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Running from the Storm 

 It was a wretched drive.  For eleven hours we tried to get ahead of the storm.  Inching down icy roads, we stayed 

ahead of the worst of it but we could not gain on the leading edge.  The highline is bleaker when hopelessly running from a 

storm.  I imagine that most Montanans have had this type of experience.  Our departure times are often dictated by a desire to 

beat the storm.  

 As go the roads, so goes life.  Sinners spend a lot of time and energy trying to avoid the storms of life.  Though we must 

admit that we, personally, stir up many of the blizzards that threaten to blow us away, we rarely acknowledge how much we 

invest in avoiding the truth of the consequences.   

 When I hurt my children or spouse with something I have said or done, I know I will be on the run.  Instead of calmly 

discussing the problem, instead of confessing my sin and asking for forgiveness, I will run.  I run by sulking as if I am the victim, 

and by refusing to talk.  I run by trying to blame them, or intimidating them into silence.  Ironically as the suffering of sin swirls 

around me, I think I am getting out ahead of the storm.   

 When confronted by a co-worker with something I should not have done, my first instinct is to run.  I will put my best 

spin on it.  I will seek out the closest scape goat.  I will deny responsibility.  Running blindly, in panic, I cannot see I am actually 

making the storm worse.  I have only one goal, to get away.   

 Death is a tempest most terrible.  To be avoided at all costs, I run from death by refusing to admit that it is a reality for 

me, or that my sin is its source.  Strangely, I may even run from death by trying to convince myself that death is a friend to be 

embraced.  I have many creative ways of trying to escape the judgment of God against my sin.  Under this condition the storm 

always grows.  

 I am a professional runner.  There is, however, one who did not run from the storms created by sin.  There is one who 

has the power to calm the storm.  In fact, Jesus ran toward the storm through His incarnation.  Not counting equality with God 

a thing to be grasped, Jesus took on flesh to be that servant that would deal with the storm of sin.  In the midst of the blistering 

winds of our bold blizzards, Jesus calmly lived without sin.  He did it for us.   

 He even ran into the very teeth of the maelstrom that is death.  We should not think of this as an act of fatalism.  Jesus 

said, “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I 

lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have 

received from my Father.” John 10:17–18 (ESV) Jesus volunteered His life to deal with the deadly whirlwind of sin.   

 This is truly good news.  We do not have to run in fear from the just results of our sin because Jesus has already 

endured them.  In so doing He has made a peaceful place for us to rest.  In the forgiveness of our sin we rest in the shelter of 

His care.  Further, if our Savior has calmed the storm of sin for us, how much more will He be with us in all the other storms of 

life.  However the winds may be howling outside your window right now He is not far.  He will carry you through.   

 One of these days you may find yourself hurrying to the car in order to get ahead of the storm.  When that happens, let 

it be a reminder of the one who weathered every storm of sin by laying down His life for you.   

         Rev. Terry Forke 

MT District President 
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District President’s Calendar 

April 3 Official Visit: ELM, Big Timber/Livingston 

  3 Installation of Cameron Heiliger as  

   Director of Youth and Parish Education, 

   Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings 

  9 Keynote Speaker: Rev. Hesham Shehab at 

   the Holiday Inn Grand Montana in the 

   Missouri Room from 7-9pm.   

  10 Trinity, Harlowton 

  11 Winkel: Redeemer, Hardin 

  17 Official Visit: Peace, Great Falls 

  18 Winkel: Trinity, Great Falls 

  22-28 COP: St. Louis, MO 

  29- LWML Montana District  

May  1 Convention, Peace, Great Falls 

  6 Board of Director’s Meeting: Trinity,  

   Great Falls 

  6-7 Standing Committee Meetings: Trinity, 

   Great Falls 

  8 Trinity, Harlowton 

  15 Official Visit: Shepherd of the Valley, 

   Salmon, ID 

  22 Trinity, Harlowton 

  27-29 Floor Committee Meetings for the 66th 

   Regular Synodical Convention, St. Louis, 

   MO 

Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call 

process for a pastor.  Pastor Andrew Eckert 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan, has called a 

candidate.  Pastor Kyle Whaley continues to serve 

in the interim.  

Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, has called 

Cameron Heiliger to serve as the Director of Youth 

and Parish Education.  He has accepted the Call. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, is in the call 

process for a Minister of Music.  

The Church at Creston-Lutheran has called a 

candidate.  Pastor Darold Reiner continues to serve 

the congregation. 

Gabriel Zeke Fletcher was brought into God’s 

Kingdom at the Resurrection of our Lord Sunday 

Sunrise Service at Faith Lutheran in Boulder, MT. 

We thank and praise the God of creation Who grants 

life and also new life in Christ Jesus with the assurance 

of life eternal in heaven with our Resurrected Savior 

and Lord Jesus. 

Gabriel is joined by his parents and brother and his 

sponsors Grandma and Grandpa Fletcher! 

To read Reaching Rural America for Christ’s April Newsletter online, please visit: 

http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1308#rstmnewsletter  

http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1308#rstmnewsletter
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 HOPE Response Team Report 

Hope is a powerful thing. So is the absence of it. Those who endured the 

suicide epidemic that gripped the community of Cross Lake, Manitoba, 

were largely without hope. Offering hope was the reason why 9 people 

from Trinity (and our LAMP Pastor, Dennis Ouellette) traveled 2,500 

miles to Cross Lake during Holy Week. Hope gives us reason to live, and 

great peace and assurance in death. Hope is found in Christ alone, but 

we had the privilege of sharing it!  

We made the 20-hour drive to Cross Lake on Palm Sunday, arriving 

shortly after midnight. On Monday morning, we sat with school leaders 

and quickly came to understand why hope had waned, as we heard story after story of suicides (7 of them since 

Christmas), attempted suicides (over 20 a week), and deep despair. We learned that the night of our arrival an 11-

year-old girl tried to hang herself from the school swing set. Thankfully her aunt caught her in the act before it could 

be completed. Other students had tried to commit suicide with the help of friends. One even attempted to hang 

herself underneath the teacher’s desk during class. Suicide has become normal in this community. The teens are all 

crying out and, in a community where very few homes have loving and involved parents, often the cries are not 

heard. This is the grim reality in Cross Lake, but it is not the whole story.  

God is at work in Cross Lake. There is a reason Satan is spending so much time and energy in this place. Seeds of 

faith have been scattered broadly in this community, and some are sprouting and taking root! There is a hunger for 

God’s Word, for His truth, and for His love. There is an amazing openness to the Gospel. During our three days in 

Cross Lake, we were asked to be in the schools as much as possible: praying, reading Scripture, and talking about 

Jesus with all of the staff and students. We gave away more than 200 Bibles and had the privilege of praying with 

hundreds of people. We hugged, we played, we laughed, we cried. Mostly, we prayed, as so many of you did.  

Our presence in this community during this dark hour demonstrated our deep and ongoing love and commitment to 

them. Most importantly, it is tangible evidence that the Gospel really does matter. As Romans 8:38-39 says, 

“Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” This is the Good News that we shared. It is the Good News that we all need to hear.  

We are so grateful for your prayers and support, which have made this trip possible. The work is not done. Please 

continue to pray for Cross Lake, especially for the teens and civil servants in this community. Please consider joining 

us to minister to the people of Cross Lake this summer (July 29-August 7). We need more people to share God’s love 

in this place! Lastly, please take every opportunity to speak words of love, encouragement, and HOPE to those God 

places in your life each and every day. We are not immune to the despair and struggles that Cross Lake is facing, and 

we all need reminders of just how much Jesus loves us!  

