A CONVERSATION WITH SHARI MILLER

Shari Miller, President of the Montana District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
(LWML), was nominated as President of the National LWML at the beginning of this
year. She has a knack for discerning both strengths and weaknesses in people, and uses it
to connect their particular gifts with work. When I contacted her to ask for her response to
the nomination, she welcomed my interview with grace and good humor:

How did you originally become involved in the LWML? Did you hear about it from
a friend? From church?

I grew up in the parsonage, and the LWML was a presence in every congrega-
tion that my father served. After I was married and my pastor husband re-
ceived a call to Mustang, Oklahoma, I realized that they did not have an
LWML and I missed it! We began a small women’s Bible studK group that led
to the forminghof our own local group. The Oklahoma District kindly *tapped”
me to be on the district Christian Growth committee and a national LWML
representative submitted my name for a national committee.

What encouraged you to become so involved in the LWML?

I was “hooked” after I attended (for just one day!) my first LWML convention
in Fort Worth, Texas. At this convention in a large arena setting, the LWML
ladies voted a one million dollar mission goal...the first time ever! The room
was filled with the sounds of “Praise God from whom all blessings flow” and I
was inspired! I have been to every LWML national convention since and I
have also been able to attend local, district and national meetings. The friend-
ships that I have developed over the years are another factor in my continuing
involvement in LWML. In addition, the mission work of the group is some-
thing that I firmly support.

How do you feel about your nomination to serve as national LWML president?

I was frankly awestruck when I was told of the nomination. God’s plans for us
are always surprising, aren’t they?

If elected, what does that mean for you? What will your duties entail?

If I am elected, I will probably have to set up an office in my home! I’m sure
that my frequent flyer miles will also add uﬂ much quicker! I am fortunate to
have a supportive husband and children who encourage me and allow me to
spend the time required to fulfill the duties. My duties will include a lot of pub-
lic relations for the LWML, as well as leadership responsibilities.

Shari (pictured right) has served previously on the national level as
Recording Secretary, the chairman of the Christian Growth Committee,
chairman of the Christian Resources Editors Committee and a member
of the Christian Growth Committee. She has authored several Bible
studies, worked as editor of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, and co-
authored with her husband, Rev. Larry, an LWML Sunday service and
two sets of Mustard Seeds. She has served on the Oklahoma and Mon-
tana District Boards, and has held offices of President and Secretary in
her local society.
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OF RADIATION AND RESURRECTION Montana district—LCMS

30 Broadwater Avenue
Natural events of startling proportions Billings, MT 59101
occasionally occur in such a way as to
leave us in shock, not only for the immediate impact but also for the
lingering effects. On March 11 a deadly earth quake and subse-
quent tsunami washed over Japan, leaving thousands dead and
missing. The magnitude of power unleashed by the waves is diffi-
cult enough to grasp, but what is harder to foresee are the side ef-
fects of that destruction; in this case, an invisible wave of radiation.
Notwithstanding the human suffering involved, homes, businesses
and lives could be rebuilt were it not for the nuclear contamination.
This toxic tide will change the future of Japan in ways we cannot begin to understand.

There was a supernatural event that had similar but more positive results.
Around 33 AD a man was crucified, laid in a tomb and left for dead. Death could not
hold Him. Three days later the earth shook, and Jesus rose from the grave in an unprec-
edented wave of life. The immediate impact of the resurrection left many people in
shock, “for as yet, they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the
dead” (John 20:9). “But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not be-
lieve them” (Luke 24:11), “and they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”
Mark 16:8)

As marvelous as the initial affects may have been, the tide of life that emanated
from the epicenter of the empty tomb is beyond the scale of any event in human history.
When Jesus rose from the tomb, life washed over the world. It changed the future of the
world in ways that we cannot begin to calculate. Yet you can measure it in your own life.
This is what Easter means to you. Once you were dead in your trespasses and sin. Now
you are alive in Jesus. Once, physical death meant eternal death. Now, through faith in
Jesus, you too will rise to live in the presence of God eternally. Life washed over you in
your baptism when God raised you up out of the water as a new creature.

It is unlikely that this Easter Day will get the same kind of press that the tsunami
and ensuing wave of radiation is receiving. “Man Rises from the Dead — Millions Live” is
a highly improbable headline. Still, like the Fukushima radiation, the world’s recognition
of the event, or lack thereof, cannot hinder the invisible wave of the Holy Spirit of God.
“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells
in you.” (Romans 8:11) God grant that the power of the resurrection wash over His peo-
ple and the world on the Day of Resurrection.
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Terry Forke, President




CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April
1-2 School Administrator Conference, Great Falls
3 Official Visit: St. Paul/Zion, Havre/Chinook
17 Office Visit: Our Savior, Stevensville

Council of Presidents

Board of Directors, Great Falls
Planning Meeting
Lutheran’s for Life, Helena
East/South Conference, Billings

LLL District Convention

Official Visit: First, Missoula
Summer Camp, Red Lodge—High School
LWML Convention, Peoria IL
Summer Camp, Red Lodge—Junior High
Wyoming Theological Conference

Summer Camp, Red Lodge—5th and 6th
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MONTANA LCMS PRISON MINISTRY BEGINS 2011 EVENTS

Montana Prison Ministry Team leader,
Rev. Jay Reinke of Trinity, Williston, trav-
elled to Montana State Prison in Deer
Lodge February 18th and 19th for a
Christ Crucified Christian Education Re-
treat. He was joined at MSP by Rev.
Robert Mitchell from St. John in Deer
Lodge.

