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FAIR BOOTH 

     Trinity Lutheran Church & Classical School, 
Preschool – 6th, along with Lutherans For Life of 
Custer County, had a booth at the Eastern Mon-
tana Fair, Miles City on August 20th – 23rd, 2014.  
Each year the Fair Board names a theme for the 
fair.  This year it was “Shake, Rattle, & Roll.”  
Trinity ran with this theme making Bible verse 
posters relating the story of Jesus’ death on the 
cross and resurrection.  The posters featured 
these verses: 

     “And when Jesus cried out again in a loud 
voice, He gave up His spirit.  At that moment the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two from top 
to bottom.  The earth shook and the rocks split.”   
Matthew 27:50-51 

     “When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and 
all that had happened, they were terrified and exclaimed, “Surely He was the Son of God!”   
Matthew 27:54 

     “Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb 
that he had cut out of the rock.  He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and 
went away.”    Matthew 27:59-60 

     “There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going 
to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. … The guards were so afraid of him that they 
shook and became like dead men.”   Matthew: 28:2, 4 

     The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified, He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.  Come and see the place where 
He lay.”  Matthew 28:5-6             

     Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
Me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you.  And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”   Matthew 28:18-20 

     “After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was taken up into heaven and He sat at the 
right hand of God.  Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed His Word by the signs that accompanied it.”   Mark 16:19-20 

     “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and 
the earth, the sea and the dry land.  I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will 
come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord Almighty.”   Haggai 2:6-7 

      “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars.  On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of 
what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.  At that time they will see 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  When these things begin to take 
place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”   Luke 21:25-28   

 

The Image of God 

 “That looks like God.”  A somewhere-
around-four-year-old, clinging to his father’s 
neck, reached out his hand to touch the crucifix 
that hung around Pastor John Frahm’s neck.  I 
happened to be standing next to him, following 
the installation of Pastor Frahm as the new 
Pastor of Concordia, Williston.  It was a loving 
caress, the pudgy little finger tracing the con-
tours of our Savior’s body on the cross.  “That 
looks like God.”   
 The rest of the congregation pressed 
the line forward, so there was no time for fur-
ther interview.  I was struck by his profound 
theological insight.  This young man was able 
to see what much of the world cannot see and 
what all too many Christians don’t want to see.  
The image of Jesus on the cross is the image of 
God.  
 We like our gods to be powerful, 
strong, handsome, and charismatic.  We like 
them to demonstrate control at all times.  In 
short, we like them to be what we want to be.  
There is little wonder that people in years gone 
by have chosen sun gods or volcano gods.  
Similarly, there is little wonder that today we 
choose the gods of money and fame.  The con-
cept of a god that dies in abject humiliation is 
offensive.  It doesn’t make sense, and it creates 
scant hope for our eventual attainment of di-
vinity. 
 So the world cannot see Jesus as the 
God who comes to save.  “In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbe-
lievers, to keep them from seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God.”  (II Corinthians 4:4)  Imagine 
that, seeing they don’t see.   
 

 The Word tells us that unbelievers 
think they are seeing all things as they really 
are, but in point of fact, they are blind.  satan 
does not want people to see the image of Jesus 
on the cross as the image of God.   The most 
productive image of Jesus satan has created is 
that of the nice guy, teaching other nice people 
how to be nice.  The world has swallowed that 
picture whole.  “Jesus is a great teacher, with a 
lot of wise sayings that may be helpful given 
the circumstance.  Too bad he had to die.  Had 
he been on the ball he might have lasted a little 
longer.” 
 Even Christians struggle with the 
image of Jesus on the cross.  It is not pleasant. 
Some argue that the crucifix is all law, so we 
should not use it.  The claim is that the empty 
cross is more fitting because it is a symbol of 
the resurrection.   Of course, the resurrection is 
essential to the faith.  But the simple fact is, 
there can be no resurrection, if there is not 
first a crucifixion.  This is not a question of ei-
ther/or.   
 What does God look like?  I hope I 
long remember what a very young man taught 
me.  God does look like the one who gave Him-
self on the cross to save the world.  Like my sin 
the image is painful, torturous, disfiguring.  
That is probably a reality I should not hide from 
myself.   
 The crucifix did not frighten that little 
prophet.  In fact, he appeared to be enthralled.  
Here faith is at work, his as well as yours.  The 
God who died on the cross did rise, and 
through faith in Him you have the “light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ.”  In Him you see 
life, and live life for what it really is, a gift of a 
loving Father.  

