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All Things Are Continuing As They Were 
Ed.- President Forke was asked to teach about creation to the High School and Junior 
High camps at the District summer camp held outside Red Lodge last week.  The fol-
lowing is excerpted from one of his devotions.  
 The teaching regarding creation is not dry doctrinal detail.  It is not something unre-
lated to your everyday life.  The doctrine of creation touches every aspect of your daily lives.  
For example, in today’s text Peter is confronted by some in the Church who question whether 
Jesus is really going to return.  They say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of crea-
tion.”  (II Peter 3:4) 
 How does Peter answer this question about the end times?  He answers by referring 
to God’s creative power.  “They deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long 
ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that 
by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished.”  II Peter 
3:5-6 
 Peter’s argument is straightforward.  The charge that “…all things are continuing as 
they were” is false.  They deliberately forget that there was a huge change when the God who 
created the world by the power of His Word, also cleansed the world, through the power of 
His Word, by a great flood.  In other words, the God who created everything certainly has the 
power to change everything.   
 This truth is important to you.  I suspect some of you are wondering if things will 
ever change.  Some of you may be in dire circumstances.  Mired in the mess of a sinful world, 
threatened by the divorce of parents, the betrayal of friends, the drumbeat of temptation, the 
wave of expectations, or the cyclone of confusion, you may be saying to yourself, “Am I always 
going to be this depressed? Are things ever going to get any better?  All things are continuing 
as they were.” 
 This attitude, that things don’t change, is common to man.  We quickly adopt the 
status quo as the rule by which we govern our lives.  So, when the world took Jesus from the 
cross and laid Him in the tomb it could be expected to have thought, “That’s it for Jesus.  All 
things will continue as they have.  People don’t create problems after they are dead.  We have 
won.”   
 We deliberately forget the creative power of God.  We distance ourselves from the 
doctrine of creation, as if it doesn’t matter whether we believe God is creator or not.  The truth 
is that the same God who created life in the first place, also raised Jesus from the dead.   The 
same power that raised Jesus from the dead, raises you from the death of sin, through faith in 
Jesus.  Just like the flood of old, God is still using water and the Word to raise people from the 
dead.   The flood of baptism is God’s creative power at work in your life to cleanse you of sin 
and make you His own child.   
 It is true that God doesn’t always use His creative power to make the difficulties of 
our lives simply disappear.  More often, it seems, the power of His Word is used to assure us 
that we are His through Jesus, and that He will carry us through the mess of sin we are mired 
in.  When that happens, things really have changed.   

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 

It's Time to ... Designate  
Circuit Forum Representatives 

 

It is time for your congregation to designate representatives to attend its 
circuit forum. The forum will handle matters related to the 2015 district 
and 2016 Synod conventions. Unless your congregation has another offi-
cial process, a voters meeting should make this decision in advance of the 
upcoming circuit forum. 

Your Congregation's Two Representatives 

The circuit forum consists of a pastor of each congregation and one 
member of each congregation designated by the congregation (Synod 
Bylaw 5.3.2). If your congregation has more than one called pastor, the 
congregation must choose a pastor to represent it. If your pastor serves 
more than one congregation, he is the pastoral representative of all those 
congregations (but votes only once). Each congregation is entitled to one 
other voting representative — a member of the congregation so designat-
ed. 

Other Preparations for the Circuit Forum 

Designation of circuit forum representatives is one of four matters requir-
ing your congregation’s attention prior to the circuit forum. Watch for fu-
ture information that will address the other three: 

Nomination of candidates for circuit visitor 

Participation in the triennial process for determining the Synod's pri-
orities 

Election of your congregation's delegates to your district convention 

Raymond L. Hartwig 

LCMS Secretary 

For more information check out  www.lcms.org/convention/postcardmailings   
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Registration Now Open for 
Phoebe Academy—High 
School 2014 at CTS 
Phoebe Academy–High School 
(PA–HS) provides an oppor-
tunity for high school women to 
learn about the vocation of 
deaconess in the church from 
a theological perspective. This 
year's event takes place on the 
campus of Concordia Theologi-
cal Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, August 1–3. At-
tendees will explore God's 
Word on Mercy and what it 
means for us today while de-
veloping friendships with like-
minded women that can last a 
lifetime. They will also meet 
deaconesses, who are serving 
in the church, learn what they 
do and how they are trained to 
serve. The schedule for the 
event and the registration form 
can be found at 
www.ctsfw.edu/PAHS.  You 
can also email PhoebeAcade-
my@ctsfw.edu or phone 800-
481-2155 for additional infor-
mation. 
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District President’s Calendar 

