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 They strove against the oars as if their lives depended 

on it; up one side of the wave, down the other, up one 

side, down the other.  In the evening, after feeding the 

5000, Jesus had sent them to row to the other side of 

the Sea of Galilee.  It was now nearly dawn and they 

were barely halfway.  The wind and the waves were 

beating the stuffing out of them.  They were frustrated 

and perhaps a little angry that Jesus had sent them out 

on this stationary journey.  

 Suddenly the disciples saw what they thought was a 

ghost.  Doubting this could be someone to save them, 

they cried out in fear.  The “ghost” answered by saying, 

“It is I.  Do not be afraid.”  Peter, in an odd mixture of 

doubt and boldness responded, “If it is you, command 

me to come to you on the water.”  “Come,” was the 

singular command.  More boldness; Peter walked on the 

water.  More doubt; he looked at the waves and sank.  

Jesus stretched out His hand, lifted Peter and carried him 

to the boat.  

 Perhaps you have had similar doubts.  When the 

waves of life batter you and you cannot seem to make 

any headway, do you doubt that Jesus is by your side?  

Do you get angry and frustrated that He seems to have 

sent you on a journey to nowhere?  Do you wonder if 

there is any God at all?  

 This event, (Matthew 24:22-33), is very helpful when 

we consider our own doubts.  We would like to think of 

our faith as constant.  In reality, our faith is affected by 

the circumstances of the world, by our emotions, by sin, 

satan, and death.  Sometimes we are on top of the wave 

and the view is clear.  Sometimes we are at the bottom 

and we splash about in doubt.  Doubts should never be 

considered lightly.  Left to fester they can grow into 

unbelief.  That is certain death.  But the presence of 

doubt doesn’t have to tip your boat over.  This Word of 

God is clear; Jesus is more powerful than all our doubts.  

 Peter was rocked by doubt.  First, he thought he saw 

a ghost.  Then even after Jesus spoke, Peter doubted.  “If 

it is you,” he wavered.  Then, while walking on the 

water, he took his eyes off Jesus, wondered at the wind 

and waves, and doubted this could be true.  Our life 

experiences are similar.  Up one wave and down the 

next, first confident and joyful, then fearful and 

doubting; it is enough to make us seasick.  To focus on 

the circumstances or on our emotions is death by 

drowning.  Doubts wash over us like waves.   

 Still Jesus stretches out His hand to save Peter… and 

you.  This story is comforting when we are frightened by 

our doubts.  Doubt does not win.  This is true, not 

because of our actions, but because Jesus is more 

powerful than all our doubts. He reaches through them 

to save. 

 Doubts are sure to come.  They are a reality of living 

in a sinful world. But you should not despair.  You may 

think Jesus is still on the shore, but He is always watching 

over the sea of your life.  He is always walking on the 

water to save you.  He comes when the waves of doubt 

threaten to sink you.  As He stretched out His hands on 

the cross, He stretched out His hand to drag you safely 

into the ship of faith.  And He puts the same Word of 

confession into your mouth that He gave His disciples in 

that pre-dawn voyage of uncertainty, “Truly you are the 

Son of God.”  

Rev. Terry Forke 

MT District President 

“If It Is You” 
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Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call 

process for a pastor.  Rev. Andrew Eckert continues 

to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Concordia in Williston is in the call process.  Rev. Dr. 

Mark Nicolaus continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor. 

First Lutheran Church, Bozeman is in the call process 

for an associate pastor. 

Pastor Marcus Williams (CTSFW)) was installed as 

sole pastor of St. Paul, Havre and Zion Lutheran, 

Chinook on August 6, 2017 at 4pm. 

Ms. Claire Hoy and Mrs. Erika Rehbein were installed 

as teachers of Trinity Lutheran School, Kalispell on  

Sunday, August 27, 2017. 

Messiah Lutheran in Missoula celebrated its 50th 

anniversary on August 27. 

