
REFLECTIONS 
Montana    September 2012 

Montana District—LCMS 
30 Broadwater Avenue 

Billings, MT 59101 
(406) 259-2908 

office@mtdistlcms.org 
www.mtdistlcms.org/ 

8 1 

Saint Louis, MO—They say you can’t teach an old dog new tricks; The Lutheran Wit-
ness begs to differ. Even at 131 years old, the flagship magazine of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) is proud to adapt and grow into the 21st century with 
the introduction of a new, digital edition of the trusted magazine.  

“Just as the printing press spread Dr. Luther’s explanation of the faith in the 16th cen-
tury, we’re certain digital media will do the same for the Church today,” says Rev. Dr. 
Matthew C. Harrison, president of the LCMS.  

The new digital edition of The Lutheran Witness provides readers with many new fea-
tures and benefits. Primarily, the magazine will now be instantly available to any sub-
scriber in any location. The digital format will function on most devices, including 
smartphones, tablets, laptops, and desktop computers.  

The cutting-edge new edition enhances reading with added zooming and scrolling ca-
pabilities. Plus, links are now clickable, in order to simplify browsing for readers.  

The Lutheran Witness team also has plans to further enhance the digital format by 
adding bonus content such as videos and motion graphics.  

The digital edition is available as an add-on to a current print subscription or as a 
stand-alone product.  

To celebrate the launch of this new format, Concordia Publishing House (CPH) is offer-
ing the September digital edition completely free of charge.  

Visit cph.org/witness to browse the September edition today for free. Call CPH’s 
award winning customer service team at 1-800-325-3040 if you have any questions.  

Trusted Lutheran Perspectives via a  
Contemporary New Medium 

The Lutheran Witness Magazine Announces Tech-Savvy New 

Digital Edition 

Concordia Publishing House 
3558 South Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63118-3968 
CONTACT: Emily Barlean, Corporate Communications 
Phone: 314.268.1294 
e-mail: emily.barlean@cph.org  

 Some time ago I had a phone con-
versation with a very angry woman.  She 
was upset with something one of my Pas-
tors had written in a local newspaper.  
Somehow she had found my name and 
decided to complain to the “boss”.   During 
the discussion she described herself as an 
atheist and a bi-sexual.  She also noted that 
she knew a thing or two about religion be-
cause she had been, at various times a: 
Lutheran, Buddhist, Jew and a Mormon.   
 Unfortunately, her entire experi-
ence with “religion” had taught her one 
thing, law.  The only concept she had of 
God was one of a law-giver, a god who was 
out to get her.  Somehow the bright line 
between Christianity and every other reli-
gion in the world had escaped her.  She 
knew nothing of the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.  The idea of a God who would have 
compassion on us, and humble Himself to 
serve us, was utterly foreign to her.   
 The compassion of God is demon-
strated in the life of Jesus.  We see three 
examples in Mark chapter six. In verse 31 
He shows compassion by providing physical 
rest for His disciples.  In verse 38, and fol-
lowing, His compassion compels Him to 
provide food for thousands, and then some.  
But in verse 34, the verse most directly re-
lated to the word “compassion”, Jesus is 
compassionate by teaching the Word of 
God.  “…He had compassion on them, be-
cause they were like sheep without a shep-
herd. And he began to teach them many 
things.”  (Mk 6:34) 
 How often aren’t we like the law-
yerly lady on the phone?  We completely 
miss the compassion of Jesus because we 
reject, or do not recognize His gifts.   

 We prefer to find our own rest 
through various vices, voices or vacations. 
We believe that we are responsible for 
providing our own food, consequently turn-
ing “work” into the god who provides.  Worst 
of all, we try to find our own wisdom, substi-
tuting just about any word we find wise in 
place of the Word of God.  
 Despite our determination to fend 
for ourselves, the generous abundance of 
God is poured out on us through the com-
passion of Jesus.  He comes to those who 
cannot provide for themselves.  He dies 
even for those who reject His provision. 
Then He rises with an abundance of life for 
all.  In this resurrection the abundance of 
the God who fed 5,000 and had plenty lefto-
ver, becomes evident.  Jesus provides life, 
not only for this world, but for an eternity.   
 There may be times in your life 
when you feel you are missing out on the 
compassion of God.  When life is not ful-
filling, when you are angry, when it seems 
like God is out to get you, you may forget 
that the Word of God teaches us that God 
demonstrates His compassion for us in Je-
sus.  Through the Word and the Sacra-
ments our loving God is constantly calling 
us to His compassion.   
 I was thankful that God gave me a 
chance to tell this story to an angry woman 
on the phone.  At first she was in no mood 
to listen to anything that I had to say.  But 
when I spoke of the compassion of Jesus, a 
certain sense of calm returned to the con-
versation.  It was all new to her.  It is not 
new to you, but my prayer is that this little 
reminder of His compassion will bring a 

certain sense of calm into your life.  