June      29         Official  Visit—Zion, Power/ 

                           St. John, Fairfield 

            Rev. Christopher Wareham- 

                           Retirement, St Mark, Butte 

          30-7/12     Vacation 

July        4          Office Closed 

             14          Board of Directors, Billings 

             13          Trinity, Harlowton 

             20          Official Visit— Holy Cross/Seeley 

                           Faith/Condon   

             27          Trinity, Harlowton 

August   3           Official Visit– Salmon 

             4-8         Continuing Ed– Trinity Camp 

             10          Trinity—Harlowton 

             24           Rev. Ray Wiegert, Retirement, 

                            Trinity, Superior. 

           25-27       Circuit Visitors– Billings 

             31           Official Visit-  Shepherd of the Hills 

              Ennis 

Pictured at left is Pastor Steve Thomas with 
his son, Caleb, who was one of 3 confirmands 
at St. John, Libby on June 8, 2014.  A recep-
tion was held for Mark Dahm, Mike Rooney 

and Caleb (pictured above) after the service. 

       Around the District 

Rev. Michael Warmbier has de-

clined the call to First Lutheran, 

Missoula.   

Trinity, Billings, has issued a call 

to Rev. Mark Dahn, Trinity Luther-

an, Tyler, TX for Associate Pas-

tor. 

Concordia, Williston has issued a 

call to Rev. Mark Schultz, St. 

Paul, Havre/Zion, Chinook. 

Concordia, Forsyth and  Trinity/

Hysham—vacancy. 

Bailey Prewitt drew this 

picture when she was 6 

years old for a Lutherans 

for Life contest.  Bailey is 

now 8 and a student at 

Trinity Lutheran School, 

Kalispell.    Her picture is 

based on Eph 4:12.  

Spread the Word! 

Accreditation 
Mount Olive Lutheran School - A 
Classical Academy, Billings, MT has 
been accredited by the Consortium 
for Classical and Lutheran Education 
(CCLE). They have also applied for 
the National Lutheran School Associ-
ation accreditation (LCMS). 

Information about the CCLE may be 
found at the CCLE website. 

St. John, Libby, Confirmation 

https://ctsfw.edu/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ctsfw.edu%2fPAHS&srcid=12831&srctid=1&erid=1226183&trid=d2cd14eb-3157-4cf7-871b-bb6c76e1ab45
mailto:PhoebeAcademy@ctsfw.edu
mailto:PhoebeAcademy@ctsfw.edu
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Charles Giovanni Hewitt was baptized 

at Zion Lutheran Church in Chinook on 

May 18, 2014.  Pictured from left are 

Edwin Hewitt and  Alissa De Lucia, par-

ents, Pastor Mark Schultz holding 

Charles, and Brett and Theresa Zarn, 

baptismal sponsors. 

The Little Lambs Christian Preschool, St Paul 

Lutheran  Church, Ronan, is happy to share a pho-

to of our 3 year old students showing how big our 

new expandable partition wall is. We are excited 

to be able to enclose our classroom space, mini-

mize distractions during class time and reduce our 

heating costs.  Additionally, this partition wall 

allows us in the future to create multiple class-

rooms for the expansion of our preschool. 

This wall was made possible by a Lutheran Schools Grant through the Montana Dis-

trict.  We wish to thank the Montana District, the congregation of the St. Paul Luther-

an Church, and the community of Ronan , for their continued support of our Christian 

outreach. 

Our Savior, Glendive held VBS  on 

June 3-6.  The theme was Gangway to  

Galilee.   

Over 60 children participated 

in VBS at First Lutheran, 

Missoula, held June15-20.   

At left , Sonja Reeves, who 

is completing the Deaconess 

program at Fort  Wayne 

Seminary, teaches one of 

the lessons. 