The HOPE Response Team  
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Excerpt from Chaplain Matthew Christensen's Quarterly Report 

This quarter I had the opportunity to engage our leadership as they prepared to send Soldiers to the field 

during Easter weekend.  In the end, the unit was forced to conduct a Stryker gunnery over Easter weekend, but 

the families were told well ahead of time about the training event.  The Soldiers are also being given time off to 

compensate for their time in the field.  On Easter day, I had the honor of conducting a Lutheran Divine Service 

for our small Lutheran congregation and then my assistant and I drove 3 hours to the gunnery location and 

provided an Easter service for the Soldiers who were training.  These Soldiers were very appreciative that they 

were able to celebrate Christ's Resurrection, even while in the field. 

Excerpt from: News from the Schlund Family preparing to serve the Lord in  

Mexico City  

Semana Santa [Holy Week]  

Here in the Dominican Republic, Semana Santa is a time for people to spend 

time with their families and go to the beach. Semana Santa was a very busy 

time for the mission team in Santiago with thirteen services between three 

worship sites. On Palm Sunday, we attended worship at the church in Pueblo 

Nuevo. At the beginning of the service, everyone waved palm branches and 

walked around the block singing hymns. On Maundy Thursday, we worshiped at 

the church in Licey, about a half hour from Santiago. This was our first time in 

Licey, and we enjoyed getting to meet the members here. On Good Friday, we 

worshiped at Pueblo Nuevo. The service focused on the seven words that 

Christ said from the cross. Easter Sunday was a joyous joint worship service 

with members from Pueblo Nuevo and Licey. The service began with a 

procession around the block while singing Easter hymns. In addition to 

celebrating our Savior's resurrection, one of the members of the church in Pueblo Nuevo was confirmed. After 

worship, everyone enjoyed a delicious Easter meal of chicken and rice.  
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Excerpt from: News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia  

The Evangel in Ethiopia Addis Ababa, Ethiopia—We are now in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia! All of the hard work and support our Lord has given us 

through so many of you has finally brought us to our destination – 

Thanks be to God! So, we have now entered the next phase in our call 

here as we are working to become a part of the seminary community. 

Rev. Rabe and I have had meetings over coffee with both the president 

of Mekane Yesus Seminary, Dr. Belay Olam and the Dean of the Theology 

School, Dr. Yacob Godebo. Dr. Belay also generously hosted a welcome 

luncheon for our families, along with visiting St Louis professor, Dr. 

William Schumacher, where we had the opportunity to meet more of the 

seminary faculty and staff. We have also met with missionaries from 

other organizations, church bodies and mission societies who are working with MYS. All in all, we have made 

many good connections and have begun building the relationships we will need to succeed here. We are also 

signed up to begin our formal language training. Classes begin April 11th. Both families are enrolled for classes, 

except the two youngest – Luke Stinnett and Matthias Rabe. We will be in class 4 ½ hours each day, with 

enough homework to keep us busy the rest of the time. The wives and children will continue classes until they 

can comfortably converse in Amharic. Rev. Rabe and I will continue until we have a more formal academic 

fluency both lecturing and writing. He and I expect to be in language training through December and will, God 

willing, begin teaching in January... We are truly blessed to be here and as we begin our new lives in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, I pray that our gracious Lord continues to bless each of you in your lives back home.  

Excerpt from: God’s Reign in Spain-The 

Missionary Journey of  

Rev. David and Shelee Warner  

 

Dr. Arthur Just from the Fort Wayne seminary recently gave a Gospel and Lutheran Doctrine filled presentation to 

members of a Roman Catholic parish here in Sevilla, and his teaching, while challenging many ideas they hold, was 

very well received. Our two seminarians, José Luis and Antonio, continue to carve time out of their busy schedules to 

study and prepare for the pastoral ministry. The Lehmans, our LCMS missionary partners, have their four kids in 

Spanish Public school, and Pastor Adam and his wife Christine are hard at work studying Spanish, so that they can 

contribute more and more to the ministry of IELE. (In fact, last Sunday Adam did the first half of the liturgy in 

Spanish, a big and successful step in the journey.) We are about to launch a Bible Study at a Distance, utilizing PDF 

study documents and a voice only Skype call, to provide our far flung members with the opportunity to deepen their 

understanding of the faith. God is good, and is allowing us many opportunities to spread His Reign.  