“He Had Compassion on Them” 

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 

http://media.ne.cision.com/l/psxtvhoh/www.lcms.org
http://media.ne.cision.com/l/psxtvhoh/www.lcms.org
https://www.cph.org/witness/default.aspx
http://www.cph.org
https://wpyadmin.ne.cision.com/l/psxtvhoh/www.cph.org/witness/default.aspx
mailto:emily.barlean@cph.org
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Calendar 

October     1-5      Mercy trip to Minot 

     8        Board of Directors, Billings 

  12-14    Pastors’ Wives’ Retreat, Billings 

     14       Molly Ziegler Hemingway 

                Mt. Olive, Billings  

  17-19    All-Workers Conference—Mt. Olive, 

                Billings 

     28       Reformation Day (observed) 

     31       Reformation Day 

November  12-15    Council of Presidents &  

                Joint Business Admin. Conf. 

   16-19   LCEF Leadership Conference, 

               Orlando, FL 

    22-23  Office closed -Thanksgiving 

December       2       First Sunday of Advent 

      9       Second Sunday of Advent 

    16       Third Sunday of Advent 

    23       Fourth Sunday of Advent 

    24       Christmas Eve 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (LCMS) of Thompson Falls installed their vacancy pastor, 
Rev. Duane Simonson, on Sunday, August 26, at the Thompson Falls Senior Center.  Worship ser-
vices are held there every Sunday at10:00 a.m. with coffee and fellowship at 9:30 a.m.   
 
Rev. Simonson attended Concordia Theological Seminary when it was located in Springfield, IL, and 
was ordained as a pastor of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in 1976.  Much of his service to 
the Lord's Church as a pastor has been in the Wyoming District of the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod.  Over the years he has served as pastor of LCMS congregations in Rushville and Hay Springs, 
Douglas and Glenrock, and Jackson, as well as Sundance and Moorcroft.  For some years he also 
served as pastor in Friedensau and Shickley, Nebraska.  While Rev. Simonson served as Wyoming 
District Missionary-at-large, he worked in the establishment of a new congregation in Star Valley.  
Rev. Simonson and his wife Nelda have a temporary residence in Thompson Falls while he serves 
Shepherd of the Valley. 
 
Shepherd of the Valley launched its ministry in Thompson Falls on January 4, 2010.  All are invited 
to come worship with us and welcome Rev. Simonson to God's country in the Clark Fork Valley.  Be 
sure to bring your bible. 
   Submitted by Susan Sweatman, Shepherd of the Valley church member 

 

Pictured L-R: Rev. David Renfro, Rev. Duane Simonson,         
Rev. Raymond Larson,Sr. 

King’s Kids Preschool students in Columbia Falls are practicing their singing from the new risers 
purchased in part with a grant from the Lutheran Schools Fund. Teacher Robin Erickson is in her 
13th year, and aide Heather Wicks is in her 6th year of teaching at King’s Kids Preschool. The pre-
schoolers sing several times a year during the midweek worship service on Wednesdays and the 
new risers will be safer and sturdier for the children. Our Redeemer Lutheran Church and King’s 
Kids Preschool are grateful for the generous financial assistance.   Seven schools/preschools 
shared over $5800 in MT District Lutheran School Grants. 

Safety Inspection Reminder 
If your church has an elevator, annual 
inspections are required by the State 

of Montana. 

 

 

Southern Zone Fall Rally, 

Mt. Olive 

Sat., Sept.29 

Divide Zone Fall Rally, 
Shepherd of the Hills 
Sat, Oct/6/2012 
Eastern Zone Fall Rally 

Mt. Calvary 
Sat, Oct/6/2012 
Western Zone Fall Rally 
Our Savior 
Sat, Oct/6/2012 
Central Zone Rally - 
Peace 
Sat, Oct/13/2012 
Flathead Zone Fall Rally 
Mt. Calvary 
Sat, Oct/13/2012 
 

LWML Fall Rallies 
Make a Joyful Noise 

Unto the Lord 

The following Thank You’s were received from 2 recipients of the 2012-
2013 Montana District Scholarship funds.   Twelve individuals received 
grants that totaled $45,238.71.  They are seminary and university stu-
dents from Montana who are pursuing church-worker degrees. 