Grace Lutheran in Hamilton is being served by a DCE 

intern. 

Trinity Great Falls, St. John Fairfield and Zion Power 

have agreed to call an associate pastor to serve all 

three congregations.  

Rev. Richard Schneider, St. Paul Ronan, was united 

in marriage to Amy Bernard on June 15, 2017.  

Congratulations and blessings on your new life 

together. 

District President’s Calendar 

Aug 6  Installation: Rev. Marcus Williams 

  at St. Paul, Havre, at 4pm 

Aug 7-9 Circuit Visitors Retreat: Billings 

Aug 13  Trinity: Harlowton 

Aug 27  Trinity: Harlowton 

Sept 8-9 Planning Committee Meeting, 

  Trinity Great Falls 

Sept 10 Trinity: Harlowton 

Sept 16-19  COP Meeting 

Sept 24  Trinity: Harlowton  

Called to Glory 

Please keep the following families in your prayers as they 

mourn the earthly loss of family members and find 

comfort in the knowledge of God’s eternal glory. 

 Rev. Dr. Cutler’s mother 

 Rev. Mitchell’s mother 

 Rev. Shupe’s mother 

 Rev. Scheifelbein’s wife 

 Chaplain DiConti’s son 

Hurricane Harvey Relief Effort 

For information on the effects of Hurricane Harvey, how 

you can help, and direct links to the Texas District and the 

Southern District, please visit:  www.lcms.org/

harvey .  The Synod has a text to donate line – text 

LCMSHarvey to 41444 for a secure site to donate.  You 

can also call 888-930-4438.   

12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.  15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.  
And be thankful.   

Colossians 3: 12-15 

http://www.lcms.org/harvey
http://www.lcms.org/harvey
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Anniversary Celebration  

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lewiston, celebrated its 100th anniversary on Sunday, July 9th.  Pastor 

Arlo Pullmann, of St. John Lutheran Church in Laurel, preached and Pastor Kevin Peterson, of 

Shepherd of the Valley in Salmon, ID, gave a presentation on stewardship.   

Around the District 

Pictured L to R: Mark Fischer, Pastor Pullmann, Vicar 
Wiegert, Pastor Weishoff, and Pastor Peterson. 

Prayer Request 

Please continue to keep all those affected by wildfires and those 

working to fight the fires, in your prayers.  

To the right is a table of actively burning fires that have scorched at 

least 1,000 acre and pose a threat to structures (information found 

at: http://www.krtv.com/story/36261640/map-large-wildfires-in-

montana-thu-aug-31).  Not only the threat to homes and other 

structures, but poor air quality is a significant concern.  

As of August 30th Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Seeley Lake, is still 

standing; however, Pastor Iverson and some members of the 

congregation have been evacuated.   

For up to date information on fires around our state, visit: https://

inciweb.nwcg.gov/state/27/  
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Appointments 

We are pleased to welcome Rev. Chad Schopp to the Montana District Board of Directors, as the District Secretary.  
He has agreed to served upon the retirement of Rev. Mark Schultz.   

 

Rev. Kyle Winter is the Chairman of the Youth/Campus Committee.  Thank you for your time and service to the 
youth and young people of the Montana District!   

Around the District 

LWML Montana District Events 

September 15-17, 2017: District-wide Retreat, Camp Utmost between Missoula and Seeley Lake 

April 20-22, 2018:  LWML Montana District Convention. First Lutheran Church, Missoula 

5th Sunday Potluck at St. John Lutheran Church after an Official Visit 
from President Forke on July 30th 

Members of St. John, Libby, working together to clean up the 

streets of Libby 
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Around the District 

Faith Lutheran Church in Boulder, MT and friends celebrated the Lord's Day August 20th in God's grand outdoors in 
the Elk Horn Mountains. 