The Spanish Lutheran Church is still a very small thing in human terms, but no matter, we are more than conquerors 

through Jesus Christ, who is our life and our salvation. Salvation unto us has come, by God´s free grace and favor, 

and we are very happy to spread this best of news to the people of Spain.  

The Peace and Joy of the Resurrection be with you, Pastor Warner  



6 

Prison Fellowship Ministry: Montana Volunteer Conference 

4/16/16 in Helena, Montana 

Prison Fellowship's annual Montana Volunteer Conference will be held on Saturday, April 16th from 8:30 - 12:30 

at Mountain Family Fellowship, 6145 N. Montana Avenue in Helena. 

 Our conference them is "Into His Harvest."  The event will feature two plenary sessions, two workshops, and 

opportunities for connection and fellowship. 

 There is no charge for the event, but we ask people to register so we know how many materials to prepare. 

There are three ways you can register:  

 1. Mail your registration to: Prison Fellowship Post Office Box 4693 Salem, Oregon 97302   

 2. Call: (800) 251-7411 x6834  

 3. Email: Bonnie_Cushman@pfm.org  

 We look forward to seeing you at the Montana Volunteer Conference! 

Hold Fast 

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.”   

Hebrews 10:23 (ESV) 

 Vigilance is the price of integrity.  I suspect that there are some who tire of our constant focus on doctrinal 

purity.  However, if we resist the Holy Spirit’s work to constantly speak the truth in our lives, the integrity of our 

confession will quickly suffer.  Take, for example, the recent “Stations of the Cross” event in downtown Billings.  

Three “denominations” were present for a re-enactment of the carrying of the cross to Golgatha.  The fact that this 

event includes a lot of speculation and extra biblical material is a matter I won’t delve into here because something 

even more interesting occurred.   

 “We’re centering on the Passion of Christ, and in that passion we’re working to understand or listening to 

understand the tragedy of climate change in our time,” said Rev. Steve Gordon.   The leap from the passion of 

Christ to the tragedy of climate change may leave most of us in the dust.  We would agree that we sin through a 

greedy use of resources that results in harm to our neighbor.  We would agree that we should manage the 

environment in which we live for the good of our neighbor.  But it is difficult to see what that has to do with the 

passion of Christ.   

 Sister Mary Dostal is ready to help us understand.  “In the same way Jesus Christ suffered on Good Friday, the 

Earth suffers today,” she said.   At this point every Christian should have walked away.  The equation of the 

suffering of Christ with the suffering of the earth is false doctrine.  It personifies the earth and turns it into some 

kind of a savior.  It makes a mockery of the sufferings of Jesus.  It makes us responsible for our own salvation 

because we have to save the earth by our actions.  

 This is not an isolated case.  False doctrine is being taught constantly.  How many people will read the Billings 

Gazette and, concluding that the passion of Christ was about climate change, will lose their eternal soul?  God save 

us and give us the diligence to be vigilant for the sake of the Gospel of Christ.  
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“Water & Word”: The 2016 MT District Summer Camp at Red Lodge 
 

“Something old, something new, something borrowed, 

something blue…” 
 

 

The above little rhyme is probably familiar to those of you who are married.  Those four things are what a 

bride is to wear on her wedding day in order to bring her good luck.  I have been told that that same rhyme 

was also used when compiling the new LSB as well.  So I thought, “Hey, if it works for LSB and works for 

brides everywhere, why not for summer camp as well?!”   