From Vicar Andrew Schlund...Thank you so much for your generous 

support.  I am humbled by the generosity you have shown me in 

the past and the generosity you continue to show.  Whenever fel-

low seminarians and I talk about our home districts, I’m always 

happy that I can tell them about the Montana District.  Thank you 

for all the help. 

From Katelyn Butts...Thanks so much for the financial aid you have 

provided for me!  I appreciate it so much.  Over the past 4 years 

your support has been such a blessing for me and I’m excited to 

be on my last semester and so close to accepting a call as a Lu-

theran teacher.  Thanks again and God’s blessings. 
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Mollie Ziegler Hemingway 

Sunday, Oct. 14, 2012     6:00 p.m. 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 

Billings, MT 

Please join us for an evening with speaker Mollie Ziegler Hemingway, writer and 
religion journalist from Washington D. C., on Sunday, 14 October 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 
at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2336 Saint Johns Avenue in Billings.  
 
Mollie is managing editor of GetReligion.org, which analyzes how the mainstream 
media covers religion. Most recently she has tackled the issues of abortion, same-
sex marriage, the HHS Mandate, and Islam. She is a contributor to the Wall Street 
Journal's "Houses of Worship" column and to Christianity Today, where she wrote 
the column "Throwing Inkwells" from 2009 to 2011. She has written widely, 
including contributions to CNN, the Guardian, Ricochet.com, and the Los Angeles 
Times.  
 
In addition, she regularly appears on The New York Times' BloggingHeads.TV web 
program. In 2004, she was awarded a Phillips Foundation Fellowship to analyze 
the changing nature of American civil religion. Prior to becoming a religion 
journalist full-time, she was a reporter for Federal Times covering issues related to 
government waste and federal workers. She is originally from Castle Rock, 
Colorado, and graduated from the University of Colorado with a B.A. in economics. 
She is a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church (LCMS) in Alexandria, Virginia. She 
is married to journalist Mark Hemingway, and they have two children, Evangeline 
and Linden.  
 
Everyone is welcome to come and hear what she has to say about the world’s 
current issues and how Lutheranism gives us a good way to respond to what’s 
happening in the world today. 

President Forke has asked me to be the Montana District spokesperson for the 

Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) a “mission” of the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod. 

I was asked, because of our (Nancy and mine), contact with malaria.  Nancy 

and I lived in a country with malaria while we were missionaries in Papua New 
Guinea from 1968 to 1978.  We have a daughter, her husband and their five 
children (Glenn, Susan, Samuel, Abigail, Caleb, Jesse and Eliana) who, have 
not only lived in a country inundated with malaria, but have been afflicted with 
the disease while they were missionaries in Dapaong, Togo from 1999 to 
2010. 

Their son, Caleb was born in Great Falls, Montana because malaria attacked 

Susan during her pregnancy with Caleb and she had to be medevac'd out of 

Togo to Havre, MT.  She was then placed under the care of Dr. Key in Great 
Falls and delivered Caleb during her 8th month of pregnancy.  Susan’s placenta 
had died because of malaria and Caleb weighed 2.5 pounds at birth. 

Because of insurance, primo doctors, staff and hospital facilities Caleb is alive 
and doing very well with his family in Southern California.  God had no small 

part in arranging Caleb’s conception, birth and continued life.  The household 
has now moved the family from Pretoria, South Africa to Concordia, Irvine. 

This is not the fortune of many of the children of Lutheran pastors in Togo, 
their congregation members and other Lutherans in this malaria infested sec-
tion of the continent of Africa.  The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has been 
granted an opportunity to help these people live malaria free and has asked 

the members of the LCMS to help. 

When looking into this initiative I was pleasantly surprised at the mechanics of 
this help.  First, the LCMS is willing to be a silent partner letting the local Lu-
theran pastors and their congregations have the “praise” and “thanks” for the 
help that comes from the monetary gifts of LCMS families in the US.  These 
local Lutherans are able to give the malaria nets away more effectively than 
the LCMS, and while giving a net, are able to be a witness to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Second, the initiative in not driven by “politics” nor driven by 

financial need, but rather it comes from the heart of Jesus, through His Gospel 
in the midst of His people within the congregations of the LCMS in a partner-
ship with LCMS affiliated church and church bodies in the middle part of the 
continent of Africa. 

The Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) has been part of our 
church body since the 2010 convention and will be alive and 

well until 2015.  We in Montana are just beginning.  Our Dis-
trict Convention confirmed our participation in this initiative 
and many of the District’s congregations have begun their 
participation.  Information is available to you and your con-
gregations and I will be able to help in any way. 

