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PrePre--Retirement WorkshopsRetirement Workshops  
For ChurchworkersFor Churchworkers  

 

August 3, 2013 from 9 am – 3 pm 
First Lutheran ChurchFirst Lutheran Church  

2808 S. Avenue W – Missoula, MT 59804 
 

August 10, 2013 from 9 am – 3 pm 
Mount Olive Lutheran ChurchMount Olive Lutheran Church  

2336 St. John’s Avenue – Billings, MT 59102 
 

For more information, call the District Office  
(406) 259-2908 or email office@mtdistlcms.org  

 

 

 There was a brief, but memorable, time in my life, when my highest aspiration 
was to join the ranks of the hearty men who collected garbage in my neighborhood.  
Back in those days the “garbage men” would stand on the back ledge of a powerful, if 
malodorous, truck, clinging to a rail, while racing from one residence to the next. They 
seemed to enjoy their job, because sometimes they would run down the street, trying 
to keep up with the truck.  For a skinny grade-schooler there was a certain romance to 
the job.  The physicality, the teamwork, working outdoors, the visibility and the service, 
all combined to convince me that I could hardly do better.  
 Somewhere along the line I realized that their stock-in-trade was, well…
garbage.  And, although I had done my fair share of producing it, I concluded that trad-
ing in garbage was somehow beneath me.  Without giving it much thought I concluded 
that it was all well and good if someone else were to serve me by hauling off my gar-
bage, but I could do better.  So, I left the dream behind, but not the garbage.  
 There is more garbage in my life than what I leave curbside on Thursday morn-
ings.   In fact, fish skins, worn out shoes, and old magazines are the least of my worries.  
That kind of garbage is heavy when I wheel it out, but what really weighs down my life, 
what really hurts, no, what threatens to kill me, and what I am not inclined to throw 
away, is the garbage of my sin.  It’s not just the ugly sin I’m talking about.  There are 
some pretty shiny trinkets, trophies, titles, and triumphs that stink up my relationship 
with my Heavenly Father.  The truth is, just about anything and everything can become 
a life-crushing load of garbage.  That’s what Paul was talking about in Philippians 3:7-8. 
 “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I 
count everything  as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in or-
der that I may gain Christ…” 
 I say with shame, the job I determined was beneath me, was not beneath my 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  He is the archetype of all garbage men.  Of course, He 
didn’t run down the street throwing our sin into the back of a powerful truck.  He load-
ed my sin, and yours, and all sin for that matter, onto His own shoulders as He bore the 
cross to Calvary.  He didn’t unload our sin into a huge dump and cover it over with dirt, 
where it would last forever, waiting for some future generation of archaeologists to dig 
it up and hold it against us.  Rather, in the power of His resurrection, He has destroyed 
sin in such a way that even God the Father promises He will never remember it.   
 There is so much of my earthly existence that I refuse to see as garbage; what I 
have done, what I have said, what I have written.  Whether I ever get to the point, as 
Paul does in this text, of confessing it all to be garbage, doesn’t really matter.  It will all 
pass away.  Jesus remains.  Because He has taken the garbage of sin out of our lives, we 
too will remain in Him.  That is the only gain that counts.  That is life.  

Garbage 

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 

As of March 2013,  Montana District had the 2nd highest percentage of 
contributions out of all the Districts, to the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. 

http://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fpublications%2flmi-update&srcid=33752&srctid=1&erid=3332163&trid=1d2d3780-14e2-4af0-b261-79d92bd2c138


7 2 

Calendar 

June    30        Official Visit —Superior 

July    4         4th of July— Office closed 

 7-9        Official Visit—Wolf Point/ 

              Plentywood/Glasgow 

  14        Chad Schopp ordination & 

              installation,  Mt Olive, Billings 

                  15        Board of Directors, Billings 

               20-25      Synod Convention—St. Louis 

Aug   3          Retirement Seminar—First,  

                              Missoula 

                   4         Official Visit—Columbia Falls 

   5-9      Cont. Ed—Trinity Camp, Bigfork 

    10       Retirement  Seminar—MT Olive 

                              Billings 

                26-28    Circuit Counselors Retreat, Billings 
    28       Pastor Forke’s 30th Ordination  
                             Anniversary 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu of Ghana, West Africa will be visiting and speaking in Montana 
in July.  Zion Lutheran in Power has been supportive of the Ghana mission since 1973, 
when Pastor Dan and Ella (Pfeifle) Kunkel first served as missionaries in Ghana.  It is 
through the Kunkel’s that so many in Montana have come to know Nicholas.  For 
more information on the work of Nicholas Salifu go to the Ghana Harvest website:  
www.ghanaharvest.org   
 
In the Ghana Harvest, Nicholas describes his mission as “nurturing Kusasi Lutheran 

Christians to continue reaching out to their non-Christian communities with the Word 

of God; training more church leaders through the leadership training class; establish-

ing new churches in the over 300 communities that have no churches; teaching the 

members how to read and write; translating Lutheran materials from English into 

Kusaal language; assisting in social issues such as lining of wells and provision of goats 

to needy members.  The harvest is ripe and the Lord needs more workers.”   

