
December 2015 

MONTANA 

Montana District LCMS          30 Broadwater Avenue, Billings, MT 59101          (406) 259-2908 

office@mtdistlcms.org          www.mtdistlcms.org 

“No Place for Them” 

 When Elsie, (our tenth grandchild), was born, 

(11/30/15), we were informed, complete with pictures, within 

minutes.  Elsie was highly anticipated, and welcomed with  

celebrations of joy.  Her parents had been preparing.  They 

had a room, and a bed, and clothing, and food all in place.  Her 

extended family had been preparing.  Tickets had been       

purchased to visit her.  Her  congregation had been preparing.  

A service for her baptism had been established and prayers 

had been said.  Even the larger community had been            

preparing, as friends were ready to help as necessary.  Long 

before Elsie arrived there was a place for her, ready and 

waiting.   

 The situation was a little different for Jesus.  Luke tells 

us there wasn’t a place for Him. “And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling-cloths and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn.” Luke 2:7 (ESV)  The details Luke supplies are sketchy.  

That hasn’t stopped Christmas pageant writers from filling in 

the blanks to make the Christmas Eve children’s re-enactment 

a little more dramatic.  This much we do know, at the time of 

His birth, there was no place for Jesus.  

 Perhaps Luke included that unadorned detail to      

provide a platform for what John says later about the arrival of 

Jesus.  “He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him.  He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him.”  John 1:10–11 (ESV)  In 

this sense, the words, “no place for them” assume a wider 

scope and paint an entirely different picture of Christmas than 

the “Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall 

proclaim,” that we sing during advent.  No, there was no place 

for Him, literally or figuratively.   

 Would we have been more welcoming had we been 

there?  Perhaps, but the truth is, the unwelcoming attitude of 

sinners is pervasive.  Think of the one million unwelcome    

children who are aborted in the United States annually.  Think 

of the thousands of rejected, refused refugees around the 

world.  Think of the 2,277 children in foster care in Montana 

who, for whatever reason, are not welcome in their own    

family.  Think of the one stranger who showed up at Church, 

unwelcomed, ignored, because you were too busy, or too 

afraid, or he didn’t have the right clothes, or the right skin  

color.  Think of the homeless who wander the streets of our 

cities.  In many and various ways we are still saying there is 

“no place for them.”  What we have done to the least of these 

we have done unto Christ. 

 Who alone is willing to make room, even for sinners?  

Before He completed His work here Jesus promised, “In my 

Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you?” John 14:2 (ESV)  

How ironic that the One we refused to give a place to, has 

made a place for us.  By His holy life, death, resurrection and 

promised return, Jesus has made room for us in His kingdom.  

The baby who arrived in a manger welcomes you into His    

glorious heavenly home. 

 Now, by faith in Jesus, His lavish hospitality is at work 

in you.  His Holy Spirit is at work in you to “Fling wide the    

portals of your heart.”  This is not your work, but God’s.  When 

the Spirit accomplishes this action in your life, you not only 

welcome Jesus, but also your neighbor.  This is Christmas; God 

sent His Son to welcome you and in turn, to welcome the    

unwelcome and to make a place for them.  

    

 Rev. Terry Forke 

    MT District President 



District President’s Calendar 

Dec 6 Official Visit:  Redeemer Lutheran  

  Church, Anaconda at 11 a.m. 

 13 Trinity, Harlowton 

 14 Winkel at Christ the King, Billings 

 16 Chapel at Trinity Lutheran School,  

  Billings, at 8:30 a.m. 

 20 Official Visit:  Our Savior Lutheran  

  Church, Stevensville 

 27 Trinity, Harlowton 

Jan 10 Trinity, Harlowton 

 10 Installation of Pastor David       

  Johnson at First Lutheran Church,  

  Missoula at 6 p.m. 

 11 Winkel at Hope Lutheran Church,  

  Billings 

 12-4 Quad-Circuit Conference, Holy  

  Trinity, Belgrade 

 17 Official Visit: Trinity Lutheran  

  Church, Billings 

 24 Trinity, Harlowton 

 25 Board of Directors Meeting,   

  Billings 

 31 Official Visit : Christ the King,   

  Billings 

Around the District 

First Lutheran Church, Missoula, has extended a Call to 

Pastor David Johnson of  Zion Lutheran Church in    

Palmyra, MO.  Pastor Johnson has accepted the Call 

and will be installed on January 10th. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call         

process. 

