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You Were Not Willing 

 At first, she squawked and flopped as if her wing were injured.  She fluttered, brokenly, away from her nest, which she 

had inconveniently constructed in the rocks on the side of our driveway.  Mamma sandpiper was protecting her young in the 

way God had imprinted on her mind.  By pretending to be wounded she drew our attention, and that of any potential 

predators, to herself and away from the eggs in her nest.  

 Later on she sat tight.  When the chicks hatched she was more inclined to huddle them tightly under her wings.   Her 

strategy of protection had grown much more intimate.  She was guarding them with her body, not with subterfuge.  Perhaps 

her chicks misunderstood.  It was not long before one or the other would peek out and run away. It was very difficult for her to 

protect them when they were not interested in her protection.  

 Does God’s protection of you sometimes strike you as a “parental restriction?”  That is, do you hear God’s Word as more 

of a limitation on your lifestyle than you are willing to bear?  It is, perhaps hard for us to view ourselves as little chicks running 

away from their mother’s protection.  But Jesus once used this image.  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 

and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing!” Luke 13:34 (ESV) 

 The specific sin Jesus rebukes in this lesson is the refusal to listen to His Word, as delivered by the prophets whom He 

sends.  It is unlikely that you have stoned your Pastor recently.  (I would probably have heard of that one.)  However, 

statistically speaking, it is likely that you have run away from him when he was speaking God’s Word.  The fact is, on an 

average Sunday, only 40% of LCMS members are in Church.  We do not see that God is seeking to protect us by the power of 

His Word, delivered in the Divine Service.   

 To us, every Sunday church attendance seems like a painful restriction.  It suffocates our chosen lifestyle.  Dreaming 

ourselves to be overheated under His wings, we peek out, find something else to do, and run away.  In his explanation to the 

third commandment Luther calls this “despising preaching and His Word.”   Jesus says, “How often would I have gathered your 

children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” During this season of Lent we are 

particularly mindful of our sin, and the need to repent of our unwillingness to hear His Word.  

 In the face of our unwillingness, the strategy of Jesus’ protection becomes more intimate.  He chooses to protect us with 

His own body.  Jesus is born in the flesh.   He receives into that body the sin of our unwillingness to listen to the prophet 

speaking God’s Word, as well as all our other sin.  On the cross Jesus does not pretend to be wounded.  He suffers and dies as 

the penalty of our sin.  His protection extends through the resurrection so that we find pardon and peace from our sin.  

 His protection never wanes.  Jesus has given us His Holy Spirit to direct us to the shadow of His wings.  Under the Spirit’s 

guidance, what may have previously been deemed a restriction, is now recognized as His gift.  With the Psalmist we willingly 

cry, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  Psalm 122:1 (ESV) 

Rev. Terry Forke 

MT District President 
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District President’s Calendar 

March 3  Speak Up Tournament, Trinity 

    Lutheran School, Billings 

  6  Official Visit: Holy Trinity,  

    Belgrade/Grace, Three Forks 

  10  Winkle: St. Mark, Butte 

  13  Trinity, Harlowton 

  14  Winkle: St. John Lutheran  

    Church, Laurel 

  17-8  Regional COP, Sioux Falls, SD 

  20  Official Visit: Zion, Chinook/St. 

    Paul, Havre 

  25  Good Friday, Tre Ore: Mount 

    Olive, Billings 

  25  Good Friday Service: Trinity, 

    Harlowton 

  27  Easter Service: Trinity, Harlowton  

April 3  Official Visit: ELM, Big Timber/

    Livingston 

  9  Keynote Speaker: Rev. Hesham 

    Shehab at the Holiday Inn Grand 

    Montana in the Missouri Room 

    from 7-9pm.   

  10  Trinity, Harlowton 

  11  Winkle: Redeemer, Hardin 

  17  Official Visit: Peace, Great Falls 

  18  Winkle: Trinity, Great Falls 

  22-28  COP: St. Louis, MO 

  29-  LWML Montana District  

May 1  Convention, Peace, Great Falls 

Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the 

call process.  Pastor Andrew Eckert 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan, is in the 

call process.  Pastor Kyle Whaley continues 

to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, is in the 

call process for a Director of Christian 

Education. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, is in the 

call process for a Minister of Music. 