His Montana speaking schedule is as follows: 
   July 2:  Power – Zion Lutheran Church – 7:00 pm 
   July 3:  Great Falls – Trinity Lutheran Church – 7:30 pm 
   July 7:  Colstrip – Mt. Calvary – 9:00 am 
   July 14 – Billings – Mt. Olive – 9:00 am worship service, 10 am Bible study, 
                  3 pm Mission Festival, and 5 pm Ordination of new Missionary-at-Large for  
                  Big Timber and Livingston  
 
Please feel free to attend any of these events and hear him speak when he is in your 
area.  Pastor Salifu may still be available to speak at your church from July 8th to 13th.  
Contact Irene Nelson (406-740-4116) for more information.   

Hello from Whitefish, MT 

At this time I am asking that 
you and your Church bodies 
please pray for this up coming 
Minot Mission of Mercy trip. 
June 23rd - June 29th. This is 
shaping up to be the largest 
group we have taken to Minot 
so far. Would you please pray 
for the health and safety of the 
volunteers and their families so 
they will be able to go on this 
trip. Tuesday one of the volun-
teers fell and fractured her 
elbow and is unable to join us, 
thus the concern. I know our 
Lord Jesus makes these trips 
what they are and He sends 
who He wants to go, but I also 
know He also hears our pray-
ers. .  

 Christ's blessing to you all,  

 Warren J Ellis 
 St Peter, Whitefish 

On June 9, 2013, Trinity, Billings, was blessed with 27 new 
members.  Thanks be to God! 

GHANA HARVEST 
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost. (Matthew 28:19 KJV) 

Prayer Request for the  
Minot Mission 

Recent high school graduates and 
confirmed members, Robert 
Klingaman & Paige Moxley, were 
honored at Zion, Chinook.  Robert 
will attend the U.S. Naval Academy 
and Paige will attend MSU Billings. 

June 2, 2013, was Confirmation Day for 4 youth at First 
in Missoula.  Pictured l-r is Rev. Mark  Christensen, 
Payton Schild, Gabe Christensen, Jett Steen, Sarah 
Sriraman and Rev. David Renfro. 

A 
N 
D 

GRADUATIONS 

CONFIRMATIONS 

http://www.ghanaharvest.org
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Cigna’s Disaster Resource Center Helps  

with Challenging Situations  

In light of the recent disaster in Oklahoma, Concordia Plan Services 

wants to remind Concordia Health Plan (CHP) members* how they 

can access the Disaster Resource Center available through Cigna Be-

havioral’s Employee Assistance Program (EAP).  

Natural disasters are unpredictable, but CHP members can always 

count on the EAP and the Disaster Resource Center to be there in a 

time of need. The Disaster Resource Center provides information to 

help people cope with a variety of disasters, crises, and challenging 

situations.  

To explore these resources, visit www.cignabehavioral.com and click 

on “Disaster Resource Center.”  

*The EAP is not available to CHP for Medicare members. 

Hearing Care Benefits Available to All  

Concordia Health Plan Members  

Concordia Health Plan (CHP) members, including Medicare supple-

ment members, receive the highest quality services and products at 

discounted prices when they access their hearing care benefits provid-

ed through the HearUSA Hearing Care Network.  

As a member of the CHP, you and your enrolled dependents* receive 

substantial discounts on diagnostic testing and hearing aids. Members 

pay no additional contribution cost, and they pay the discounted 

amounts directly to the provider for all products and services provid-

ed. HearUSA providers are licensed audiologists and board certified 

hearing aid dispensers who dispense many brands of hearing aids.  

For a directory of licensed audiologists and board certified hearing aid 

dispensers in the HearUSA Network, visit www.ConcordiaPlans.org 

and click on Healthcare > Concordia Health Plan > Hearing.  

*Hearing care services for children under age 19 are covered as medi-

cal benefits under the applicable benefit administrator.  

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Thompson Falls installed their new pastor, 
Pastor Erich E. Kaelberer at 4 P.M., Sunday, June 2nd in their new church building, at 

1192 Mount Silcox Road.  A celebration dinner followed the service.  What an ex-

citing event for the three-and-a-half year old, 35 member congregation! 
 