They celebrated in God's Absolution, His Holy Word, singing His praises and prayers. It was an inspiring time and 
following the service all had fun in Christian Fellowship and with a delicious meal for their Annual Church Picnic. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Savior Lutheran in Glendive, MT 

Pastor Lucido has Chapel with the children who attend the Child Care Ministry every Wednesday.  The children 
choose songs to open.  In the photos they are signing & signing: Big, Bold Powerful God, a song from Mighty Fortress 
VBS this spring, and "If I Were a Butterfly" making butterflies and birds with their signing.  
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Excerpt from: The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic 

The Past Few Months ... Since Easter I have been 

pouring most of my energy into what could very well 

be two fulltime jobs-parish and seminary. In the 

parish, Vicar Idjon and I have been making 

evangelism calls and teaching the catechism to new 

members. These efforts could very well, and we pray 

they do, result in the formation of new 

congregations. This is always the ultimate goal. And 

how does it work? We are operating with I call the 

"cathedral concept." We have designated six or seven 

homes of members and prospective members who are 

willing to host the pastor for a brief service of God's Word. They invite their family members and neighbors to 

attend. Pastor and Vicar take turns preaching brief sermons on simple texts such as Matthew 11:28, John 3:16, 

Galatians 4:4-5, or 1 John 4:10. We use these small services as opportunities to preach the gospel simply and clearly, 

offer prayers of intercession for the families, and invite folks to join our Matins Service at 8:00am on Sundays and 

the Divine Service at 7:30pm on Wednesdays. After folks have visited our church once or twice, we invite them to 

join our catechism study on Wednesday at 6:30pm. We presently have two older men in our class, we are 

anticipating the participation of another lady, and we are trying to accommodate the work schedules of three young 

men. Meanwhile, we have an average attendance of between 35 and 50 people in Wednesday's Divine Service and 

between 10 and 15 in the Sunday Matins Service. Each Friday at 4pm, I teach classes to the future deaconesses of 

the Dominican Republic. We recently finished a class on the History of the Church, and we are currently studying 

the Old Testament. Our deaconesses will serve the church primarily in the capacity of strengthening the families of 

our community and helping them with various physical needs. Much of this is a continuation of what they have 

already been doing as they inform Pastor and Vicar what special petitions we may include in our prayers. Such 

reports also assist us in learning "who's who" in the community and provide an opportunity for more pastoral visits. 

The key to sustaining a church plant, we have found, is consistent pastoral presence and clear gospel proclamation. 

We have managed to be consistent with our visits and parish work even as Vicar Idjon has been striving to finish his 

seminary studies before the end of summer. We anticipate his ordination this coming October. To top all of that off, 

we have been using our "days off" to break ground on his new house in Palmar, which we hope to have built within 

the next year. May God continue to open the ears of the people of Palmar to hear the precious gospel of the 

forgiveness of sins for Jesus' sake and eternal life in His name! My position on the seminary faculty includes the 

office of seminary chaplain. I will be in charge of daily chapel, fieldwork, including evangelism activities, and 

vicarages. Over the past month I have been contacting our future students and their pastors to help them prepare 

for their transition to the Dominican Republic. In addition to these administrative duties and many meetings with 

the seminary faculty and staff, I have been occupied with preparing three classes: "Maestro" (Teaching), in which 

students are taught the skills of thinking and organizing the contents of Scripture for the purpose of teaching 

theology; Dogmatics I, which covers roughly five areas of theology, including introduction to theology, Scripture, 

God, sin, and grace; and Church History I, which covers the theology of the church fathers through the 

first millennium of the church. These and countless other "to-do's" have us pressed for action and many 

last minute decisions. Our building still needs some final touches, and we remain deep in the student 

visa process. Please pray for the faculty, staff, and students of our seminary as we move forward with this enormous 

endeavor. The academic year of our seminary, officially named CentrodeMisericordia y SeminarioLuterano el 

Reformador, is due to commence on September 11. We look forward to dedicating our new Lutheran seminary to 

the glory of Christ, the extension of His kingdom, and the salvation of many souls throughout Latin America!  