Rev. Terry Forke, Montana District President 

Pictured above:  Congregation President Ted 
Schreiber and his wife, Pam, sit at Trinity’s fair 
booth waiting to greet visitors. 
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District President’s Calendar 

Nov.     1            Official Visit — Our Savior, Glendive 

                           & Grace, Fallon 

           6-8           Rural Small Town Conference, 

                           Kansas City, MO 

             9            Trinity — Harlowton 

           16            Official Visit — St Paul, Lewistown, 

                           Trinity, Stanford, Our Savior, Denton 

           23            Trinity, Harlowton 

          17-20        Council of Presidents, Garden Grove CA 

          27-28        Thanksgiving, Office closed 

            30           Official Visit — Trinity, Miles City\ 

Dec.      7            Official Visit—Mount Olive, Billings 

            14           Trinity—Harlowton 

            21           Official Visit—Redeemer, Hardin 

            25           Christmas 

            28           Trinity—Harlowton 

First Lutheran, Missoula: In 
early October Pastor Tim 
Geitz of Grace Lutheran, 
Lamar, Iowa declined the 
call.   

Trinity, Billings: Rev. Steven 
Weispfennig of St. John, 
Yankton S.D. declined the 
call. 

Concordia, Forsyth, Trinity, 
Hysham, and Mt Calvary, 
Colstrip will become a triple 
parish with Rev. John Sias as 
sole pastor. 

St. Mark, Butte and Zion, 
Whitehall have issued a call 
to Rev.  Steven Wagner, Our 
Redeemer, Custer, S.D. 

Trinity, Sidney and St John, 
Fairview are in the call pro-
cess. 

Our Savior, Glendive and 
Grace, Fallon are in the call 
process. 

Trinity, Superior is in the call 
process. 

In attendance at Pastor Frahm’s Installa-
tion were  (l-r) Rev. Howard Schreibeis, 
Rev. Terry Forke, Rev. John Frahm, Rev. 
Mark Nicolaus and Rev. Matthew Thomp-
son, from Holy Cross in Bismarck, N.D. 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice!”   
Romans 12:15 

Rev. John Frahm was installed as pastor of Concor-
dia Williston on Saturday, Sept. 27th, 2014.  Pastor 
Frahm is pictured below with his wife, Jennifer.   

Around the District 
 

Roundup High School Honor Society  Volunteer at St. Paul Lutheran  Church 

Some members of the Honor Society 
from Roundup High School scraped 
and painted St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Roundup on Saturday, October 4, 
2014.  The workers were all girls except 
for Ben Naylor and Isaac  Duncan who 
are members of the congregation.  St. 
Paul’s is  impressed and thankful for 
their hard work. 

2015 Montana District Convention 
 

 The 33rd Montana District Convention will be held in Billings, 
June 22-25 at the Holiday Inn.  The District Convention is a time of 
study, worship, and work.  This year we will study the Smalcald Arti-
cles during our sessions.  Worship will be led by various Pastors of the 
District, with Synod President Harrison preaching at the opening ser-
vice.  The work will consist of reviewing the work of the District and 
Synod and proposing, through resolutions, considered by the dele-
gates, designed to give direction to both.   Please keep this important 
event in your prayers.  
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The LWML and the MT District have supported Indian Ministry for many years.  Please continue 

to remember Rev. Jacobs (Crow Agency), Rev. Bauer and Rev. Timber (Lame Deer) in your prayers 

and provide any financial support that you can.  One important way to support Indian Ministry is 

to put your money in LWML mite boxes.  There are two projects on the current MT District LWML 

mission projects for Indian Ministry.  The shelter that Rev. Jacobs used and funding to help with 

the camp at Muddy Cluster were both selected.  The mite money must be collected in order to 

fund the projects. 

Rev. Jacobs gave out many Bibles during the summer.  Many of these Bibles were donated a year 

ago at the rally that was held in Great Falls.  He requests that the Bibles are New Readers Interna-

tional Version (NRIV).  These Bibles are made for English as a second language.  If possible, he 

could also use some large print Bibles.   