The eleven Western Circuit pastors participating in the service processed in singing 
the Processional Hymn "Christ Sits at God's Right Hand".  The Reverand Christopher 
Tabbert, Pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Eureka, Montana and First Vice-
President of the Montana District LCMS was the preacher and installer with The Re-
verand Ray E. Larson, Sr., Circuit Counselor of the Western District LCMS serving as 
Liturgist.  The Reverand Dr. Mark J. Nicolaus,who worked in the establishment of 
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Thompson Falls served as Lector.  Anita 
Bailey, Trinity Lutheran in Superior served as pianist. 
 
Pastor Erich and his wife Jenni and two-year old daughter Daelyn moved to Thomp-
son Falls from Rancho Cucamonga, California where he served as Associate Pastor/
Pastor of Family Ministries at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church for two 
years.  Jenni is a Director of Christian Education.  They are settling in to the parson-
age at the church location and any correspondence will reach them at P.O. Box 2508, 
Thompson Falls, Montana 59873. 
 
Pastor Kaelberer's ministry will reach from Plains to Noxon, Montana in the Clark 
Fork Valley. 

Shepherd of the  Valley Welcomes Pastor Erich Kaelberer 

L to R:  Rev.  Ray Wiegert, Rev. Ray Larson, Rev. Don 
Schneider, Rev. Tim Gordish, Rev.  Steve Thomas, Rev. 
Mark Nicolaus, Rev. Andrew Eckert, Rev. Erich Kael-
berer, Rev. David Renfro, Rev. Christopher Tabbert, 
Rev. Vern Sandersfeld, Rev. Bruce Linderman. 

Pictured below is Rev. Erich Kaelberer, 
wife Jenni Kaelberer, and daughter, 
Daelyn 
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His mercy is for those who fear him from  

generation to generation. 

Luke 1: 50 

1st Place Winner (left) 
Chase Fegely, age 7 
First Lutheran Church 
Missoula, Montana 

1st Place Winner (above) 
Cosette Hein, age 9 
Mount Olive Lutheran  School 
Billings, Montana 

1st place winner (left) 
Elizabeth Nagle, age 13 
Trinity Lutheran School 
Billings, Montana 

 

          YOU CAN HELP PREVENT A FUMBLE  

Did you know that a constant refrain of campus and campus-area pas-
tors is, "If only I'd known..."? Often getting connected with preaching 
and the Lord's Supper in a new location gets lost in the excitement of a 
new school year, and our LCMS campus pastors usually have no way of 
knowing that our students are there to be "tracked down." You can help 
prevent a "fumble!" Do you have a member, son or daughter, grandson 
or granddaughter, a friend or neighbor, going off to college? Please let 

the LCMS pastor in their campus location know, so he can make contact early and hope-
fully establish a nurturing connection through the college years. The Montana District 
Education Committee has a web form that stands ready to help you notify campus pas-
tors of new arrivals (or old): http://www.mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/campus-
ministry/ Or feel free to call or email Pastor Sias, Mt. Calvary, Colstrip, 406-748-
2516,pastor@mtcalvary-colstrip.org, about this or any other campus ministry thoughts 
or concerns. 

 

Grant funds for the 2012-2013 school year allowed Messiah Lutheran Pre-

school, Missoula, to update a number of curriculum resources.  Examples pur-

chased from Concordia Publishing House included The Voyager:  Exploring 

God’s Word and the Preschool Family Packets, Praise God with Shapes, and 

Even the Sound Waves Obey Him. These teaching aids were invaluable in 

helping children to master concepts that prepared them for kindergarten and to 

understand how God loves and cares for them.  The story book, Saint Nicho-

las, inspired the preschool class to organize a toy/bake sale to support a local 

childrens’ shelter.  The sale netted a total of $290.00.  

 

Below is a picture of the Kinetic Play Chute showing Amelia and Lilly experi-

menting with putting the ping pong balls in the chute.  It allows for many open-

ended inquiries concerning motion/energy and to explore God’s forces occur-

ring in nature such as movement in streams, earth tremors, etc. 

 

Awareness of Messiah’s Preschool Program seems 

to be increasing with two children added in April, 

2013, bringing the number of children to 15.  Mem-

bers of Messiah appreciate the opportunity to apply 

for grand funds to improve the preschool teaching 

resources. 

This was the theme for the Montana District Lutherans for Life art contest.  The 

winners in each age group are shown below with their illustration of this verse. 

Messiah Preschool Grant Report 

http://www.mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/campus-ministry/
http://www.mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/campus-ministry/
mailto:pastor@mtcalvary-colstrip.org