Special Event 

Christ the King Lutheran Church is 

pleased to invite you to our spring 

fundraising event with keynote speaker Rev. 

Hesham Shehab.  Rev. Shehab will share his 

story about his journey from Islam to 

Christianity; from the Muslim Brotherhood 

to being an LCMS Pastor. 

The event is being held Saturday April 9th 

from 7-9pm at the Holiday Inn Grand 

Montana in the Missouri Room.  (5500 

Midland Rd, Billings, MT 59101)  The doors 

will open for seating at 6:30.  

Advance sale tickets: $15       

Tickets at the door (if available): $20 

Please email: church@ctkbillings.org or call  

406-252-9250 to order tickets 

mailto:church@ctkbillings.org
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District News 

Mark Wiegert was installed as Vicar to tri-parish, Trinity Lutheran, Stanford, Our Savior Lutheran, Denton, and St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, Lewistown, on February 14th.  Pictured from left to right: Rev. Ray Wiegert, Rev. Bob 

Weishoff, Vicar Mark Wiegert, Pastor Terry Forke. 

Rev. Russell Dewell was installed as sole pastor to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Park City, on February 21st.  Pictured left 

to right: Rev. Kenneth Zoeller, Rev. Daniel Keinath, Rev. Daniel Rinderknecht, Rev. John Donnan, Rev. Blake Marshall, 

Rev. Russell Dewell, Rev. Daniel Jacobs, Rev. Terry Forke, Rev. Albert Ebel, Rev. Robert Lane, and Rev. Ryan Wendt. 

The LWML Montana District Convention to be held at Peace Lutheran Church, 

Great Falls, Montana.  The dates are April 29 through May 1, 2016. Our theme is: 

Nurturing Faith In Christ, based on 1Peter 2:2 “… that you may grow …” (NKJV). 

The convention is scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. on April 29 (Friday), continue 

all day Saturday, and conclude Sunday around noon.   The registration forms will 

be available from the Missive  
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Missionary Excerpts 

~Mission and Mercy~ The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic 

Reflections from Home…by Jennifer  

“Be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord” (Psalm 27:14)  

This past month has reminded us that our plans are not always God’s plans. Our plans were that after orientation, 

we would return to the U.S. briefly to obtain our visas, pack final 

things, and then return mid-February to Santiago to settle into our 

new life as a missionary family in the DR. The fact that God was 

blessing us with a seventh child to be born this July was simply one 

happy aspect of the many adjustments we would face in our new life 

therwe. So along with much of the world, we watched in disbelief as 

news reports began coming in about a mosquito born virus that most 

have never before heard of —“The Zika Virus”—which is no creeping 

through much of Latin American and the Caribbean. Our concern, 

along with OIM and Regional Director, Rev. Ted Krey, is that this virus may pose a serious risk to unborn babies. 

For this reason our departure is delayed, for now. We will continue to monitor the research and news reports until 

it is again deemed safe to travel there, or until after the baby is born... David is using this time to complete his PhD 

dissertation, which is a key part of his work as a theological educator at Seminario Luterano El Refomador. We are 

also staying in regular contact with the missionaries on the ground about work being done among Christ’s church 

there, and we still can’t wait to be an integral part of it soon!  

News from the Schlund Family preparing to serve the Lord in Mexico  

Introduction to Living Abroad:  

Moving to Santiago On February 14th, we arrived in the Dominican Republic for 

Spanish lessons and regional training. Our trip down here went off without any 

problems. We arrived at the airport and Christel Neuendorf, the human care 

coordinator for the region, was there waiting for us. We piled all of our luggage into 

the van and arrived at the house where we are staying. Members of the regional 

team have been helpful and supportive as we adjust to life in Santiago. Our first 

week here coincided with the visit of the "circuit visitor" for the Dominican Republic. Rev. Martin Teigen spent a few 

days reading Matthew with us and looking at some of the main themes the Gospel carries, including Jesus as Israel 

and Jesus as King. We even had the opportunity to have him over for dinner and discuss how things were going so 

far. It was a very good visit, and we were happy we got to meet him.  