The MSP retreat participants are resi-
dents of the Work Release Center Unit.
WRC residents are inmates who have
earned, by their good behavior, the right
to live and work outside the fenced con-
fines of the prison. They are employed
by Montana Correctional Enterprises,
which operates work programs in cattle
ranching, crop farming, dairy, prison
warehouse, food factory, and property
and road maintenance. Mr. Jerry Rose-
leip, a supervisor at the MCE Dairy,
served as staff sponsor and lay partici-
pant for the event.

Pastor Reinke led 11 inmates in Bible
verse memory exercises as well as in the
singing of both traditional hymns and
Bible teaching songs. His subject cen-
tered on how Christ’s righteousness,
death and resurrection work together
for the salvation of the world, which
includes those whose current vocation is
“incarcerated inmate.”

Pastor Mitchell conducted a Bible Study
on “The Images of Christ,” which taught
the many ways Jesus is presented to us
throughout God’s Word, from OIld to
New Testament. He gathers us under
His wings like a hen gathers her brood;
He is our “ransom” and the price paid;
He comes to us as a “gift” - a baby in a
manger, in, with and under the bread

and wine of the Lord’s Supper, and in the
water and Word of Holy Baptism. Jesus is
the “firstborn” of God; the promised “Seed”
given as the sacrifice to redeem us, His fall-
en people. He is our Savior.

All of the inmates expressed their apprecia-
tion to the pastors for the excellent Bible
Studies and for their willingness to listen to
questions and provide answers from the
Bible.

A packet of materials (hymns and songs,
Bible reading guides, Luther’s Small Cate-
chism and a service of responsive prayer)
was left with each inmate for their use. A
year’s worth of Portals of Prayer devotional
booklets were also given to each inmate.

Similar events were planned at the Billings
Montana Women’s Prison in late February,
and in early March at Crossroads Correc-
tional Facility in Shelby.

Jerry Roseleip,
MSP Event Sponsor
St. John, Deer Lodge

FORT WAYNE, IN (CTS)— The Vic-
arage Placement/Deaconess Internship
Assignment service takes place May 2
at 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time in Kramer
Chapel. The Candidate Call service
follows on May 3, also at 7:00 p.m. in
Kramer Chapel. The services can be
watched on the Internet, broadcast via
a live Webcast which will become ac-
tive 30 minutes prior to the service.
Go to www.ctsfw.edu and click on the
“Watch Live” link.




Books for African Pastors
By Heidi Sias

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church of Colstrip,
MT was honored to serve in a small sup-
porting role in the mission to train pastors
in South Africa. Rev. John T. Pless, Assistant
Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions
at Concordia Theological .
Seminary, traveled to Lu-
theran Theological Seminary
(LTS) in Pretoria, South Africa
to teach classes in
“Catechetics” and “Law and
Gospel” from February 26,
2011-March 12, 2011.

Prof. Pless requested finan-
cial support for the mission §
to provide necessary books
on theology including C. F.
W. Walther’s Law & Gospel
and Oswald Bayer’'s Martin
Luther’s Theology for the 16
students who would be
attending his classes. Funding from several
LCMS churches and donors made it possi-
ble for Prof. Pless to take 150 pounds of
books for use by the students and for the
permanent collection at the Seminary’s
library. Mount Calvary donated funds to
help provide these books, supported in
large part by its ladies’” LWML group, Faith
Circle.

According to Prof. Pless, Lutheran Theologi-
cal Seminary “is uniquely positioned to be
the center of confessional Lutheran theo-
logical education for the whole continent”
because the enrolled students come from a
variety of African countries, including Bot-
swana, Kenya, Ethiopia, Liberia, Nigeria,
Uganda, Sudan, Tanzania and South Africa.

On previous trips to South Africa, he has
had the privilege to preach at their chapel
services, and to teach such classes as

“Luther as Pastoral and

“Theological Ethics.”

Theologian”

Prof. Pless hopes to travel back to South
Africa in August 2011 to teach more clas-
ses including “Luther’s Ethics,” if there is
funding. If you too would like to help with
this mission you can send donations to:

Concordia Theological Seminary, Attn:
Prof. John Pless, 6600 N. Clinton St., Fort
Wayne, IN 46825.