If you would like to help with items for next summer’s activities, Rev. Jacobs is asking for ABC 

craft beads, pony beads, clothes pins, yarn (especially variegated colors), plastic needle craft 

sheets and plastic lace.  School supplies are also appreciated.  Rev. Jacobs gave out bags with 

school supplies to many students.  If you would prefer to send cash, Rev. Jacobs is willing to do 

the shopping.  This could be a great monthly project for your society or even Sunday Schools.   

         To send monetary donations, Bibles or   

craft items, please contact : 

Rev. Dan  Jacobs  

Box 335,  

Crow Agency,  MT 59022 

 

Front row l-r: Lorraine Ondov, Nancy Ebel, Marge Pullmann, Brenda Marshall & Gerry Draper.  
Back row l-r: Johanna Stinnett, Nanette Pullmann, Heidi Paul, Carol Bauer, Becky Schlund,  

Cheryl Forke, Carolyn Wareham, Beth Schultz, Lois Linderman, Rosanne Larson, Sara Wendt 
holding Rachel, Jenny Preus, & Heidi Sias. 

Dear Cheryl (Forke) and Nanette (Pullmann), 

 I was a "happy camper" so to speak.  I am writing to express my deep 
gratitude and thanks for the gift of allowing me to attend the annual Pas-
tor's Wives Retreat which was held this year at Lewistown, MT. 

 I felt that I was a part of a large family group what with 20 pastor's 
wives and 14 children!  It was amazing how all events and arrangements 
of the retreat was handled by these women - from choosing a place to hold 
this event - to planning for the Bible study, the vespers, creation of a 
choir, the meals and snacks, and the activity in the community 
events.  We all got to share in this and I felt a bond form within our group 
in doing so.   

 I was so impressed by Heidi Sias who was our Bible study leader in our 
study of several letters written by Martin Luther.  I could see the fun the 
women had in their small discussion groups and it was evident to me that 
they are definitely "in the Word".   

 It was a joy for me to attend church and Bible study at St. Paul's in 
Lewistown and observe first hand a part of the life of one of our sisters in 
Christ living there.  My heart is filled with admiration for each one of 
the talented and devoted wives of the pastors in the Montana Dis-
trict.  The Retreat has verified this and left me feeling very humbled as I 
thought of my own past experiences. 

 My special thanks to both of you for spearheading this event "in which 

we were able to grow to appreciate God's gifts to each other as we shared 
our lives".  To God Alone Be the Glory! 

 A sister in Christ in the Montana District,  Lorraine Ondov 

Pastor’s Wives’ Retreat, Sept. 5-7, 2014 Vacancy Pastor Installed 

Glenn Koepke, Elder of Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Superior, congratulates and welcomes Pastor 
Andrew Eckert (Pastor of Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in Stevensville) as Vacancy Pastor for 
Trinity at his installation on Sunday, September 
21, 2014.  Also pictured is Circuit Visitor Rev. Ray 
Larson .  Trinity's worship time will be at 2:30 
P.M. Sundays during the vacancy.  

Submitted by Irene Nelson, Member of the Montana District Indian 

Ministry Committee and Faith Circle Member from Colstrip. 

Pastor Jacobs preparing for a worship service. 

Children doing crafts with Rev. 
Jacobs in the shelter  funded by 
LWML 

LWML Supports Indian Ministry 
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The Lutherans for Life State Workshop was host-
ed by the Custer County Lutherans for Life and 
held at Trinity Lutheran in Miles City, October 10-
11, 2014.  Featured speaker was Mike Spencer, a 
pro-life apologist and Director of Training at the 
Life Training Institute.   

His presentation was titled "The Case for Life" 
and was well-received by his audience.  He trav-
els extensively throughout the United States 
equipping pro-lifers on high school and university 
campuses, in churches and serving as the key-
note at pro-life banquets and conferences. 

Lutherans for Life State Workshop 

Pictured at left enjoying a conversation with 
his pastor is Lukas Joseph Johnson.  Pastor 
Mark Grunst baptized Lukas on October 5th, 
2014 at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in  
Billings.   Lukas’ parents are Jason and Jessica 
Johnson. 

Rev. Howard Schreibeis and 
his wife, Jo, were honored at a 
Pastor Appreciation dinner at 
Trinity Lutheran, Miles City, on 
Sunday, October 12.  Rev. 
Schreibeis has faithfully served 
the Miles City congregation for 
almost nine years and contin-
ues to lead, preach and teach 
the Word of God in all its truth 
and purity.  