Aerial view of the seminary/church/mercy-training center 
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Excerpt from: God’s Reign in Spain-The Missionary Journey of  

Rev. David & Shelee Warner July 2017 

 

A Vacation from Sin? Serving the Lord´s Church in Spain is very 

different from what I experienced in northeastern Montana, in a thousand 

different ways. Dealing with cultural Catholicism and runaway 

secularism, navigating a dense and opaque bureaucracy that touches 

every aspect of life, and doing it all in Spanish: these are all new and 

perplexing challenges for a pastor from the sticks. One of our current 

challenges is trying to keep Word and Sacrament ministry going as 

Spain, and especially Sevilla, where we live, grinds to the annual 

summertime halt. Although the economy is moving away from the 

standard of most workers taking all of August off, this is still the preferred 

way for the average Spaniard. And this custom is not without its 

justifications in Sevilla. Because it is HOT here. Days in the 110o range 

and higher are normal occurrences, sometimes for weeks at a time, from 

June through September. So get-ting out of Sevilla and to the beach 

makes a lot of sense. And who wants to go to Church when you´re at the 

beach? Or the lake? Or up in the mountains, or wherever you go to relax 

in the summertime? Yes, things are different in Spain. Since we are a 

small church, losing a few families to vacations at the same time can ruin 

Sun-day worship. But things are also very much the same. The degree of 

the disappearing act performed by congregations in the U.S. may be 

different than what we face here, but empty pews during July and August are hardly unique to the Iberian 

Peninsula. Which would be o.k., if at the same time people took a vacationfrom Church they also took a 

vacation from sinning. But we don´t, do we? Regardless of the season, anytime the children of God begin 

to think they don´t need to return to their Father´s house to be served by His Son, someone needs to warn 

them: Beware lest your short vacation from receiving God´s grace and mercy turn into the Devil´s 

opportunity to fool you into thinking you can do just fine without hearing, and eating and drinking, the 

Gospel. Beware. And be welcome. Warnings must be given, for the sake of reminding God´s people that 

the ultimate reason we gather together is to receive God´s loving forgiveness. As sinners, we need to be 

dragged back to the services of God´s house. But as Saints, as beloved, baptized children of the Heavenly 

Father, we know that we get to go to Church, that there is no better place to be than gathered with brothers 

and sisters to receive the gifts that Christ gives, freely. In God´s Word and in His Sacraments, we are freed 

from the sin that plagues us, and we are re-minded of the Promise, that someday, in God´s perfect timing, 

we will go on a permanent vacation from sin, and all the guilt and the painful consequences it brings into 

our lives. In the Lord´s eternal paradise, the sun will not strike you by day, and sin and sorrow and death 

will be no more. Now that will be the best vacation ever, forever and ever, Amen. --Pastor Warner 

www.lcms.org/givenow/warner  
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Saint Paul’s, Park City Trains Fishers of Men 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church held Vacation Bible School the mornings of August 2nd – 4th. Forty-five children (ages 
3 – 11) and 20 congregation volunteers (ages undisclosed) enjoyed teaching and (re-)learning about Jesus’ call for 
His Disciples to be Fishers of Men. We fully equipped the children with fishing gear to teach and train them to 
answer Jesus’ call in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark & Luke. At the end of VBS, each Fisher of Men had a full set of 
fishing gear to use God’s Word for filling the “nets of salvation” on the last day.  

Their fishing poles were bamboo with vinyl string, bobbers and clothes pin “hooks.”  (See 
picture above.) Their colorful fishing bucket hats identified them by name as Believers with 
Christian symbol “lures” pinned to the hat. Each fisher helped make and decorate their own 
tackle (cupcake) box with their photo in the window. (See picture to left.)   St. Paul was 
blessed to be able to provide the entire set of fishing gear for free. 