Summer Camp this year is at Red Lodge with High School age youth from June 12th-16th, Grades 7-8 from June 

16th-20th, and Grades 5-6 from June 20th-24th.  Best of all, it is still only $100!  Parents, where else can you find 

four days of fun for your kids this summer for only $100?  I hope you are starting to consider coming to camp 

as a camper or helping out as a counselor.  June is right around the corner after all… 

Getting back to the little rhyme, this year at camp we will have some things old, some things new, some 

things borrowed, and maybe even some things blue.  You may recognize things from past camps and there 

will certainly be more than one new thing for this year (the Camp Director for starters!).  We’ll be going on 

multiple hikes, rafting in the Stillwater River, swimming in mountain lakes, and ending each day around a 

campfire.  Hopefully you’ll see old friends and make new ones.  You’ll do some of the same activities from 

camps past but also get to experience new things too.  Most importantly you will get to spend each day, not 

only in nature, but in God’s Word.   

As the title suggests our theme this year for camp is “Water and Word”.  Each day we will be diving into 

God’s Word and maybe even the Small Catechism.  We’ll look at the Sacrament of Holy Baptism and hear 

about all the wonderful blessings God has bestowed upon us when He baptized us into His Son, Jesus Christ’s 

death and resurrection, through…wait for it…Water and Word.  (See how that theme thing came about?)  It 

will be a great camp where you’ll be strengthened in your faith and hopefully your love of the outdoors too.   

All congregations should have received information on camp including registration forms.  Pastors, please 

consider setting aside some offerings or holding a fundraiser to help offset some of the costs for your youth 

to attend.  Also, if you are a pastor who would like to help out with one or more of the Bible studies during 

camp, let me know!  I’d be glad to have you on board!  I can’t say enough about how much I am looking 

forward to camp this year and I hope the youth and congregations of the MT District are too.  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to call me or e-mail me at any time!  Hope to see you this summer! 

In Christ,  

Pastor Willis McCall, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Hardin, MT 

406-200-3203 

willismccall@gmail.com 



8 

Paraprofessional Position Opening Announcement 

First Lutheran Classical School is seeking a part time elementary paraprofessional for the 

2016/2017 school year.  Successful applicants will be expected to attend training in classical 

methods during the summer.  Preference will be given to applicants who are licensed teachers 

as it is our desire to see this position develop into a full time teaching position as we continue 

to grow. 

Submit cover letter, resume, and three references by email to apen338@gmail.com or by mail 

to :   First Lutheran Classical School 

 2808 South Ave. W. 

 Missoula, MT 59804 

 

For information please contact the school administrator, Mr. Art Pencek, at 406-207-1223 or by email at 

apen338@gmail.com. 

This position is open until filled; selection will begin on April 1, 2016. 

PASTOR DAROLD REINER 

ORGANIZES TOUR TO  

GREECE & TURKEY 

Pastor Darold Reiner has put together still another one of his pilgrimages for this 

fall.  He led a tour to Israel last fall and this fall (October 4-14) will lead a group to 

Greece & Turkey. 

Included in this tour of Greece is a cruise from Athens around the Greek Islands to 

Crete & Santorini and longer stops on the Island of Patmos where the Apostle 

John wrote Revelations and then on to Ephesus where Paul planted a Christian 

Church.  An entire day will be spent walking through the spectacular ruins of this 

ancient city founded in the 10th century BC.  After returning to Athens, the tour 

will continue to the many places in Greece where the Apostle Paul started 

churches such as Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, & Corinth.  While in Athens, the 

world renowned Acropolis and Parthenon will be seen and toured. 

Pastor Reiner organizes and leads these tours annually not for any personal gains 

other than to expose people to archaeology and how these archaeological digs 

demonstrate the Bible to be reliable and unique.  These pilgrimages provide the 

opportunity to see the many Biblical sites that have been excavated which confirm 

the authenticity and accuracy of the Bible. 

According to Pastor Reiner, this is a great time to travel to Greece. The financial 

crisis -- while making life difficult for most Greeks -- is a boon for budget travelers. 

Hotel prices are down, the normally warm Greek hospitality has ratcheted up a 

few notches, and roads outside of Athens are essentially traffic-free, as higher gas 

prices have caused locals to cut down on inessential driving. 

For a brochure with detailed itinerary and cost – 406-890-1149 or 

reiner@centurytel.net 

mailto:apen338@gmail.com
mailto:apen338@gmail.com

