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 Michael Thomas was a cheater.  He cheated openly, without shame, without re-
morse.  He was so good at cheating that my team lost.  I was mad and out for revenge.  I 
wanted everyone to know.  I wanted to humiliate him.  I wanted everyone in the fourth grade 
to see him for the cheater that he was.  So I followed him out of the gym and down the street 
yelling, “Michael Thomas is a cheater”.  I yelled it behind his back.  I yelled it in his face.  I 
yelled it without shame or remorse, until in one swift movement he spun around and 
punched me in the face.  In that moment I realized that every good turn of vengeance de-
serves another.  There could be no end to this chain of events.  Since the desire for venge-
ance is a common experience and a constant temptation, it would be good to examine how 
we should talk about it.  
 “Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.’” (Is 35:4)  
That is not what you expected, is it?  We may have been taught that revenge is evil, but here 
is a Word of God that says He will bring vengeance.  How can this be?  
 Vengeance is a matter of justice.  God is a just God.  So, He can promise to bring 
about vengeance.  The false gods of this world, money, power and political candidates, may 
promise to bring about justice but they are powerless to do so.  Only God can bring about the 
kind of vengeance that creates true justice.  
 So why are we so reluctant to trust God to be just?  We live in the fear of injustice.  
We get upset when we observe the terrible injustices of this world.  We are very upset when 
we suffer injustice.  Since we don’t see vengeance work the way we like, (swift, faultless, 
potent), we like to take it into our own hands.  We follow the motto of, “fighting fire with 
fire”.   It is easier to “get back” than to “get right.”   
 But God has made good on His promise. The words of this text are fulfilled in the 
life, death, resurrection and return of Jesus.  On the cross, Jesus receives the vengeance that 
every bad guy, (including you and me), ever deserved.  The just dies for the unjust.  God 
demonstrated mercy in His vengeance so that we may live.  You see, there is also a positive 
form of this justice.  In the resurrection, Jesus receives the recompense that the one true 
“Good Guy” deserves.  Through faith in Jesus, His resurrection becomes ours.   
 The people of God believe in vengeance.  We believe that God works both venge-
ance and recompense.  He brings them about so that we may be saved.  We believe that we 
see this vengeance on the cross and in the resurrection.  We also believe that we will see it 
on the last day when those who have refused His grace will go away into death and those 
who are known through faith in Jesus will be brought home in life.   
 I never told Michael Thomas I was sorry, but I did refrain from hitting him back.  In 
the stinging flash of his punch I realized that I was no better than him.  I knew that my angry 
pursuit of vengeance was not about justice, but about pride.   Thank God that you and I will 
never receive the stinging flash of justice from God.  Jesus has already received the justice we 
deserve.  Through faith in Him we rejoice in life.  

VENGEANCE 

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 
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Pictured left to right:  Karole Michel, Lynne Erger, Richard Thomas, & Cindy Speed.  

Four Trinity Lutheran School (Billings) teachers were recently recognized for their 30th 
anniversary of teaching.  Karole Michel and Cindy Speed have spent the entire 30 years 
at Trinity.  Richard Thomas has been at Trinity for 20 years and Lynne Erger for 23 years.  
A special worship service was held on Saturday, September 29 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church.  This was followed by a catered dinner, guest speakers, and entertainment at 
Trinity Lutheran School to honor this significant milestone and to thank them for their dedi-
cation to Lutheran education. 

Lutheran Educators Honored for 30 Years of Teaching 

CALENDAR 

October          31      Reformation  

November   12-15   Council of Presidents &  

                Joint Business Admin. Conf. 

   16-19   LCEF Leadership Conference, 

                Orlando, FL 

    22-23  Office closed -Thanksgiving 

December       2       First Sunday of Advent 

      9       Second Sunday of Advent 

    16       Third Sunday of Advent 

    23        Fourth Sunday of Advent 

    24        Christmas Eve 

    25        Christmas Day 

January     7         Board of Directors-District Office 

  15-17     Quad Conf—First, Missoula 

Winter Rebuild in Minot 

The need for volunteers to rebuild houses in 

Minot is great. Lutheran Disaster Response 

will continue  rebuilding throughout the win-

ter months with housing offsite.  Skills need-

ed include carpentry, framing, insulation, 

drywall, mud/tape, and electrical.  Teams of 

1-3 skilled with 3-4 helpers are ideal.  Please 

pray for those  in need, those who help and 

consider volunteering if  you are able.  Call 

701-240-1495 to find out more. 

Save The Date! 
2013 MT District Planned 

Minot Trips 
June 23-29, 2013 

Sept. 29-Oct. 5,  2013 
For more information, contact  

Warren Ellis, of St Peter, Whitefish at 
wwarren@centurytel.net  

Greetings, dear brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

The founders of our beloved Synod left Germany and sailed to the United States in the mid-
1800s so they could practice their faith without persecution. Being free — not just to worship 
but to live according to the teachings of their faith — was important then, and it remains vitally 
important today. 