In the grace of God and with gratitude, 

Rev. Al Ebel 

A Letter to the Congregations of the Montana District 

Indian Ministry Update 

On August 1-5, 2012, Pastor Dan Jacobs visited the Ft. Peck Reservation.  Once 

again he participated in the Wadopana Powwow.  New relationships were begun as 

well as strengthening old ones.  Pastor Jacobs prayed with some of the people and 

gave Biblical instruction.  He also shared some Gospel tracts of word and drawing 

with both Christians and non-Christians.  Pastor Jacobs then visited with the monks 

in Nashua and discussed with them some ideas to enhance their ministry. 
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The Committee would also like to encourage work with and through Lutherans for Life 
or in other venues where God’s gift of life is proclaimed clearly. Some congregations are 
able to line the streets in their town each October to pray for Life. Others have actively 
stood vigil over clinics. Others have helped local groups raise funds for support of crises 
counseling and other pro-life causes. We also encourage the congregations, to each in 
their own way, continue the support of the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. We commend 
the recent letter by Rev. Al Ebel (printed on page 6 of this publication) whose family, 
while in the midst of missionary work, have seen the effects and dangers of malaria first 
hand. We encourage every congregation to set goals for giving to this work of mercy. 

We also commend the work of local congregations doing work of mission or mercy out-
side their doors. We encourage you to invite and inform the Human Care/Stewardship 
committee of your work and share the opportunities as you are able with other area 
congregations so that all of our members may be able to participate in the joy of such 
service either personally or by spiritual support. First Lutheran Church of Missoula 
(Pastor Mark Christensen—pastormarkchristensen @gmail.com) frequently sends 
teams to aid orphans in Mexico; they would be glad to hear of your interest and sup-
port. We on the committee would be very thankful to hear reports of all such work and 
opportunities for others in the District. 
The work of our committee is to do what congregations cannot do alone. All of us can 

choose to do many works of Stewardship and Human care, but there is a great blessing 

in the collaboration and support we can offer to each other. 

13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your free-
dom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.  
Galatians 5:13 
 

 
Submitted by Rev. Vern Sandersfeld, Committee Chairman 

Human  Care/ Stewardship 2012 Committee Report 

The Board for Stewardship and Human Care hopes to use some of our resources in a 
new direction in the coming year or two. Restricted Funds for Parish Nursing have been 
shifted so as to make possible a DOXOLGY event within the district. We are looking 
intently for a retreat center that offers a chapel, rooms and a fit setting for pastors and 
wives. If you have further questions or suggestions for lodging or a retreat setting 
please connect with Dianne Thompson (c/o Rev. Richard Thompson or                        
diarich39@msn.com). 

Prison Ministry is a growing opportunity for collaboration with many lay people and 
pastors of our District. Two pastors will attend the first Synodical Conference on Prison 
ministry this fall. Three separate events at Shelby, Billings and Deer Lodge seek to serve 
those in prison with the word of God. If you are interested in this ministry Pastors Rein-
ke ( concordia@nemont.net ) or Mitchell (baldy_1949@yahoo.com ) would be happy 
to hear from you.  

Pastor Kevin Petersen (sotvpastor@hotmail.com ) is a great resource for Stewardship 
materials and assessments. If you would like an opinion on certain materials, books or 
programs we encourage you to connect with Pastor Petersen.  

Disaster Response and Recovery is often something congregations can do on their own, 
but it has been a year of great collaboration as churches from the Bitterroot and Flat-
head have sent more than 100 people on different occasions since August 2011 to help 
with flood rebuilding in Minot, North Dakota. There are always numerous opportunities 
to help rebuild or clean-up. We hope to sponsor an early Response training event for 
our District in 2013 (LERT-Lutheran Early Response Team) Please let Pastor Sandersfeld 
( vsandds@gmail.com ) know if you are interested in this. If you have a heart for recov-
ery work building and cleaning or just supporting the workers behind the scenes please 
connect with Warren Ellis ( wwarren@centurytel.net ) Warren has been very blessed to 
gather funding and workers for Minot. After recent fires, there may be ways congrega-
tions can help each other; we encourage you to consider the benefits of sharing the 
burden and blessings of working beside fellow LCMS neighbors in the name of Christ to 
help many and any that may be devastated by natural disasters.  

We would also like to commend the work of MAAS (Montanans Against Assisted Sui-
cide). Bradley Williams (lay member-Grace, Hamilton) has been tirelessly working to 
keep assisted suicide from assuming right and legitimacy in Montana. It is NOT legal, 
but other voices continue to press the Medical Board and legislators for it’s establish-
ment. We encourage you to check out MAAS online and support Bradley’s work. 
( dwilliams83@msn.com )                       

     (continued on next page) 
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