Make checks payable to “Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary” and be sure to earmark
them “Pless South Africa Books.”

Lut her an

By Kim Pl ummer

As the death toll contin-
ues to climb and radia-
tion worries persist, dis-
aster survivors along the
coast of Miyagi and Fu-
kushima Prefectures
began receiving the first
of weekly emergency
shipments from Japa-
nese Lutheran partners
who say assistance may
be needed in heavily
impacted areas for as
long as three years.

The first shipment arrived
March 28 from Japan
Lutheran Emergency
Relief (JLER), a newly
formed partnership of

four major Lutheran
church bodies, including
the Japan Lutheran

Church (JLC), an LCMS
partner church. Weekly
shipments are planned
for every Monday, deliv-
ered by four four-ton
trucks procured by JLER.
Initial deliveries include
rice, water, instant foods
and bananas.

"Currently, supplies must
be driven by truck to the
affected areas and per-
sonally distributed there,
as local post offices are
not able to handle, sort
and distribute all of the
items that would be arriv-
ing by post," said Dr.
Jonathan Blanke, an
LCMS career missionary
based in Tokyo, in an
email to the LCMS.
"Assistance in the area is
currently forecasted to be
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U.S. Navy/Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Dylan McCord

Naval Air Crewman 2nd Class Joseph Conant, from Santee, Calif,
gives a woman canned goods during a humanitarian assistance
mission in Sukuiso, Japan. A partnership of four Japanese
Lutheran church bodies is distributing weekly shipments of

rice, water, instant foods and bananas to disaster survivors along
the coast of Miyagi and Fukushima Prefectures.

ongoing for three years (March 2011 to 2014), with adjustment
to that schedule as needed."

Within the next two to three months, Hanson, area facilitator for
East Asia with LCMS World Mission, said, Japanese Lutheran
partners say they hope to begin sending pastoral-care assis-
tance to help with spiritual needs in impacted areas in Japan, a
country where less than 1 percent of the population is Christian.

More than three weeks after the earthquake and tsunami, the
official death toll climbed to 11,938, with more than 15,000 re-
ported missing, according to Japan's National Police Agency.
Some 165,000 people live in emergency shelters, while thou-
sands have been forced to flee their homes because of radia-
tion that continues to leak from the Fukushima nuclear plant
damaged by the tsunami.

Just as Lutheran partners prepare for a long-term response in
Japan, concerned Christians in the United States continue to
give. As of April 4, LCMS donors had provided more than
$550,000 to LCMS World Relief and Human Care for disaster
response in Japan.

Posted April 5,
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The ladies of Holy Trinity/Grace in Belgrade dedicated and
sent quilts and various kits to Lutheran World Relief, April 3.

They made 71
quilts in 3
months for the
needy in our
world.

St. John, Deer Lodge welcomed 5 new adult confirmands into
Christian fellowship on March 6. Pictured I-r are Brad Ford, Patty
Flynn, Steve Flynn. Aaron Roesler. Not Pictured is Lynnette Weiss.
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Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, the Zion Lutheran Church youth meet
after school for Junior Lutheran League in Chinook. Pastor
Mark (pictured left) and Beth Schultz lead 10 to 12 children

in Bible lessons, songs, prayer, storytelling, and games.

Below, from Front Left: Martin Nussbaum, Benton Elliot,
Bryden Friede, Jamie Roth

2nd Row: Chase Moxley, Riley Kellam, Cristen Friede,
Mikki Smith, Rachel Gunderson

Back: Beth Schultz

(not shown - Amelia and Kadia Miller)

EDITOR’S CORNER

My grandmother complained that there was no editor’s corner in last month’s issue, so
here | am again, if only to prove that | have not shirked my duty.

To begin, Sandy Miller, unofficial photographer of Zion activities in Chinook, knows how
to do things right. Both of my parents made it into the April Reflections (seen pictured
above), and, even better, Sandy always names each person in her photographs. Last
month (as pointed out to me by my father—another source of familial critique in the
district), Pastor Linderman made it into two pictures while his name did not. | blindly
copied and pasted the description emailed to me, and missed pointing out the man
standing behind the baptismal font. If you would like a more accurate caption included,
please send a short note listing their names and the order in which they are standing.

Currently the Reflections publication date is set between the third and fourth weeks of
the month. Any feedback regarding release date will be taken into consideration. If |
hear nothing, | will assume I’'m doing it right; and if not right, then right enough.

Furthermore, we have had an exciting number of contributions to the Reflections. The
tradeoff is the tight space, which tends to either force my editing hand, or shrink the
print. The second version of the Reflections which goes out online is not limited by page
number, and | am able to increase the font size.

As always, thank you to those who send me articles, pictures, and feedback. Your con-
tributions are more greatly appreciated than you know.
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