 

In recent months, the government has taken steps that we believe infringe upon religious liber-
ty. With the provision in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) requiring the 
health plans of many religious employers to cover contraceptives, including emergency contra-
ceptives that can act as abortifacients, we are now reaching a tipping point. 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) has launched “Religious Liberty: Free to Be Faith-
ful,” an education and awareness campaign aimed at inspiring LCMS rostered and lay members 
to take action to protect the freedom of religion. 

 

The goals of the campaign are to provide clarity regarding the church’s role in matters of Chris-
tian citizenship and impress upon elected representatives the crucial need to protect First 
Amendment rights for all religious organizations — not just houses of worship — so they remain 
free to operate according to their religious  beliefs.   We must be free to put our faith into action 
in the public square, not just in our sanctuaries. In response to Christ’s bidding, we must be able 
to witness to the Gospel message as we demonstrate His mercy through our love and compas-
sion for all people. 

 

Concordia Plan Services (CPS), our church’s benefits provider, seeks to continue to serve those 
who serve the church in a manner consistent with our faith. Unfortunately, the aforementioned 
provision within the PPACA may ultimately impact CPS’ ability to meet its mission of providing 
care and coverage to LCMS employers and employees. 
 

Please join us in learning more about our rights and responsibilities as Christian citizens on the 
cusp of national, state and local elections. 

We encourage every member of the LCMS to use “their reason and all their senses” to safeguard 
our precious religious liberty and invite you to learn more and explore informational resources 
at lcms.org/freetobefaithful. 

God bless you, and God bless America. 

 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 

President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

Mr. James F. Sanft 

President, Concordia Plan Services 

Religious Liberty: Free to Be Faithful 
A religious liberty education and awareness campaign from  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
The LCMS launched an education and awareness campaign called "Religious Liberty: 
Free to Be Faithful" in September 2012 in response to increasing intrusions by govern-
ment into the realm of the church.  The following letter is reprinted from the LCMS 
website, www.lcms.org.  
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New Bibles were presented to Mar-
tin Nuesbaum and Benton Elliot by 
Sunday School Superintendent 
Janice Roth and Rev. Mark Schultz 
on Sept. 23rd at Zion, Chinook.   

 

 

 

Also on Sept. 23rd at Zion, 8 new 
members were welcomed into the 
congregation.  They are pictured at 
left, (l-r) Dave & Pam Wilson, Di-
ana & Ken Martin, Deborah & John  
Bills with Kaleb and Kiden.   

The Parish Education/Campus Ministry Committee met in Great Falls on Sept. 7-8, 
with Cheryl Lehr, co-chair for Parochial Schools, Rev. John Sias, Campus Ministry, and 
Chairman, Patricia Stricker and Early Childhood  co-chair. The objectives and goals 
were revised for 2013 to better reflect our mission statement and support the minis-
tries in our District. 
One major area of change was to begin work on putting together an informational 
newsletter to e-mail to the Sunday School teachers to give support and helpful infor-
mation. Rev. Sias also plans to make on-site visits to the college campus's in 
MT and gather information from churches and key people already at work on our cam-
puses. 
We are also planning to put more information on the District web site includ-
ing the objectives and goals for our committee. We want to be active and available for 
support on a District level. 
 
Patricia Stricker  
Parish Education/Campus Ministry 

Parish Education/Campus Ministry Committee Report 

Do You Want to Work for Lutherans For Life? 

Lutherans For Life, headquartered in Nevada, Iowa, is seeking a Renewal For Life (RFL) Direc-
tor. RFL, in cooperation with local pastors, seeks to identify and develop Life Teams and Life 
Team Leaders within congregations across the country. Such Life Teams will educate mem-
bers about all issues related to the value of life from conception to natural death. The direc-
tor will manage all aspects of Renewal For Life including recruiting, training, marketing and 
supervising. BA/BS is required along with supervisory experience. Travel up to 25%. For more 
information contact Lutherans For Life at 888.364.LIFE or info@lutheransforlife.org. 

 

DC Religion Journalist speaks at Mt Olive in Billings 

Mollie Ziegler Hemingway, religion journalist from Wash-
ington DC, spoke to a full room at Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church on the evening of Sunday, October 14th. Mollie is 
managing editor of GetReligion.org, which analyzes how 
the mainstream media covers religion. She is also a con-
tributor to the Wall Street Journal’s “Houses of Worship” 
and Christianity Today, as well as multiple other publica-
tions. 

Mollie traveled to Billings to speak for the Montana Dis-
trict Pastors’ Wives’ retreat on Saturday and agreed to 
stay an extra day to give others a chance to hear her 
speak, since she had traveled such a long way from 
home. Mollie addressed a crowd of approximately eighty 

to one hundred people on Sunday evening about what she does as a religion journalist and on 
religious freedom issues facing our country today. She spoke on the issues of same-sex mar-
riage, the HHS mandate, and freedom of speech, and specifically discussed the problem and 
misinformation with the media’s perspective on the “War on Women” and Islam. She explained 
that threats to religious liberty have occurred throughout our history. The future will most like-
ly continue to hold difficult times for Christians, but she encouraged those in attendance to be 
informed, stand firm, and support those church bodies fighting these threats, including the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

During the presentation Mollie also welcomed questions from attendees and spent a lot of time 
tackling these inquiries and concerns. She addressed questions about the media, journalists, 
and how they approach current events. She explained that frequently the problem with news 
reporting is reporters who are uninformed, overwhelmed, and/or lazy. Often we as Christians 
have the perception that the media is engaged in some sort of conspiracy to stamp out the 
church’s worldview form the public sphere. Mollie shared with us, however, that newsrooms 
are pressed to do more with less these days and often simply don’t have the time to under-
stand our perspective on issues. To help solve this problem she encouraged us to engage pa-
tiently, persistently, and winsomely with local media to help them understand the church’s 
perspective in an accurate way. 