The fishers’ tackle boxes were filled with six, multi-colored, multi-Bible-verse laminated fish 
to put in their clothes pin “hooks.” Bible verses included: The Lord’s Prayer; Romans 3:23-25; 
1 John 1:8-9; John 3:16-17; Psalm 51; St. Paul’s Church and Little Fishes Preschool 
information on the opposite side of every fish; and their memory verse – a paraphrase from 

the Gospel’s of Matthew, Mark & Luke: Jesus said, Do not be afraid; follow Me, and from now on I will make you 
fishers of men. (See picture below.) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each morning, the child-fishers put on a life vest, stepped into our (cardboard) fishing boat on the “sea” of our blue 
Fellowship Hall carpet, and cast their pole line fishing for memory verse rewards. Day 1’s verse, I will make you 
fishers of men, got the kids bags of Swedish gummy fish. Day 2’s verse, follow Me, and from now on I will make 
you fishers of men, got them bags of gummy worms. Day 3’s full verse, Do not be afraid; follow Me, and from now 
on I will make you fishers of men, got the fisher-kids a paintable plastic window cross. It was remarkable how much 
they got into this fishing-verse-reward exercise, and had FUN!    

 The Fishers of Men were taught to sing “I will make you fishers of men,” “I am a C-(H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N)” with a custom 
verse of I am an F-(I-S-H-E-R-M-A-N!) A-MEN!, and “Peter, James and John in sailboat.” Saturday morning, God’s 
new fisher-children boarded our pontoon boat float to “cruise” in the Park City Day parade fishing for the on-
lookers with their laminated Bible-verse fish and bags of gummy fish and worms. We were told our float was the hit 
of the parade!  
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Youth and chaperones that attended the Higher Things "Here I Stand" Conference at MSU Bozeman in July 

 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result 

of works, so that no one may boast.   

Ephesians 2:8-9 (EVS) 

Front row: Pastor Ray Larson, Pastor Williams, Pastor 
Schlund 

Back row: Pastor Paul, Pastor Harr, Pastor Forke, Pastor 

Eckert, Pastor Poppe 

Pastor Williams Installed at Have and Chinook 

Around the District 

Zion Lutheran Church, Chinook, is remodeling.  

Praise to God for the resources and progress made 

to help reach out and bring the Gospel to their 

community! 
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“Jesus Christ Above All” 
LWML Convention – Albuquerque, New Mexico 

The LWML Montana District, along with Rocky Mountain, Utah-Idaho, and 
Wyoming Districts, hosted the 37th Biennial Convention in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, June 22-25, 2017. Nearly 3,500 were in attendance to 
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the LWML. Over 50 women and men from 
the Montana District attended as Host Committee members, delegates, 
Young Woman Representatives (YWRs), convention workers, and guests.   

Jesus Christ above all was proclaimed as “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
rang out during the opening service, nourishing and equipping the 
worshipers as they heard God’s Word and participated in the Lord’s Supper. 
LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison was the proclaimer.  Our own 
LWML Montana women and men who participated in the opening service 
were: Shari Miller – convention organist; Christine Wallace –viola 
accompanist; Rev. Larry Miller – distribution of communion and hymn 
leader; and Rev. Kyle Whaley – distribution of communion. 

During Bible study, Deaconess Betty 
Knapp noted that Bible study has been 
a focus at home and at conventions since our very beginning. 
Keynote Speaker Past LWML President Ida Mall (1991-1995) 
reminded us that God has work for us to do and that the Holy Spirit 
equips us to be ready in words and actions to serve Him with joy and 
gladness in many everyday situations. 

Mites collected by local LWML members and congregations are the 
source of funding for LWML mission grants. Missionaries shared how 

LWML grants have aided them in their mission work. A mission goal of $2,075,000 was adopted for the 
2017-2019 biennium. 

