez 
wrote the epilogue tying the story into Christ's selfless love for us.  She played the pi-
ano as everyone closed the evening with the hymn, "What a Friend We Have In Jesus."  

On Sunday, May 3rd, the quilts from Our Savior Lutheran Church - Glendive were dis-
played on each pew in the sanctuary. The quilts were the topic of discussion that Sun-
day morning and were blessed in the prayers of the service. The OSLC quilting group 
was thanked for all their hours and hard work. The quilters and members from the 
church loaded fifty-seven boxes (722 lbs) on May 16th for Lutheran World Relief. The 
group sent 52 quilts, 45 baby care kits, 54 school kits, 24 personal care kits, 11 sewing 
kits, 41 lbs of soap, and 4 blankets. Twelve area churches also brought boxes and to-
gether with OSLC a total of 6,236 lbs was sent off to Lutheran World Relief. The quilt-
ers from OSLC also reach the community with their beautiful quilts. The ladies 
have blessed our community with 131 quilts. Praise God!  

News from Our Savior, Glendive 
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Please join us on Sunday, August 2, 2015 

as we give thanks to God for 100 years 

of faithful proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Worship Service at 9:00 am 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

35681 Terrace Lake Road 

Ronan, MT 59864 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Terry Forke, Montana District President 

Church Float in the Pioneer Day Parade - 12:30 pm 

Picnic at St. Paul Lutheran Church - 1:30 pm 

Free Will Offering 

 

For more information, please call the church at 406-676-8280 

or visit our website: ronanchurch.org 

Camping Available: Call Donna Cheff - 406-676-2837 

On April 12, 2015, Greysen Tate Miller was baptized 
at Zion, Chinook.  Pictured l-r are John Miller, Pastor 
Mark Schultz holding Greysen, Amanda Miller, and 
sponsors Amber and Eric Miller.   

For the Lord is good and His love endures forever; 

His faithfulness continues through all generations. 
Psalm 100:5 

Members of First 

Lutheran, Missoula, 

load the Lutheran 

World Relief truck 

on Sat. May 18th.   

The Sunday School in Zion, Chinook provided special music 
on Mother’s Day.  Back row l-r: Benton Elliot, Sasha Gallas, 
Yelena Miller, Amanda Nord.  Front row l-r: Alexis Gallas, Jen 
Mord, Bryce Elliot, Lori Mord, Henry Miller, Kiley Huravitch, 
Brockton Elliot.  Accompanying on piano was Britten Elliot. 
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   The Gospel in Ghana  
    Excerpts from Rev. Doug and Angie Thompson’s May Newsletter 
 
This is our first newsletter; one of many, we pray, in which we will keep you up-to-

date with the happenings in our lives and the lives of God’s people in Ghana, West 

Africa. We plan to send this newsletter on a monthly basis via e-mail, and snail-mail 

for those who do not have e-mail. We are just beginning our journey of God’s contin-

uing mission in Ghana, and pray His blessings that His Gospel may continue to have 

free course in that land. 

There is only one mission, and it’s God’s. God’s mis-

sion is this: The sending of His Son Jesus Christ to 

suffer and die and to rise so that sinful mankind may 

be saved from sin and death for everlasting life. God 

marks us into His mission through the waters of holy 

Baptism. There we are buried with Christ in His death 

and raised in His resurrection.  

He draws us into His mission when we eat and drink 

the very body and blood of our risen Lord Jesus, for in 

doing so we proclaim His death until He comes again 

in glory.  

He makes us part of His mission by calling us His royal priesthood and sending us to 

tell the wonders of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.  

The mission of God’s Word and Sacrament is going forth in Ghana, West Africa, 

where God will continue to make it grow and flourish.  

What a joy that God has made us part and parcel of His mission!  

The motto of Ghana is “Freedom and Justice.” Thanks be to God that He forgives our 

sins through the justice earned for us by Christ’s death and resurrection, which brings 

everlasting freedom.        Soli Deo Gloria! 
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 

hand” Isaiah 41:10.  

   Blessings in Christ, Doug & Angie Thompson  

What’s happening with us?  
 
It seems like the last two months have been a blur, but what a joy!  
On Ash Wednesday, Doug accepted the Divine Call to serve as Theological Educa-
tor in Ghana, West Africa. He will serve at the seminary in the capital city of Accra, 
be involved with Word and Sacrament ministry in a congregation, recruit men for 
the ministry, and lead pre- and post-seminary education.  
 
His service of 16 years as pastor of St. Paul  
Lutheran Church in Park City, MT came to a  
close at the end of February. What a blessing it  
was to serve those dear saints of our Lord Jesus  
Christ! Lord, keep them steadfast in Your Word.  
 
The first two weeks of March were spent in  
St. Louis, attending missionary orientation at  
the LC-MS International Center. Our Synod is  
blessed through the people whom God has in  
place there. The rest of the month was spent  
getting Doug’s study organized at home, sched-  
uling visits in congregations, and beginning to  
build our net-work of support.  
 
Angie will continue working full time as long as it is feasible; she truly enjoys her 
work. Our health is good. We are looking forward to spending some family time 
together in the remaining months we have here, anticipating some great camping 
time this summer. While there is much to plan and do, we rest in the Lord’s prom-
ise of forgiveness and life in Christ. He is our strength and tower and shield, and so 
He is for you.  
We would like to thank each and every one of you for the prayer, moral, and finan-
cial support we have received from you thus far. It is truly amazing and humbling 
to see the response of God’s people to His Word and mission. To God alone be the 
glory!  

 

Parishes: 800  

Congregations: 200  

Baptized Members: 29000  

Communicant Members: 25000  

Active Pastors: 14  

Seminaries: 1 (Accra) 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax

-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

P.O. Box 790089  

St. Louis, MO 63179-0089.  

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod. Mark checks on the memo line: 

“Thompson - Ghana.” Gifts can also be given se-

curely online through the LCMS website, on my 

online giving page at www.lcms.org/thompson.  

Thank you 