Following the presentation, Lutherans for Life provided light refreshments to those in attend-
ance while Mollie continued to answer questions and chat with people one on one. Those in 
attendance expressed an appreciation for Mollie’s willingness to speak on the difficult issues 
facing us today. They were encouraged and emboldened by her work to get the facts straight 
about religious issues. 

Submitted by Heidi Sias 

mailto:info@lutheransforlife.org
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Twenty-six pastors’ wives from the Montana 
District enjoyed a retreat together in Billings, 
October 12th through 14th. Our theme was 
Romans 12:1–2, including the idea that we are 
in the world, but not of the world. 

On Friday evening, Nadine Grayl led a devotion 
on Romans 12:1–2, and then the ladies enjoyed 
a friendly game of Bunco. “A good time was 
had by all,” as they say. If you haven’t played 
Bunco before, you’re missing out! It is widely 
known that the game of Bunco is merely an 
excuse for enjoying delicious food and de-
lightful fellowship. As usual, the coveted Bunco 
beads made the rounds, and there was much 
laughter and fun. 

On Saturday, Nadine led us in a morning devo-
tion on Romans 8:18–30, and also two in depth 
Bible Studies on Romans 12. We looked at how 
our sinful flesh can sometimes be conformed 
to this world, and how Christ transforms us and 
renews our mind to make us able to be in the 

world but not of the world. 

Mollie Ziegler Hemingway also spoke on Satur-
day during three sessions, and captivated the 
group with her experience as a religious jour-
nalist in Washington DC. She discussed what it 
was like to be a Lutheran working in this posi-
tion and the religious freedom issues currently 
facing us today, including same-sex marriage, 
the HHS mandate, and freedom of speech. She 
gave examples of landmark court cases 
affecting these issues, and how popular culture 
and media influence these issues as well. 

After a full day of study and lectures, Pastor 
Dan Rinderknecht of Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Billings led us in afternoon Vespers, read us the 
Table of Duties from the Catechism, and was 
available for private confession for those inter-
ested. After Vespers, the ladies enjoyed an 
afternoon of free time to enjoy fellowship, 
shopping, sight seeing, or just relaxing. 

           PASTORS   WIVES’                                  RETREAT   2012 
Saturday was capped off with a lovely evening 
banquet served by some of the Billings area 
pastors. In between courses, the pastors sang 
to us, in harmony, numerous Lutheran hymns, 
including “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy 
Word” and “Lord Thee I Love.” They catered to 
our every whim as our servers and once again 
laughter was plentiful. After supper, Mollie 
once again spoke to us, this time about the 
importance of being a Lutheran in times like 
these, and then Nadine led us in a closing devo-
tion on Romans 13:8–14. 

Sunday morning, the pastors’ wives attended 
the 8 a.m. service at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Billings, and sat together as a group. After the 
service, hugs abounded as the ladies all went 
their separate ways to start the trek home. 

The 2012 Montana District Pastors’ Wives’ 
Retreat was the best one yet and we’re already 
making plans for 2013, since it was unanimous 
among the women to continue it as an annual 
event. If you are a pastor’s wife in the Montana 
District, we hope you can join us next year. If 
you are a pastor or member of a congregation 
in the Montana District, please support your 
pastor’s wife in attending if she desires to do 
so.  Such an event really helps to connect her 
with others in the same situation as she is, and  
provides a fun and edifying getaway as  rejuve-
nation for the upcoming year, 

 

Special thanks to Heidi Sias for sub-
mitting this article and pictures. 

Sitting on floor (L-R): Jen Lehmann, Tiffany Baikie, Carla Zoeller, Sally Grunst, Cheryl Forke 
Sitting in chairs: Lorraine Ondov, Dorothy Juergensen, Dianne Thompson, Hilda Huber, Marjorie Pullmann, 
Gerry Draper, Nancy Ebel 
Standing: Heidi Sias, Jennifer Preus, Becky Schlund, Shelee Warner, Beth Schultz, Andrea Reinke, Carolyn Ware-
ham, Sara Wendt, Nadine Grayl, Roseanne Larson, Wendy Lane, Nanette Pullmann, Lonnie Jacobs, Mollie Zieg-
ler Hemingway  

Above (L-R) Rev. Mark Grunst, Rev. Arlo Pullmann, Rev. Terry Forke, Rev. Al Ebel, Rev.  
Ryan Wendt, Rev. Richard Thompson,  Rev. Robert Lane, Rev. Kenneth  Zoeller 