Before convention started, service opportunities 
included making and writing encouragement cards 
for Phil’s Friends to bring hope to cancer patients; 
assembling Personal Care Kits, School Kits, and quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief; and boxing up many other 
items to be given to those in need. 

LWML celebrated its 75th Anniversary in grand style 
with fabulous entertainment on Saturday evening. 
The “Diamond Dazzle” Celebration highlighted 
changes in the LWML over the past 75 years.  

The LWML Montana District Host Committee 
members (Pam Kercher, Shari Miller, and Janice Witt) 
would like to thank our congregations – the “people 
in the pews” – who helped make the 2017 LWML 
Convention a success. Thank you for your donations, encouragement, prayers, and support of the LWML! 

To God be the glory as we proclaim “Jesus Christ Above All” and move into the future, serving the Lord with 
gladness. 

Pictured L to R: Carin Larsen (Forsyth); Emy Stueve, (East Helena); Donna 

Mohr (Park City); Stephanie Edgar (Billings); Shari Miller (LWML Montana 

District President, East Helena); Marjorie O'Rourke (Helena); Val Martin 

(Great Falls); Jeannette Whaley (Polson); and Shauna Anders (Seeley Lake) 



11 

Our Redeemer, Columbia Falls at North American Indian Days, Browning 

 “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him and he helps me…”   

 Some of the kids could read these words from Psalm 28 printed in a fancy cursive font across the top of a shield-

shaped foam board. When reading the cursive was a struggle, I read it to them, and asked, “What do you use a 

shield for?”  Most all of them had good answers: “for protection, to guard, stay safe. . .”  Then we asked them to 

always remember that they can trust Jesus to protect and guard them, and to write their name on our “signature 

board,”.  

 Our Redeemer Lutheran Church’s 13th year of offering shade, snacks, cold water, crafts, coloring, and play-dough

--along with sharing words and ideas about Jesus--for the kids at the North American Indian Days in Browning is 

memorialized with a colorful shield, crowded with the unique and beautiful names of our craft tent visitors.  We 

haven’t counted the names, but--as it’s been since our first year of outreach ministry at “Indian Days” in 2005--this 

year too we saw, and talked about Jesus with multitudes of kids during our two days of fun at Browning.  

 No matter where on the grounds we get to set up our tent each year, the kids find us, and they come in waves to 

craft and snack and hear about Jesus. This year, we were located quite near the “arbor” entrance, so the rhythmic 

drumming and chanting provided a lively soundtrack and the stream of dancers clad in decorative regalia parading 

by offered a stunning, heritage-rich visual backdrop for our ministry moments.   Even before we were set-up early 

Friday afternoon, they began to come; some waited around until we were ready for business. At first, just a few, 

then suddenly more and more came, until all benches and chairs and tables overflowed with happy, busy 

children.   Saturday’s occupancy remained heavy from set-up until, giving them tubs of well-used play-dough, large 

handfuls of goldfish crackers, or personal bags of craft supplies, we encouraged them to vacate late in the evening 

so we could pack-up, tear down the tent, and return to the Flathead.   

 We recognized many of the faces, remembered some of the names, and welcomed all of the beautiful children 

for the approximately 15 hours of time we spent at NAID.  It’s awesome to see many kids year after year come have 

fun with us in our tent, until they “outgrow” it.  Brianna,--now a senior in high school, who has been coming for at 

least 9 years--still stopped by with a friend for a hug and a quick craft this year.  I was so excited when she told me 

she plans to go to college in the fall to study nursing. Little Steven, who must be only 3 or 4 years old--but I think I 

remember him last year, was the “play-dough king,” spending hours contentedly making cutout-bears while 

munching goldfish crackers; I finally gave up asking him to NOT mix the colors.  And if Steven was the “play-dough 

king,” then Jaelyn was the “bracelet queen,” quickly learning the steps for making our new-this-year rubber band 

bracelet craft, and then proceeding to construct many artistic, stretchy masterpieces for herself. After that, she 

readily volunteered to teach any other curious crafters how to make them too.    