Pastor Timothy Koch of Concordia Lutheran Church in 

Cresbard, SD, has declined the Call to Shepherd of the 

Valley Lutheran Church, Thompson Falls. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Thompson 

Falls has extended a Call to Pastor Jonathan Bonine of 

Zion Lutheran Church in Downs, KS. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan, is in the call process.  

Pastor Kyle Whaley continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, is in the call process 

for a Director of Christian Education. 

Winter 2015 Important Dates 

January 12-14 

Quad Circuit Conference, Holy Trinity Church in Belgrade 

January 17 

Life Sunday 

January 25 

Board of Directors Meeting in Billings 
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Installations in November 

Rev. Dr. John Sias was installed as sole pastor of triple parish, Mt. Calvary, Colstrip, Trinity Lutheran Church, Hysham, 

and Concordia Lutheran Church, Forsyth on November 1st .  Picture above:  Pastor Sias and his wife Heidi (LEFT) and 

President Forke and Pastor Sias (RIGHT) 

On November 8th, Rev. Chad Schopp was installed as sole pastor of Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big Timber and 

Livingston.  The church building was also dedicated during the service.  Pictured from left to right: President Forke, 

Pastor William Bliese, Pastor Gerald Paul, Pastor, Pastor Schopp, Pastor Lehmann, Pastor Pullman, Pastor Marshall, 

and Pastor Linderman. 
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The Evangel in Ethiopia 

Excerpts from the Stinnett Family’s October/November Newsletters 

Holistic Ministry Contributes to EECMY Growth  

When giving presentations, I am often asked the reason for the dramatic rate 

of growth in the Ethiopian Lutheran Church (EECMY). There are many 

factors that impact that growth, including the EECMY’s emphasis on 

theological education, their efforts at providing the Bible, catechism and 

other Christian literature in the languages of the people, the effect of 

persecution on the church, etc.  

One factor that should resonate with members of the LCMS is the EECMY’s 

emphasis on “Holistic Ministry” or ministry to the whole person. We don’t 

use this phrase in the LCMS, but it is very similar to our emphasis on 

Witness, Mercy and Life Together. We understand that faith produces its 

fruits, that love of God and love of neighbor go together. We see Jesus, in His earthly ministry, combine the call to 

repentance and Gospel proclamation with physical healing. He not only teaches the 5000, He provides food for their 

bodies as well. He sends out His apostles with authority to proclaim the Gospel and forgive sins, and he also gives 

them authority to heal. So, we combine our Witness (Gospel proclamation, Word & Sacrament ministry) with Mercy 

(acts of service to help those with needs for this body and life). (October 2015) 

Ethiopia - Amazing news keeps flowing in from the Evangelical Ethiopian Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY). They 

are now at 8.1 million members, up from 7.4 million earlier this year. They have also identified the need for 10,000 

new pastors. Thanks be to God!  

Closing Thoughts...Our Lord is always working through His people. We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip 

ran to him (the eunuch) and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your 

support of the work which God has laid before us.  

In Service to Christ– Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi & Luke  

 

We are on Facebook!  

Note: you do not have to belong 

to Facebook to see this page. Just 

follow the link:  

Facebook.com/stinnettsinethiopia  

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

P.O. Box 66861  

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. 

Include “Stinnett-Ethiopia” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given 

securely online through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/Stinnett. 
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The Gospel in Ghana  
Excerpts from Rev. Doug and Angie Thompson’s October/November Newsletter 

 
Thankfulness. This word is reminiscent of the national holiday we just observed. Thanks be to God for all that He 

provides for us in this body and life. Thankfulness also describes how we feel toward all of you for the support you 

have given us, financially and through your prayers. Thank you! Through you God provides all we need so that we 

can go to Ghana, West Africa.  

The past month has been spent with us travelling, seeing new places and meeting new people. You are the best part of 

all our travels, for we are fellow redeemed and partners in mission! We thank God for our old and new-found 

friendships, but especially for the fellowship we share in the forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake. Thanks be to God!  

 

To support the LCMS through the work of Rev. Douglas & Angela Thompson, you may send 

a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

P.O. Box 66861  

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Please make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 

“Thompson-Ghana” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the 

LCMS website at www.lcms.org/thompson.  