To support God’s work you may send a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  
Mark checks “Last Name-Location Serving”.   
For example: “Preus-Dominican Republic” 
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page at lcms.org/last name of 
missionary  
For example: lcms.org/Thompson 
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Missionary Excerpts 

The Evangel in Ethiopia-The Stinnett Family 

Ethiopian Work Permits Arrived!  

Nairobi, Kenya —We received some great news this week. On Monday, we received an 

email from the Mekane Yesus Seminary office letting us know that the Ethiopian 

government has granted a letter of support for our work permit application. This means 

that they have agreed to issue our work permit and are in the process of completing it. It 

also means that we are cleared to apply for and receive our business visa. The decision has 

been made by the Ethiopian government and from here on out, it is just a matter of 

completing the process. Thanks be to God!...If everything goes perfectly, at the earliest, we 

may be able to move to Ethiopia the weekend of March 4-6. The whole family is very 

excited and can hardly wait to move into our new home. We are ready to get settled into 

Ethiopia and get to work.  

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing … News from Doug & Angie Thompson, serving the Lord in Ghana, West Africa  

On Feb. 8th, Rev. Thompson began to teach his first 2-week intensive 

course on Confession and Absolution. He truly enjoyed this instruction 

and becoming familiar with the students. He is now working on his next 

intensive class on Saving Grace and Conversion. There is much work 

that needs to be done here at the seminary, with class scheduling and 

preparation, chapel, and getting to know the students in a way that 

they can best be served in their theological education. Please pray for 

God’s blessing of Rev. Thompson’s preparation and teaching, as well as 

the students’ learning and application of the material so that they may 

apply what they learn in order to become good and faithful pastors.   

God’s Reign in Spain: The Missionary Journey of Reverend David and Shelee Warner  

Pray, Praise and Give Thanks!  

-For several Spanish members recovering from surgery and illness.  

-For safe travels for Dr. Arthur Just, Area Facilitator visiting and serving two 

weeks in March.  

- For success in locating and renting a ministry center in Sevllle.  

-Praise for the safe arrival and smooth transition of the Lehman family , 

who joined us on the field in December. Pastor Adam, and Christine, and 

kids Hannah, Noah, Abigail and Jonah.   
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Announcements  

 

Hoyle Leon Hoover, II, age 34, of Conover, NC, passed away on Wednesday, February 

24, 2016, at Catawba Regional Hospice in Newton, NC. Born March 31, 1981, in 

Lincoln County, he was the son of Sandra Cline Herman and Joe Herman of Conover, 

NC.  He previously served as DCE at First Lutheran Church in Helena, MT.  The family 

requests in lieu of flowers that memorial contributions be made in Hoyle's memory 

to: St. Stephens Lutheran School, Scholarship Fund, 2304 Springs Rd. NE, Hickory, NC, 

28601.   

Our thoughts and prayers are with his family, including his wife of seven years, 

Sydney, and their two daughters, Delilah and Lily. 

Pastor Brandt previously served in 

Bridger/Belfry and Havre/Chinook.  

Thank you for sharing your memories!  

Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Billings welcomed 16 new 

members on February 14, 2016 
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Training Opportunities 

Lutheran Early Response Team Training 

There will be a LERT, Lutheran Early Response Team, training session on April 9th at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Kalispell from 8am - 4pm. The training will be led by Rev. Michael Meyer.  Anyone interested in any Disaster 
Response work would benefit from this training.  Lunch and snacks will be provided, and there is no cost to attend. 

If you have any questions or to RSVP, please contact Warren Ellis at wwarren@centurytel.net. 

Great Falls Workshop-“Mission From the Cross” 

On April 16th, 2016 Trinity Lutheran Church in Great Falls, MT will be hosting a workshop from the book “Mission 

From the Cross”.  The workshop will commence at 9 AM at Trinity with the Rev. Gerald Paul and Rev. Steven Schlund 

as the hosts. There is no cost to participants and a lunch will be served at noon. 