Thank you from Little Lambs Preschool 

Pastor Mark Schultz is pictured with Janie Roth 

and Amelia Miller on their  Confirmation day at 

Zion , Chinook on June 1, 2014. We pray God’s 

blessings on all of our new confirmands in the 

Montana District. 
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...continued from page 4 

Why is this important? First of all, for the sake of the consciences of believers. The 
Lord Jesus gave us His Supper whole and intact. It is “not proper to burden the con-
sciences of those who desire to observe the sacrament according to Christ’s institu-
tion or to compel them to act contrary to the arrangement of our Lord 
Christ.” (Tappert, p. 50) 

In other words, it is the Lord’s Supper and we must listen to Him. He both tells us 
what it is (His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins) and also how it is to be 
given (everyone coming to the Supper receives both kinds). You cannot divide the 
Supper. 

Second, this is important because it shows that our Lutheran forebears did not 
leave the ancient church. They were not innovators bringing in something never 
seen before, but they intended to return to Scripture and to the teaching and prac-
tice of the ancient church. 

In this area, they considered the Roman Church to be the innovators while the Lu-
therans had the ancient catholic practice – understanding the word “catholic” here 
in its original meaning: “universal,” “orthodox,” “found wherever there are Chris-
tians.” 

So it is today. The Lutheran Church at its best desires nothing more than to be 
found in Scripture and in the teaching drawn from Scripture. Thus we are not sur-
prised when we discover that our teaching and practice also fits that of the ancient 
church. And when we find ourselves drifting from that teaching and practice, our 
confessions call us back. We trust the promise of Jesus that “when the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things 
that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you.” (John 16:13-14). 

What about issues we face today? The church is ever in need of reformation. And 
the best route to that is through our confessions, which always drive us back into 
the Bible. So if it’s been a while, take another look at the Augsburg Confession (you 
can just “google” it on the internet). June 25th would be a great day to do so. I 
think you will be surprised at how relevant it is today. Remember – look for maxi-
mum comfort for broken people. 

      + Herbert Mueller 

Monday, June 25, 2012 is the 482nd Anniversary of the Presentation of the 
Augsburg Confession before the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, at the Diet 
(meeting) of Augsburg on June 25, 1530. Remember, and thank God for our 
Lutheran forebears who gave us this wonderful confession of faith. The Augs-
burg Confession, along with Luther’s Catechisms, are considered foundational 
for the Lutheran Church. 

The genius of this confession of faith is not only that it briefly summarizes the 
main points of Scripture. Everything we teach as Lutherans, everything we live 
by, needs to be drawn from Scripture and judged by the Word of God. Even a 
quick reading of this confession of faith shows that the whole purpose of Scrip-
ture and Lutheran teaching is to bring the greatest possible comfort to penitent 
sinner, to hurting and broken people. But even that’s not all. 

The Augsburg Confession also shows that what the Lutherans of 1530 taught 
and practiced was nothing new, but was completely in step with the church’s 
teaching and practice for centuries. This point becomes plain when the reform-
er Philip Melanchthon, the author of the document, not only explains doctrine 
but also shows how the Lutherans had corrected abuses in the medieval church. 

For example, the practice had arisen that the cup with the Lord’s blood shed for 
us was to be kept from the laity and consumed only by the priest. The common 
people received only the bread. 

Article XXII of our confession explains why this rather late abuse was corrected 
so that, in the Lutheran churches, all the people are given both the break and 
the wine in the sacrament. Christ commands with clear words that all who re-
ceive the supper should also drink of the cup: “Drink of it, all of you.” (Matthew 
26:27). 

St. Paul shows in 1 Corinthians 11 that the whole assembly received both the 
body and the blood of Christ (11:27). Melanchthon points out that “this usage 
continued in the church for a long time, as can be demonstrated from history 
and the writings of the Fathers” (Augsburg XXII, Tappert, p. 50). Therefore, the 
confessors said, the practice of withholding the cup from the lay people was 
contrary to God’s command, contrary to the ancient practices of the church and 
was unjust. 

                                 Continued on page 5...

Our Connection to the  Ancient Church 
(originally published online 2 years ago and reprinted with permission from the author, 

Rev. Dr. Herb Mueller, First Vice President of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod). 