 One of the youngest visitors to our tent this year was a quiet, tiny girl named MaeKensy, who stopped in with her 

mother on Friday afternoon.  As MaeKensy scratched or colored away and her Mom made a stretchy-band bracelet, 

we visited with them a bit. When they were preparing to leave, we told them “come back again to do more 

crafts.”  The mother responded with a “thank you,” and added, gesturing toward her sweet little daughter, “I use to 

come here all the time when I was young, so wanted to bring her.”  My arms suddenly tingled with goose bumps--

the awesome depths of God’s orchestrations so powerfully revealed in this young mother’s honest words.  We 

praise God for allowing us to be part of His Divine plan sharing Him with people in Browning--now on to the next 

generation. 

By Larry Workman  
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary 
July 24, 2017 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, July 24th, at the District office, for the quarterly 
board meeting.  Items included the 2nd quarter financial statements, a report by Jeff Synder (LCEF), a review of this 
summer’s Youth Camp, follow up from the closure of River of Life Lutheran Fellowship, the funding of 11 school 
grant requests, Synodical Committee nominations, the continuation of Concordia Plan Services HDHP plan within 
our district, a 2% increase for the Pastor’s Base Salary Compensation, Church Worker Scholarship awards and the 
printing of a Reformation Reflections Commemorative Booklet, containing the bulletin inserts produced by the 
Reformation Committee.   

The focus of the BOD for 2018 will include the following items:  

 1)  Promote theological convocations in each circuit 

 2)  Standing for Religious Freedom 

 3)  Stewardship – Encouraging congregations to care for church workers 

 4)  Youth and Campus Ministry Executive. 

President Forke reported that he made 6 congregational visits, 2 congregation member visits, 7 pastor visits, 1 
circuit meetings, 2 other District level meetings, 2 Synodical level meetings, and 1 official acts of installing of Rev. 
Blake Marshall at triple parish, Concordia Forsyth, Mt. Calvary Colstrip and Trinity Hysham. The tentative calendar 
for the remainder of the year include: BOD meeting October 17th in Billings, BOD meeting January 22nd in Billings, 
BOD meeting May 4th in Great Falls, Montana District Convention June 11-14 in Billings and BOD meeting October 
15th in Billings. 

2018 Montana District Convention 

 In less than a year the Montana District will be meeting in convention.  This convention happens every three 

years.  It is a wonderful event where lay-delegates and Pastors from all our congregations meet for study of God’s 

Word, worship and conduct administrative duties, including sending overtures to the Synodical convention.  

 Under the theme, “Truth Came Through Jesus Christ” John 1:17, delegates will read and discuss the entire Gospel 

of John.  The particular focus will be the nature of The Truth and its impact on the world.  Many in our world do not 

believe that there is such a thing as truth.  We know that not only did Jesus give us The Truth, He is The Truth.  

 Soon, congregations will be asked to begin preparing for the convention.  The necessary duties of preparation 

include electing a lay-delegate, and submitting overtures.   Allow me a few moments to emphasize overtures.  These 

are formal submissions to the convention outlining a way to deal with a problem, or how to emphasize a particular 

issue.  Overtures must come from congregations, not individuals.  If you see a problem at the Syndical or District 

level, or if there is a cultural issue that you think the Church needs to address, please talk to your Pastor or Elders.  

They may be to help you address the issue in a way that your congregation can support.   

 The convention will be held at Trinity Lutheran School in Billings on June 11-14, 2018.  Delegates will stay at local 

hotels.  The District Office will make all the arrangements.  If you are in the area, or desire to be there, even if you 

are not a delegate you are welcome to take in some or all of the sessions of the convention. Please pray for our 

District and Synod that God will use us to boldly proclaim The Truth of Jesus. 