For updates and information for the Preus Family, please visit: 

https://www.facebook.com/ Preus.Dominican 

http://www.lcms.org/preus 

For updates and information for the Schlund Family, please visit: 

https://www.facebook.com/theschlunds 

http://www.lcms.org/schlund 

For updates and information for the Warner Family, please visit: 

http://www.godsreigninspain.org 

http://www.lcms.org/warner  

5 

http://www.lcms.org/stinnett
http://www.lcms.org/stinnett


Reaching our Youth 

Pastor Mark Schultz and Sunday School Superintendent Janice Roth presented fifth graders, Amanda 

Mord and Britton Elliot, with study Bibles at Zion Lutheran Church, Chinook. 

The Junior Lutheran League is held weekly by Pastor Schultz and his wife, Beth, with as many as 21 

children in attendance! 
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PASTORS PASS ON THE PAST 
Snapshots of Montana District History 

 

Winter Meeting 
by: Rev. Ray Wiegert 
 

     After the district convention in 1978 the district BOD appointed me to the position of District Missions Committee 
Chairman. Between Christmas and New Years that year I scheduled a meeting in Wolf Point with that congregation 
and also the one in Glasgow. The dual parish was vacant and Wolf Point was indicating they might want to call a 
pastor on their own. My objective was to convince them to continue the dual parish arrangement. 
 

     Since our children were on Christmas break we decided to make the trip as a family. The first day we drove to 
Great Falls and stayed overnight in a motel. When we woke up in the morning it had begun to snow. We headed 
east to Lewistown where I had scheduled a luncheon meeting with the leaders of St. Paul’s congregation. We had 
driven out of the snow storm but during the meeting at Lewistown it caught up with us and began to snow again. 
We headed northeast across no man’s land and the snow was piling up and the wind was starting to blow. When we 
arrived in Malta eight inches of snow had already fallen there, so we overnighted in a motel. The next day it was still 
snowing and the wind was howling but Highway 2 was blowing clear with a north wind. So we drove to Wolf Point. 
The meeting was scheduled for 3:00 p.m. After getting the family settled in a motel I went to the church but no one 
was there. I guess they thought that no sane person would come to Wolf Point from Missoula in such a bad 
snowstorm. 
 

     After a little while a member who had no knowledge of the meeting walked up to the church. He had a key and 
we went in and discovered that the furnace had failed. The member phoned a few people in Wolf Point and 
someone called the leaders in Glasgow and the meeting was on. Some had to come on snowmobiles since their car 
was drifted in. We had the meeting with six or eight people attending and wearing their overcoats. The trip was not 
wasted and the outcome was the continuation of the dual parish. 
 

     On the return home my plan was to go from Wolf Point to Glendive and take the Interstate Highway, but the cuts 
were drifted full and the highway was closed. We were forced to return the way we came. But now the temperature 
was well below zero. Crossing no man’s land again, after dark, and the temperature nearing 30 below it was white 
knuckles all the way, worrying about a gas line freeze. By God’s grace we made it to Lewistown and stayed at the 
Yogo Inn. In the morning the car would not start and service stations were backlogged with calls. 
 

     We finally were on our way home in late afternoon and arrived safely.  Such is life and ministry in Montana! 

Lutherans for Life: Life Thoughts 

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-thoughts-in-the-church/ 

December 13 – Third Sunday of Advent  
 

Paul tells us to “Rejoice in the Lord always” (Philippians 4:4a). That’s not always easy when Satan uses the voices of 

others and even our own to tell us we are worthless. Not so! Trust and hope in these words, “The Lord your God is 

in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will 

exult over you with loud singing” (Zephaniah 3:17).  

 

Prayer:  Lord, thank You for rejoicing over me because of Your cleansing blood. Help me rejoice in You. Amen. 
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For this month’s newsletter, please visit: 

http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1308#rstmnewsletter 

Upcoming Conferences 

2016 LYF (Lutheran Youth Fellowship) Training 

“Teens Reaching Teens in a Digital Age” 

March 17-20, Florissant, Missouri 

For more information, please visit:  

https://calendar.lcms.org/event/2016-lutheran-youth-fellowship-teen-

leadership-training/ 

2016 LEA (Lutheran Education Association) National Administrators 

Conference  

April 7-9, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 For more information, please visit: http://www.lea.org/ 
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