The content of the workshop will consist of, using the copy from the website, the following subject matter. “Mission 

From the Cross is a valuable resource as it helps you understand how God blesses His children through your service 

in His kingdom.  This resource explains the Lutheran theology of mission through a contemporary lens and focuses 

on how to accomplish this through God’s grace. Mission also dives into crucial topics such as culture, common styles 

of communication and strategy. This book offers a great understanding of your involvement in the mission field. We 

are called to go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19) and not to be ashamed of the Gospel (Romans 

1:16), so how do we live that out?” 

To adequately prepare for the lunch and materials we request that you register by phone at Trinity Lutheran church 

office (406-452-2121 M-F from 8:00AM-3:30 PM) or via e-mail at: trinity@trinity-mt.org.  To purchase items for 

lunch we ask that you register by April 6th.  Thrivent Action funds have purchased 25 copies of the book and will be 

distributed to the first 25 registrants. No one that is not registered will be denied attending.  Get informed and 

inspired connections to the life changing opportunity of proclaiming the Good News! 

Registration is Open for Vocatio  Concordia Seminary, St. Louis is hosting their annual Vocatio program for high 

school students (students enrolled grades 9-12 for Fall 2016).  The dates are June 25-30, 2016.  This six-day program 

is designed to encourage and equip young men and women to consider their vocation as Christians.  This event 

includes a Concordia University System college fair, presentations, servant event in Perry County, and more.  http://

www.csl.edu/admissions/visit-us/visitation-events/vocatio/ 

Early Childhood Conference: The Young Child’s Way 

June 15, 2016 at Concordia University, Nebraska 

Contact: Professor Annette Oliver-Annette.oliver@cune.edu or 800-535-5494, ext. 7474 

Cost: $45/person, Lunch: $13/person 

mailto:wwarren@centurytel.net
http://www.csl.edu/admissions/visit-us/visitation-events/vocatio/
http://www.csl.edu/admissions/visit-us/visitation-events/vocatio/


8 

What is Marriage?       

Read This Book 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  In the minds of many Americans, marriage has been redefined.  A variety of causes have contributed to this 

redefinition.  Chief among them is the constant media onslaught that those holding to the previous definition of 

marriage are bigots of the lowest degree, who do not care about love.  Secondly, the Church has been unwilling to 

publicly stand for, or corporately teach what the Scripture says about marriage.  Thirdly, the average American, 

though vaguely aware that something is wrong with same-sex behavior, is loath to stand against the tide of media-

driven “love speech,” and is incapable of articulating an argument, based on natural law, that supports the historic 

understanding of marriage.   

 The new definition of marriage is something along these lines: “Marriage is a temporary alliance of creatures 

for the sake of their mutual benefit and pleasure.”  Put more bluntly it is generally stated in this way, “We should be 

able to love whomever we want to love.”  Perhaps you can imagine the perversions awaiting us if these definitions 

are allowed to stand.  

 How would you define marriage?  If you cannot spit it out, or even if you think you can do a pretty good job; if 

you are worried about where our nation is headed since the recent Supreme Court decision legalizing same-sex 

marriage; if you have noticed the curtailment of religious freedom and wonder what the end game may be; I highly 

recommend that you read this book:  Truth Overruled, by Ryan T. Anderson.   You can find it on Amazon for about 

$12.00.   

 The impact of this redefinition of marriage will be so great against the Church that I am bold to state, if you 

read only one book this year, it should be this book.   Mr. Anderson will help you to articulate a definition of 

marriage that supports its biblical and historic understanding.  He will help you see the destruction the new 

definition will bring about.  He will demonstrate the place of this decision in the loss of religious freedom that 

threatens to land many Christians in jail.   

 He also encourages us that now is not the time to run and hide.  Individual Christians can make a difference.  In 

the marketplace of ideas there is still room for well-reasoned arguments in favor the historic definition of marriage.  

In support of this thesis he offers the fact that despite the billions of dollars the abortion industry has invested in the 

past 40 years, the majority of Americans still do not support the current law.  Do not fall back into the shadows 

whimpering against powers of public opinion.  Read this book.   

Pastor Terry Forke 

To read RSTM’s March newsletter, please visit:   

http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1308#rstmnewsletter  

http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1308#rstmnewsletter

